FRANCIS XAVIER. 


| Abridged from Father BonouRs. 


As THE BODY WITHOUT THE SPIRIT 1S DEAD, 
80 FAITH WITHOUT WORKS 18 DEAD ALSO, 
Jaws ii. 26. 8 


For In CAHAIST JESUS, NEITHER CIRCUMCISION 
AVAILETEH ANY THING, NOR UNCIRCUMCISION, 
BUT A NEW CREATURE. GAL. vi. 15. 
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"Tis not the buſineſs of a wiſe man 1e diſpute about 
living well, but to live well Without diſpute. 
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of this memorable man, 


TI DB of the living languages of 
A Europe: but the moſt ge- 
nerally eſteemed is that 


in French, by the celebrated pen of father 
Bobours. This was tranſlated into Engliſh 


by Mr. Dryden, and makes a volume of 
Ka eight hundred pages; great part of 
which is ſpent in the deſcription of places, 
and of the. people, among whom Xavier 


preached the goſpel. And a conſiderable 


Part is taken up in the relation of miracles, 


and wonders, which are far from being grate- | 


ful to a proteſtant * 


have been written in moſt 
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For, granti ing that to eſtabliſh chriſti- 
aftity among Heathens (ſuch as were thoſe 
of India 7 Japan) miracufeus operati- 
ons might have been given, for the bene- 
fit of thoſe benighted regions; yet, the 
multiplying them on ſuch trivial occaſions, 
as the accounts given of Xavier abound 


with (ſome of which only to mention would 


make one ſmile) renders the belief of ſuch _ - 


as may be-real, much more difficult ; and 
becomes, at jeafſt to ime readers, a kind 


of temptation to reje& the whole. 2 


If indeed God did favour the generous 
attempts of this excellent man forthe eon- 
verfion of Infidels and Heathens, with miracu- . 
lous exertions of his mighty power, it was, as 
far as can be gathered from Aar him- 
ſelf, but very rarely, and on extraordinary 
occaſions. And even then, his | humility 
always found out ſome way to conceal them 
if poſſible : an inftance of whieh here fol- 


los. 


It was the enn talk 2 Goa, that he 


had raiſed the dead on the coaſt of Fiſhery. 


After his return to Goa, two of his intimate 
friends requeſted him to inform them, for 
God's farther glory, how thoſe matters went; 
and particularly concerning the child, faid 
to be drowned i in a well? It was ſome time 
: 4 be. 


——— 
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before” Xavier could give them an anſwer, . 
he was ſo confounded at ſuch an enquiry. 
When he was ſomewhat recovered. from 
his ſurprize Feſus, ſaid be, what, I to 
raiſe the dead | Can you believe theſe things, 
of ſuch a wretch as I am! After which, 
he ſaid, with-a bluſhing countenance, - Alas, 
pcor ſinner that I am ! they ſet before me 
a child it is true, whom they reported to 
be dead; but who perhaps was not=—— He 
aroſe indeed; and where was the miracle! 


But be thoſe accounts as they may, they 
are, together with the geographical de- 
ſcriptions in his life, foreign to the preſent 
deſign; which is to repreſent only ſuch 
particulars, in the ſpirit and conduct of this 
holy man, as may by the divine bleſſing, pro- 
mote the intereſts of true piety. And it is 
preſumed, the following abridgment has in 
it whatever of this ſort is contained in the 
large work from whence it is taken: ſo 
that a proteſtant reader is defrauded of no- 
thing which may be either pleaſing or pro- 
fitable to him: and even the more impar- 
tial and diſcerning among the Romaniſts 
themſelves, will perhaps be ingenuous enough 
to think, there is na injury done to the 
character of Xavier ; while ſuch particulars 
are related of him as deſerve our commen- 
dation, and are worthy the imitation of aH. ö 
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II. The many teſtimonies which have 
been given to the virtues and labours of 


this worthy man, as well by divines and 


hiſterians of the reformed; as of the ro- 
miſh church, will perhaps be thought to 
weigh ſomething in favour of this publica. 
tion: though it be in a country, where it 


is true, that the doctrine of the holy 


« church is queſtioned, and all religious 
* addreſſes to ſaints ridiculed.” . Two or 
three of thoſe teſtimonies, it may not be a- 
miſs to mention, 


Richard Hackluyt, a proteſtant, and a 
miniſter of England, ſpeaks of Xavier thus, 
„ Sancian is an iſland in the confines of 
China, and near the port of Canton, famous 
for the death of Francis Xavier, that wor- 
thy preacher of the goſpel, and that di- 


vine teacher of the Indians in what concern- 
ed religion: who, after great labours, af- 
ter many injuries and crofles, . undergone 
with great patience and joy, died in a ca- 
bin, on the 2d of Sep. 1552 : deſtitute of 


all worldly conveniences, but accumulated 


with all ſorts of ſpiritual bleſſings: having 


firft made known the 9 to many * 


ſands of thoſe eaſtern people. 


® The erkendpal navigations, voyages, diſcoveries, 


$6. of the Engle, &c. ad. part of the ad. vol. 


To 
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q To the ſame purpoſe ſpeaks Monſieur 


Tavernier, another proteſtant, « Fran- 
cis Xavier ended in this place (Sancian) his 
miſſion, together with his life, after he 
had eſtabliſhed the chriftian faith, with an 


admirable progreſs, in all places through 


which he paſſed ; not only by his zeal, but 


alſo by his example, and by the: holineſs of 


his manners. He had never been in China, 
but there is great probability, that the re- 
ligion which he had eſtabliſned in the iſle 
of N:phon, extended itſelf into the neigh- 


bouring countries, and multiplied, by the 
cares of that holy man; who by a juſt title 


way be called the true apoſtle of the Ju- 


dies. 


Boldeus, in his hiſtory of the Indies, ſ. peaks | 


of him in theſe eee, If the 4 
of Xavier agreed with ours, we ought to 
eſteem and ovens, - a8 e St. 


Paul: yet, ndtwithſtandmg the difference 


of religion, his zeal, his vigilance, and the 
ſanctity of his manners, ought to tir up 
all good men, not to do the work of God 
negligently. For the gifts 
had received, to exerciſe the o 
niſter and ambaſſaddur of J eſus Chriſt, 
were ſo eminent, that my ſoul is not able 
to expreſs them. If I 3 5 the patience 


and ſweetneſs, here with he preſented both 
to 
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to great * ſmall, the holy and living 


waters of the goſpel : if I regard the 
courage wherewith he ſuffered injuries and 
affronts, I am forced to cry out with the 


apoſtle, who is ſufficient, like him, for theſe 
things ! 


1 latin if it were needful, eaſily in- 
creaſe the number of commendations be- 
ſtowed upon this apoſtolic man, in the pro- 
teſtant world. His name has been admit- 
ted but lately, into a work of importance, 


by a perſon of this nation, not unknown 


to the learned and religious part of the 
world. His words are theſe Per- 
haps a little of the ſame ſpirit (alluding to 
St. Paul, and ſome of his laſt trials) might 
remain with him, under whoſe picture are 


thoſe affecting words, The true effipy of 


Francis Xavier, apoſtle of the Indies, for- 
Jaken of all men,* dying in a cottage.” 
need add no more, by way of apology, for 


the preſent attempt, to cauſe to be more 


generally known, the excellency of a cha- 


racter, ſo ſtrongly and reſpectfully atteſted 
in the - world. 


III. As to Xavier's being a member of the 
church of Rome, ſhould it not give us real 


* Not ab/olutely fo. 


joy. | 
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joy, that amidſt ſuch darkneſs in goctine, 
and diſſolution of manners, God ſhould 
from time to time, raiſe up men who may 
be truly ſtiled burning and ſhining lights! 
And ſuch ſurely ag in latter ages, ye 
names well known to us, Thomas a Kempis, - 
Mr. De Renty,. Mr. Paſcal, and (to men- 
tion no more,) our Xavier. So many jewels 
at leaſt, do we find amongſt ſuch mountains 
of rubbiſh: ſo many lilies amid} the thorns 1. 
The love which always rejoiceth in the 
truth, and taketh pleaſure in the proſpe- 


5 rity of another, cannot but glorify God 


on this behalf: though 3 it is true, 


may be incurred both cenſure and Wu 
from men. But 6 


To merit we are Bound to give applauſe, 
Whate' er we ſuffer 1 in ſo juſt a cauſe... 


© The memory of the. ſaints, is precious 
to God ; and they ought alſo to be ſo 
to us: and ſuch perſons, (of whatever age, 
name, or nation, ) who ſerved God, by holy 
living, induſtrious preaching, and religious 
dying, ought to have their names preſerved” 


in honour, and God to be glorified in |: 


them, and their lives + publiſhed and imi- 
tated.“ 
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IV. To give ſome account of this ab- 
ſtract: It was begun ſingly for private a- 
muſement and inſtruction, at a time when 
ſeverer exerciſes would have been improper, 
if not impoſſible, by reaſon of a Tanguiſh- 
ing ſtate of body, which had its influence 
on the mind alſo. Afterwards, it was lent to 
ſome chriſtian friends; who after reading it, 
were of opinion, that to make it more ge- 
nerally known, could be of diſſervice to 
no one, but might be of uſe to many. 


And at their inſtance, it was (though 


without previous deſign) permitted to be 
made public. It was then, after a ſecond 
time going over the larger copy, thrown 
into the order in which it now appears. 


The firſt part is chiefly taken from two 
accounts of him by different men: the reſt 
is from that of Bobours. There is added 


here and there a ſhort reflection, which na- 


turally preſented itſelf, in writing it o- 
ver: and ſome pains has been taken to 
keep up a thread of connexion throughout 
the whole. Care has been likewiſe had 
all along, to retain what could be conſiſtent 


with the deſign, of Xavitr's own words: 


for, beſide that from them is beſt learned 
his real character, they have in them a 
ſtrength : 


2 
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frrengeh and union, which fully evidence 
the fountain whence they flowed. 


So much excellent matter (to uſe the 
words of another) is crowded into ſo ſmall a 
compals, that almoſt every paragraph con- 
tains the value of a ſermon. The nouriſh- 
ment 1s ſo ſtrong, that it requires but little 

to be taken at a time. Where he exhorts, . | 
there is not an expreſſion but what is glow- 
ing with the love of God! Where he di- 5 
rects a miſſioner, or gives inſtructions to 
a ſubſtitute, we can ſcarcely help thinking | 
of a St. Paul, adviſing a Timothy or a Titus. 
Where he writes into Europe, he inſpires 
his ardour into ſovereign princes 3 and 
ſeems with the ſp'rit of his devotion, to in- | 


* 


flame, his colleagues at the diſtance of the 
ö Indies. | 


So much it has been thought well to ſay 
for the readers ſatisfaction; who by this 
publication is however, entitled to form what 
Jargon ſhall to him ſeem juſt and reaſon- 
able. | 
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WELLEN in KENT, 
Jan. 27. 1764. 


JAMES MORGAN. 
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FRANCIS XAVIER. 


P A R 1 x 
GH AR . 


of his Birth, natural Endowments, Studiee, and 
firſt Submiſſion to GOD. 


E was of Navarre, a province of 
5 X Spain. And according to ſome 
8 H who examined his nobility from 

-er records, he derived his 

RK w pedigree from the kings of Na- 
_ eee His father, Don Juan de 
aſſo, was deemed a lord of great merit, and 
held one of the firſt places in the council of ſtate, 
under the reign of king Jahn the third The 
name of his mother was 5 Apilbucis Aavier, 
B heireis 


— ! — — poor 
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heireſs to two of the moſt illuſtrious familibs in 
that kingdom. They had many Children; the 
youngeſt of whom was Francis, the ſame whoſe 
life is here related. | 
He was born in the caſtle of Xavier, on the 
ſeventh of April, 1506. Itrwas from this caſtle 
which appertained to his mother's houſe above 
two hundred years, ſituated at the foot of the 
Pyrenean Mountains, that they took the name of 
Aavier, in lieu of Anarex, which was the former 
name of their family. N | 
He was of a ſtrong habit of body; his com- 
plexion was lively and vigorous, his genius ſub- 
lime, and capable of the greateſt deſigns, his 
heart fearleſs, and agrecable in his behaviour : 


but above all, he was of a gay, comply- 


ing and winning humour; he was naturally 
vain, and paſſionately fond of oſtentation. And 
yet, notwithſtanding all this, he had a moſt 
extreme averſion to all manner of immodeſty, 
a generous foul, great purity of manners, and 
a vaſt inclination to his ſtudies. 

His parents inſpired him with the fear of God 
from his infancy,” and took a particular care of 
his education. And as he had a quick concep- 
tion, a happy memory, and a penetrating mind, 


"he advanced wonderfully in a few years. aving 


gained a ſufficient knowledge of the Latin tongue, 
and diſcoyered a great propenſity to learning, he 
was ſent to the univerſity of Paris. He went 
thither in the eighteenth year of his age, and fell 
immediately on the ſtudy of philoſophy. Tis 
ſcarcely credible with how much ardour he ſur- 
mounted the firſt difficulties of Lagick. Whatſg- 


ever his inclinations were towards, a knowledge 


how ſubtle ard crabbed ſoever, he tugged at it 
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with inceſſant pains, to be at the head of all his 
fellow-ſtudents ; and perhaps never any ſcholar 


beſides himſelf, could join together ſo much eaſe, 


and ſo much Labour, | 

He ſucceeded ſo well in his philoſophy, that 
having taken his degree of maſter of arts, he was, 
judged worthy to teach philoſophy himſelf, His 
parts appeared more than ever in this new em- 
; loyment, and he acquired an high reputation from 
his public lectures on Ar:/otle. 7 

The praiſes which univerſally were given him, 
were extremely pleaſing to his vanity ; and he flat- 
tered himſelf, that the way which he had taken, 
would lead him onward to ſomewhat of greater 
conſequence. Whereas the quality of his birth, 
his natural parts, and his progreſs in learning, 
had raiſed his expeRation in the world (notwith- | 
ſtanding the then il! condition of his impoveriſhed” 
family) he propoſed to himſelf advancement. by 
eccleſiaſtical preferment : and according to the 
cuſtom of ambitious men, who feed themſelves” 
with chimeras, he framed to himſelf the obtain - 


ing great advantages, upon the leaſt appearances. > 


-” 
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ABOUT the time that Xavier began his courſe 


of philoſophy, Ignatius Loycla came into France, 


to finiſh. his ſtudies, which the obſtacles he found 
in Spain, had conſtrained him to interrupt. He 

had not continued long in the univerſity part, : 
before he heard talk of this young maſter in philo- 
ſophy, and grew acquainted with him. Ignatius 
who had renounced the world, and caſt the model 
of a religious and learned ſociety, judged Aa- 
vier to be very proper ſor reaching the goſpel. 
And the ſame he thought of Xavier's Com- 
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To\gain the better opportunity of inſinuating 
himſelf into their acquaintance, Ignatius took 
Jodgings with them, and was not wanting to ex- 
\| | ort them, to live up to the rules of chriſtianity, 
| e Fevre, who was of a tractable nature, and was 
not enamour'd of the world, reſigned himſelf to 
= God without ſtrong oppoſition. But Xavier, 
wu who was of a haughty ſpirit, and whoſe head was 
filled with ambitious thoughts, made a fierce re- 
ſiſtance. His innate pride and vanity made uſe- 
jeſs all the firſt eſſays and diſcourſes, of a man 
who only ſpoke of the contempt of worldly great- 
neſs. He treated Ignatius with much contempt, 
rallying him on all occaſions, and making it his 
buſineſs to ridicule him. 
"ne This however, did not hinder him from uſ- 
"T1 ing every opportunity of repreſenting to Aavier the 
| great conſequence of his eternal welfare, But per- 
TW ceiving that he could make no impreſſion, on a 
TW} deart where ſelf conceit was ſo very prevalent, 
Wi and which was dazzled with vain-glory, he be- 
1 thought himſelf of aſſaulting him on the weaker -. 
fide. He congratulated him for his rare talents, - 
applauded his wit and the ingenuity of his an- 
{wers ; and made it his buſineſs to procure him 
ſcholars, and to augment his reputation, by the 
crowd of his auditors. - | 
Xavier was too vain not to receive, with a 
greedy ſatisfation, whatever incenſe was given 
him of that kind, Applauſe was welcome, 
from whatever hands it came; and withal, he 
was too grateful not to acknowledge thoſe good 
offices, which were done him by & perſon whom 
he had uſed ſo very ill. He was the more ſen- 
{ible of ſuch a kindneſs, by being conſcious to 
himfelf how little he had deſerved it: all which, 
| at 
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at length reconciled him to hearken without re- 
pugnance to thoſe diſcourſes, which were fo 
little ſuitable to his natural bent, But what ſtill 
more contributed to the conqueſt of Xavier was, 
his money failing him about this time, when Ig- 
natius juſt had it in his power to relieve him: 
which he did with all readineſs, on ſo preſſing an N 
occaſion. 5 4 = 
The compliances of Ignatius, and the many 
good offices he had done to Aavier, had wrought 
in him now a great tractableneſs and condeſcen- 
ſion. Beſides, he perceived a great alteration in 
1 Le Frure, his companion, whom Jenatins's diſcourſes 
| 9 had conquered. His way of living did much run in 
Aavier's head, and raiſed reflections in him upon his 
"8 own ſtate, which did not a little ſtagger him. At 
the ſame time, he came to underſtand the qua- 
lity and birth of Ignatius; aſter which, his diſ- 
courſe appeared more rational to him than be- 
fore: as if the condition of the perſon, had given 
weight and authority to his words. His affec- 
tions were now entirely gained, and Ignatius was 
not wanting to purſue the conqueſt, 2 
While things were in this condition, a cer- 
tain Spaniard of mean birth, and worſe life, 
called Micbael Navarr, who pretended. a great 
concern for Xavier, could not endure this change, 
which broke all their commerce. - His rage fell 
againſt the author of it; and he believed that by the 
death of Ignatius, he might again poſſeſs the 
friendſhip of Xavier, He reſolved therefore to 
kill bim: and to that end, he ſet up a ladder one * 
night to the window of Jzngt7us's chamber. But 
while he was getting up, it ſeemed to him that 
he heard a threatening voice, which ſaid to him, . 
«© Whither doſt thou go, thou wretched man? 
B 3; | What 
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What doſt thou mean to do?“ At which he 


retired trechbling and agaſt | and acknowledged 
the horror of his crime. 


THe favourable diſpoſitions which now ap- 
peared in Aavier, gave incouragement' to go on 
with the deſign, of weaning his heart entirely 
from the world for God, Findiog him one day 

more than ordinarily attentive, Ignatius repeated 

to him thoſe words'of our Saviour, more forcibly 
than ever, Nhat ſhall it profit a man to gain the 


—— 


whole world, and to loſe his cwn foul ? After which, 
he told him, That a mind ſo noble, and fo 
great as his, ought not to confine itſelf to the 
vain honours of this world ; that heavenly glory 


that right reaſon would require him to prefer that 
which was eternally to laſt, before what would 
jvaniſh like a dream. P 
| *« Tf there were no other life, continued A- 
natius, but the preſent ; and no other glory but 
that of this world, you would have reaſon to take 
care only how to appear in it, and to raiſe your 
fortune among men. But if there be an Eter- 
nity, as moſt ſurely there is] with what ſenſe can 
you place all your deſires here below; and prefer 
that which paſſes as a dream, to that which will 


— ns 
— te” ro > 


nours of the earth, are too poor and inconſidg# 
rable for ſo generous a heart as yours. The 
kingdom of heaven is only worthy of it. I dy 
not pretend to extinguiſh that noble ardour which 
you have for glory, nor to inſpire you with mean 
thoughts 7 no; be ambitious, be magnani- 
| mous ! but level your ambition to a higher mark; 
| | and 


was the only lawful pbje& of his ambition; and 


never have an end ? Believe me, the vain ho- 
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and ſhew the greatneſs of your ſoul, by defpi- 
ſing all that is beneath it.“ 

Xavier at- that time was ſo diſpoſed, that he 
could not hold out againſt the ſtrength of theſe 
"WM reaſons, and the kindueſs of ſuch a conduct. Af- 
ter many ſerious thoughts, and after many a hard 

W firuggle within bimſelf, he was at length ever- 
come by the power of eternal truth ; and took 4 
up a ſolid reſolution of living according to the 
masxims of the goſpel. 


55 


C 1 wa F. 
07 has entire Change of Life. 


1 


OW it was that Xavier began fully to ſee 

into the emptineſs of earthly greatneſs, and 

found himſelf effectually touched with the love of 
heavenly things. He reſigned himſelf up entirely 
to God, and became inflamed with the zeal of 
edifying others, His firm purpoſe, and the pi 
ritual aſſiſtance which he had from perſons af er; 
$3 | ._perience, made eaſy to: him thaſespa 
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"Mn Per the preſent he ſaw that his main buſineſs; 
= wasto ſubdue his darling paſſion. And as vain- 
10 glory had the greateſt dominion over him, he en- 
deavoured from the beginning, continually to 
humble himſelf, and to confound his pride, in 

the ſenſe of his emptineſs, and of his fins. And 

believing that he could not tame the haughtineſs 

of his ſoul without r ing the fleſh, he un- 


dextook 
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dertook the conqueſt of his body by all poſtible 


methods: and (according to his religious ſenti- 


20 


rigorous faſting, hair-cloath, and a — of o- 
ther ſevere auſterities. "4 
His contemplations were wholly taken up by 
day and by night on divine matters. He found 
himſelf wholly changed into another man, The 
humility of the croſs, appeared to him more ami- 
able than all the glories of the world. 
ed the deſign of glorifying God by all poſſible 
means; and of employing his life for the ſalva- 
tion of fouls. He ſet out with this maxim, That 
we make no progreſs in virtue, but by vanquiſh- 
ing ourſelves; and grew every day more in love 
with pain and ſufferings. 


Land, that he might have a fight of thoſe places 
which were conſecrated by the preſence and blood 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and that he might be furniſhed. 
with what he judged a: laudable occafion of dy- 
ing for his Divine Maſter, 
ſures accordingly, intending. with others, of the 
ſame deſign, to embark at Yemce,: where they 
waited" on the occaſion a whole year. 
Which about this ti e-broke out between the 
NPickiaut andthe 5 ha n the e 
of the Levant, and ſopped the paſſage of the 
FÞly Land; which entirely defeated their whole 
deſign. 


* 


ments) brought to his aſſiſtance, the diſcipline of 


He form- 


He had formed a reſolution of viſiting the Holy: 


He purſued his mea- 


But a 


erce * 


CHAP, 


7 


* K 


JJ £58 ve ed = Wa * 


I N 

- > Ks, 0 4- 
_—_ £ : 
TI, cid: +. ace: . 4 4 


n 


Et receives the Orders of Prieſt hood, and labaurs 


. for the Good of his Neighbour. 


K | T HE diſappointment of viſiting the Ha 

Land, would have been extremely afflictive 
to Xavier, had he not comforted himſelf with re- 
flecting on the method of God's adorable provi- 


dence. He therefore retired into himſelf, with 
ſentiments of the moſt profound ſubmiſſion; and 


offered himſelf to God without reſerve, to do 


or ſuffer whatever his Divine Majeſty ſhould or- 


dain for him. It was ſoon aſter appointed, that 


he ſhould receive the orders of prieſt-hood; for 

the doing of which he diſpoſed himſelf with all 

poſſible preparation. And he did receive them 

with conſiderations of awful dread, and holy con- 

fuſion, which are not eaſy to be expreſſed. 

ans ſought out a ſolitary place, where, being 
a 


rated from the communication of man, he might 
enjoy the privacies of God. He paſſed forty days 


in a miſerable thatched cottage, forſaken of in- 


the day, and ſuſtaining nature only with a little 


pittance of bread : but taſting all the while, the 
iweets of paradiſe, in contemplating the eternal 
truths of faith, As his cabbin did not unfitly re- 


* py A 


preſent to him the ſtable of Bethlehem, fo he pro- 
poſed to himſelf frequently, the extreme po- 


verty of the infant Jeſus, as the pattern of his 
_ own, : | 
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habitants, and out of all -manner of. repair, x 
poſed to the injuriegof afr, lying on the cold. ' 
hard ground, rigidly treating his body, faſting all * 


— 


1 


Lö. 
©. > - 
— — — —— — 2 MS — — 


—— — 2 — = . 


- 23 


EE Os = 


— — 1 —_— — — — —— 2— — — . N — 


— . ——ͤ — 
* 


—̃ — ̃ ͤwU 
5 


n 2 
* — — * 
- i” mY * N rr ' — — — 

* 
* . 

. 1 © rs 4 — 

—) — — 2 
— CA Sy Oe CES. , x ng 5 c * — 2 


- x hd. I, - - 
— —— 295 oe eg Rn 


1 


ſtrength of his conſtitution, that he fell fic 
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He went into the villages and neighbouring- 
towns about Venice (where he now was) and made 
daily exhortations to them; and his penitent aſ- 


; pet gave authority to all his words. He em- 


ployed himſelf two or three months in that man- 
ner: for though there was no appearance that 
any veſſel ſhould ſet fail for the Holy Land, yet 
having obliged himſelf to wait one year, in ex- 
pectation of any ſuch opportunity, he would not 
depart from the territories of the republic, till it 


was wholly expired. When he exerciſed his firſt 


office of prieſt at the altar, tears flowed from him 
in ſuch abundance, that his audience could not 
refrain from mixing their own with his. 

His; auſtere, laborious life, Joined with mueh 


ſenſible devotion, which often makes deep impteſ- 


the 
not 
long after his firſt miniſterial exerciſes. was 
carried into one of the town-hoſpitals (whère he 
was accuſtomed to tend the ſick) which was ſo 
crowded, and ſo poor, that Xavier had in it but 


ſions even on the body, ſo much impaire 


the one half of a wretched bed, and that too in 


a chamber which was open on every ſide. His 
victuals were no better than his lodging; and 
never was ſick man more deſtitute of human ſuc- 
cour; but in requital; heaven was not wanting to 


him. ä 8 


He recovered from this illneſs, but was ſoon 
after viſited with one much more ſevere, at Bo- 


lagnia. A quartan ague ſeized him, both malig- 


nant and obſtinate : it caſt him into extreme faint- 
neſs, and made him as meagre as a ſkeleton. In 
the mean time, lean and languiſhng as he was, 
he ceaſed not to crawl to the publick places, 


and excite paſſengers'to repentance, When his 


voice 
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voice failed him, his wan and mortified face ſpake 


for him, and his preſence alone had admirable 
o | | 

It is true, he ſpoke but very ill ; and his lan- 
guage was only a kind of a confuſed medley of 
Italian, French and Spaniſb; but he pronounced 


it with ſo much vehemence, and the matter of his 


ſermons was ſo ſolid, that his. ill accent and 
improper phraſes were pafled by. His audience 


attended to him as a man of God, and many af- 


ter preaching, threw themſelves at his feet. 

Having laboured all day to the utmoſt of his 
ſtrength, he paſſed the greater part of the night 
in prayer. He ſpoke but ſeldom, but all his 
words were full of ſound reafon, and heavenly » ® 
grace. 

After he had recovered from his illneſs, and 
been employ'd in this manner for ſome time at 
Bologne, he was called to Rome, where he ceaſed 
not to exerciſe\ himſelf in offices of charity ; by . 
procuring aſſiſtance for the neceſſitous poor, and 
by attending the ſick. He likewiſe preached in 
the churches at Rome, and often ſtood in the 
ſtreets and exhorted the people." 8 fn 

Being now. freed from his quartan ague, and his 
ſtrength being again reſtored, he preached with more 
vigour and vehemence than ever. Death, the laſt 
judgment, and the pains of hell, were the common 
ſubjects of his ſermons. He propoſed thoſe terri- 
ble truths after a plain manner; but withall ſo 
movingly, that the people who came in crowds. 
to hear him preach, departed out of the church 
in a profound filence ; and thought leſs of giving 
praiſes to the preacher, than of having their own 
ſouls converted to God, Fr a 0 
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, 
He is appointed to go the Indies. 


BOUT this time, John the third of Portugal, 
deemed a religious prince, and deſirous of 
ſending miſſionaries to the E«/?-1:dies, great part 
of which had been in his poſſeſſion, ſent to 
Rome to procure ſuch, And ſo it was that in 
the courſe of the divine diſpoſals, Xavier was 
made choice of to go thither, in that charac- 
ter. © Rejoice, ſaid Ignatius to him, on the oc- 
ſion, for your finding an opportunity to ſatisfy 
that fe vent deſire which you have of carrying the 
knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt into remote countries. 
You have not here a narrow Pale/tine, or a pro- 
vince of Aſia in proſpect, but a vaſt extent of 
ground; and innumerable kingdoms. An entire 
world is reſerved for your endeavours, and no- 
thing but ſo large a field, is worthy of your cou- 
rage and your zeal. Go, my brother, where the 
voice of God calls you, and kindle thoſe un- 


you.“ 
a Xavier, wholly confounded in himſelf at this 
appointment, and with theſe words'ſpoke to him ; 
with tears of tender affection in his eyes, and 
bluſhing in his countenance, anſwered, that he 
could not but be aſtoniſhed, that a man ſhould be 
pitched upon, for a work which required no leſs 
than an apoſtle, ſo weak and puſillanimous as he 
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known nations with the flame that burns within 


felt himſelf to be: that nevertheleſs he was rea- 
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dy to obey the diſpoſals of heaven; and that he 
offered himſelf, with the whole power of his ſoul, 
to do and ſuffer all things for the ſalvation of the 
Indians. And moreover, that he hoped from 
thoſe idolatrous nations,, to, have the honour of 
dying for Jeſus Chriſt,” which had been denied 
him in the Holy Land. . 
' He added, that now he ſaw that clearly, of 
which God had given him a glimpſe, ſome time 
before in a kind of trance or dream: he beheld 
vaſt oceans full of tempeſts and of rocks, deſert 
iſlands, barbarous countries, hunger and thirſt, 
raging every Where; nakedneſs, multiplicity of 
labours, with bloody perſecution, and imminent _ 
dangers of death and deſtruction. - In the midſt of 
this ghaſtly repreſentation, he. cried out aloud, 
yet more, O my God, yet more] A perſon who 
lay in the ſame chamber with him, heard theſe 
words diſtinctly ; but with all his importunity to 
have their meaning explained, Aavier would diſ- 
cover nothing at that time; till embarking for 
the Indies, he revealed it to him. 1 > 
Aavier was advertiſed of this voyage to the 
Indies, but the day before the ambaſſador of John 
III. K. of Portugal departed from Rome. He 
had but time enough to patch up his caſſock, and 
bid his friends farewell. One of them, a con- 
ſiderable perſon, at taking his leave ſaid to him, 
for his encouragement, to this effect, That the 
eternal wiſdom is never failing to ſupply us with _ | 
ſtrength,Ko proſecute the labours; to which it 


has ordained us, even though they ſhould ſurpaſs 


all human abilities. He muſt indeed prepare him- 
ſelf for many ſufferings ; but the affairs of God 
ſucceeded "not, | but by the ways of ſufferings, 
and the croſs : and that true evangelical labourers 
„ C „ 
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muſt evidence themſelves ſuch, by treading in the 
ſteps of the apoſtles, whoſe lives were but one 
continued croſs, and a daily death. Finally, that 
it ſeemed God had appointed him for the re- 
viving the faith of Chrift in thoſe countries, where 
it had been planted by St. Thomas, the apoſtle of 
the Indies. And that if it were neceſſary for him 
to ſhed his blood for the glory of Chriſt Jeſus, 
he ſhould account it his greateſt happineſs. 'I heſe 
words inſpired him with new vigour, and in his 
anſwer there ſhone, through a profound humi- 
lity, an aftoniſhing magnanimity of ſoul ; ſuch 
as preſaged the events which, afterwards followed 
in the Indies. | 1 
He departed from Rome in the company of Maſ- 
caregnas,, the Portugal ambaſſador on the 15th of 
March, 1540, without any other equipa ge beſides 
a ſingle book. | | 
The journey to Lisbon, was all the way 
by land; and was above three months. He 
had a horſe allowed him, by order from the am- 
baſſador ; but they were no ſooner on their way, 
than he made him common. At the inns he was 
every man's ſervant,” even to the loweſt offices, 
by an exceſs of humility, which on theſe oc- 
caſions cauſed. him to forget the dignity of his 
character. He reſigned his chamber and his bed 
to thoſe who wanted them; and never lodged 
but on the ground. In the reſt of his actions he 
was ever chearful, and always pleaſant in diſcourſe, 
which made all deſirous of his company; he 
ſtill mixed ſomewhat edifying with "all he did 


or ſaid, both to the "maſters, and the ſeryants, 


and inſpired them alike with thoughts of piety. | 


Being 
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Being gotten out of France, and having paſſed 
the Pyreneans, or the ſide of Navarre,-when they 
were now- approaching Pampeluna, Maſcaregnas 
bethought himſelf that father Francis (fo Xavier 
was now commonly called) had not ſpoken one 
word of going to the caſtle of Xavier, which was 
but a little diſtance from their road. 
bered him of it, and was even ſo importunate with 
him as to ſay, that ſince he was about to leave 
Europe, and perhaps never more to ſee it, he could 
not in decency diſpenſe with giving a viſit to his 
family, and taking his laſt leave of his mother, 
who was yet living. . 


/ 


But he could not be perſuaded to turn out of 
the road; being of opinion, that having forſaken 


all things for the love of God, he had nothing 


of his relations, till he ſhould viſit them in hea- 
ven; that this tranſient view would be accom- 
panied but with melancholy and ſadneſs, the 


common product of a laſt farewel ; but in heaven 
he ſhould eternally 


behold them with pleaſure, 

and without the leaſt alloy of ſorrow.” | 
They arrived at Lisbon towards the End of 

June. Aavier retired immediately to the hoſpital 


of All-ſaints. Three or four days after, he was 
called to court: the king and queen who were 
in company together, received him with all the 


marks of (ſteem and reſpect. They aſked him 
divers queſtions; and he made anſwer to all their 


demands in few words, but ſo very pertinently, 
as greatly ſatisfied both their majeſties. | 


0 & 


- 


remaining in this world; and that fleſh and blood 
are enemies to the apoſtolical ſpirit. He only ſaid" 
to the.ambaſſador, + That he deferred the fight ' 
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He remem- - 


C HAP. 6 


_ - The L I F E of 


s M A, . V. 
His Manner of Life at Lisbon. 


HO? an officer of the palace had orders to 


prepare a handſome lodging, with good 
accommodations for him, he reſpectfully refuſed it; 
and returning to the hoſpital, there continued. 


He would not ſo much as receive the entertain- 


ment of diet which was aſſigned him from court ; 
dut liyed according to that manner of life which 
he had preſcribed himſelf, 


The fleet not being to ſet ail till the next 


ſpring, and not knowing what it was to live in 
- 1dleneſs, Aavier was not ſatisfied only to inſtruct a 
number of young gentlemen, which the king him- 
ſelf had committed to his charge ; but befides, he 
aſſiſted the ſick in the hoſpitals day and night, 
viſited the priſoners every day, and catechized 
children many times in the week. He likewiſe 
often diſcourſed with the principal perſons of the 
court, and engaged them in the ſervice of God. 
Beſide which, he preached frequently in the 
. churches. 

In the mean time, Martin d. Azpilcueta, ſur- 
named the Doctor of Navarre, who was uncle to 
Aavier on the mother's ſide, and who was chief 
profeſſor of divinity in the univerſity of Coimbra, 
having heard the news of his nephew's arrival, 
wrote earneſtly to the king, that it would pleaſe 
him to ſend Father Francis to him, urging his re- 
queſt by the moſt intareſting motives. But theſe 
letters prevailed nothing. He who had ey 
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ſo much as to turn out of his way, to ſee his 
mother, was bent againſt the taking a journey, 
and forſaking his important buſineſs, to viſit one 
of his relations. | 

The king retainꝰd Aavier at Lisbon, at his own 


requeſt; and he wrote a letter of excuſe to the 


doctor of Navarre, who had written two to him 
full of tenderneſs and friendſhip. As that doctor 
was unſatisfied with that kind of life, which his 
nephew had embraced, Aavier reſolved him on that 


point, by letting him know, among other things, 
That it is of little conſequence to be judged 
of man, eſpecially of ſuch who will needs be judg- 


ing, before they underſtand the matter, and know 


the merits of the cauſe.” He ſaid moreover, con- 


cerning his going to the Indies, “that his uncle 


- ſhould comfort himſelf for his abſence, by the 
hope of ſeeing each other in the heavenly king- 


dom.“ - | 


During the time of Aavier's ſtay: at Lisbon, 


every thing he undertook in his profeſſion, ſug- 
ceeded ſo well, that he had ſome apprehenſions 
concerning this tide of happineſs. He bemoaned 


it ſometimes to himſelf, and ſaid, that . proſ- 
perity was always formidable, even in the moſt 


pious undertakings ; that perſecution Was: more 
| wn. 8s and a much ſurer mark of Chriſt's diſ- 
+eiples.”” | 8.03 1 
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Tur time of embarkment being come, he was 
called one day to the palace: the king diſcourſed 


fully with him, concerning the preſent condition 


of the Indies; and having delivered him all. the 


inſtructions and credentials which he judged ne- 


neceſſary for his miſſion; he received them 
from the hands of the xing wich profound reſpect, 
> C „ ſay- 
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ſaying, that “ as much as his weakneſs was ca- 
pable of performing, he ſhould endeavour to ſuſ- 
tain the burden, which God and ban had laid 
upon him.“ 8 
Some few days before he went to ſea, a no- 
bleman, who ſuperviſed the proviſions of the na- 
val army, advertiſed Xavier to make a note of 
what things were neceſlary for him, in order to 
his voyage; aſſuring hini from his majeſty, that 
he ſhould be furniſhed to his own deſire. They 
want nothing, reply'd he with a ſmile, who 
have occaſion for nothing. I am much obliged 
to the king for his liberality, and to you, fir, for 
your care of me; but I owe more to divine pro- 
vidence, and you would not wiſh me to diſ- 
truſt it.” 1 
The count, who had an expreſs order 
from the king to make a large proviſion for 
Aavier, was very urgent with him, and im- 
portuned him ſtrongly to take ſomething, “for 
fear, ſaid he, of tempting providence, which does 
not every day work miracles.“ Not to appear ob- 
ſtinate, or preſumptuous, he deſired ſome little 
books of devotion, for which he foreſaw he ſhould 
have occaſion in the Indies; and a thick cloath 
habit againſt tbe exceflive colds, which are to 
be endured in doubling. the cape. When he 
could not be prevailed upon to take any further 
accommodations, the count infiſted, (ſaying to 
Tavier, you ſhall not be maſter in every thing”) 
on his having a ſervant to attend him, “ be- 
cauſe I am ſure, ſaid he, you cannot do without 
one.” | | 
„ $9 long as J have the uſe of theſe two hands, 
reply'd Xavier, I will have no other ſervant.” 
But decency, added the count, requires that 
: vou 
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.you ſhould have one, if itwere but to maintain 
the dignity of your character. How ſhameful 
would it be to have an apoſtolical miſſionary 
waſhing his own linnen on the deck, and dreſ- 
ſing his own victuals? © TI will take upon me 


for once, ſaid Xavier, to ſerve myſelf and o- 


thers too, without diſhonouring my character, 


So long as I do no ill, I am in no fear of ſcan- 


dalizing my neighbour ; nor of debaſing that au- 


thority with which I am intruſted. They are 
theſe human conſiderations, and falſe notions of 


 decencich and punctilios, which have reduced the 


church of Chriſt to that condition in which we 
now ſee it.“ | - 
This poſlitive anſwer prevented all further urg- 
ings of Caffagnera, who ſaid on this occaſion, 
he found it much more difficult to combat the 
denials of Aavier, than to ſatisfy the cravingsand 
deſires of other men. C 
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He embarks for the Indies, 38 

HE day of his departure being come at 

length, and all things in readineſs to 

ſet ſail, he went to the port with two com 

panions, whom he carried with him to the u- 
dies. Symon Rodriguez, a beloved friend and 
companion of his, bore him company to the fleet. 


| Embracing each other with much tendernefs, 


«© My brother, faid Xavier, theſe are the laſt 


words that I ſhall ever ſay to you: we ſhall ſee 


each 
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each other no more in the preſent world. Let 


us endure our ſeparation with patience: for moſt 
certain it is, tKat being well united with our 


Lord, we ſhall be united in ourſelves ; and that 


nothing ſhall be able to divide us from the ſo- 


ciety which we have in Chriſt Jeſus,” 


* As to what happened when we were cham- i 


ber- fellows, in the hoſpital at Rome, and con- 


cerning which you deſired to be informed, where- 
fore I cried out one night, Jet more, O Lord, yet 
amore; I muſt now tell you, that I then beheld, 
but whether ſleeping or waking, God only knows, 
all that I was to ſuffer for the glory of Jeſus 
Chriſt ! Our Lord infuſed into me ſo great de- 
light for ſufferings, that not being able to ſa- 
tizfy myſelf with thoſe troubles, which He had 
preſented to my imagination, I begged of Him 
yet more And that was the ſenſe of what I pro- 
nounced with fo much vehemence, yet more ; yet 
more I hope the Divine goodneſs will grant me 
that in India, which He has foreſhewn me in 


. Ztaly ; and that the deſires which He inſpired into 


me, ſhall be ſhortly ſatisfied.“ 

After theſe words, they embraced each other 
a-new and parted, both of them in tears. The 
ſignal of departure was then given, and they ſet 
fail: it was on the 7th of April, 1541; and in 
the 36th year of Xavier's age. 
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CHAP VI. 


His E mployment i in the Ship; and till he arrived at 
the Indies. ; il * 


HE found himſelf ſufficient employment du- 
ring the time of the navigation. He firſt 


ſet himfelF by all poſhble means, to baniſh gam- 


ing out of the company, the only recreation, or 
rather employment of ſea-men, And to this end, 
among other meaſures, which he purſued to res 
move it; he even at length became a looker on, 
that he might ſomewhat awe them by his pre- 
ſence : has when they were breaking out into 
any extravagancies, he reclaimed them by gentle 
and ſoft reproofs. There were above a thouſand 
perſons in the ſhip : he made himſelf all to all, 
thereby to gain ſome to Jeſus Chriſt, entertaining 
every man with ſuch diſcourſes as were ſuitable 
to his calling. His natural courteſy and obliging 
diſpoſition, gained him a general eſteem. The 
moſt br rutal perſons ſought his converſation, and 
were even pleaſed to hear him ſpeak of God. 

He inſtructed the ſeamen daily in the princi- 
ples of religion, and often preached to them at 
the foot of the main-maſt ; and with ſuch effect, 
that after ſome time, nothing was heard among 
them, which was offenſive to the honour of God, 
or touched upon obſceneneſy, or ill manners. They 
ſo reſpected him, that often one word from him, 


appeaſed their quarrels, and put an end to their 
differences. 


The 
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The vice - roy invited him from the very firſt 
day, to eat at his table ; but Xavier humbly ex- 
cuſed it with great acknowledgements ; and dur- 
ing the whole voyage, lived upon ſuch food as the 
common ſea- men made uſe of. ; 8 

In the mean time, the ſtench of the waters, 
and the putrefaction of their fleſh proviſions un- 
der the line, produced many dangerous diſtem- 
pers among them; chiefly a peſtilential fever, and 
a kind of canker, which ulcerated all the gums. 
The ſick being crowded together, ſpread the in- 
fection all around. He wiped them in their 
ſweats, cleanſed their ulcers, and waſhed their 
linnen, and rendered them all the moſt abject 
ſervices. But his chief care reſpected their con- 
ſciences, and diſpoſing them to a chriſtian death. 

A large cabbin, which had been aſſigned him, 
(altho' he laboured under languiſhments of body 
bimſelf) he reſigned to ſuch as were more deſ- 
perately ill; laying himſelf upon the bare deck, 
without other pillow than the tackling. 2. 

After five months of perpetual navigation, the 
ſhip arrived at Mozambique in Africa, towards 
the end of Auguſt. In this place they wintered. 
The fick being ſent to the hoſpitals, Xavier and 
his two companions, followed to tend them there, 
The undertaking was beyond his ftrength ; but 
the ſoul often ſuſtains the body; and charity can 
do all things, The ſick thought that the very 
ſight of him, availed them more than a thouſand 
medicines. | | F 

Having paſſed the day in labour, he watched 
all night with dying men, or layed himſelf down 
by thoſe who were in molt danger, to ſteal a ſhort 
unquiet ſlumber. The greatneſs of his fatigues, 
at length overwhelmed nature; and he fell lick 
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himſelf of a fever, ſo violent, and ſo malignant, 
that he was three days in a delirium, Many 
were deſirous to withdraw him from the hoſpital, 
and offered their own lodgings, He conſtantly 
refuſed, and aid, ** He would live and die a- 
mongſt the poor.“ 

When che violence of his diſorderiwas at all, 
abated, he forgot himfelf to think on others, 


The phyſician having one day met him going hi- 


ther and thither among the fick, as his tenderneſs 
and charity called him, in the middle of his fit; 
after having felt his pulſe, plainly told him, that 
in all the hoſpital, there was net one man in more 
danger than himſelf, and prayed him that he 
would take ſome ſmall repoſe, and but give him- 
ſelf a breathing time, till\his fever were in the de- 
clenſion, = 
„ will punctually obey you, replyed Aavier, 
when J have performed one part of my duty, 
which calls upon me: it concerns the ſalvation ef 
a ſoul, and there is no time to be loſt on ſuch an 
occaſion.” Immediately he ordered to be carried 
to his own bed, a poor ſhip-boy, who lay 
REY out upon a little ſtraw, with a burning 
evedupon him, without ſpeech or kaowledge. The 
iy; had not been long placed upon the bed, be- 
fore he came to himſelf, Aavier made uſe of the 
opportunity, and laying himſelf by the ſick per- 
ſon, who had led a moſt diſſolute life, exhorted 
him ſo ſtrongly all that night, to abominate his 
ſins, and to rely on the mercy of almighty God, 
that he ſaw him die in great contrition, mixed 


with reviving hope. 


After this he kept the promiſe he had made to 
the phyſician, and took care of his own preſerva- 
tion. His fever abated bY e and at _ 

left 
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left him of itſelf But his flrkngih was not well 
recovered; when the navy put to Ka again: which 


was on the fifteenth, of March 1542; after a 


ſix months reſidence in the kingdom of Mozan:- 
bigue. They arrived at Cc, the capital city o 
the Indies, in May the ſame Fan 
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His firſt Empl:yment, and May of Living in the 


Indies. 


| FTE R Xavier was landed, he went 
. immediately to the hoſpital, and there 


took his lodging, notwithſtanding the 

inſtances of the viceroy, who was 

deſirous to have had him in his palace, 

He began his miſſionary function by applying 
himſelf to the biſhop of Goa, whoſe name was 
Juan & Albuquerque. After delivering to him his 
credentials, he caſt himſelf at his feet, and deſired 
his bleſſing. The prelate, edified with the modeſty 


of Xavier, and ftruck with the venerable air of 


ſanctity which 1 in his countenance, took 
him up immediatel 18 and embraced him with 
great tenderneſs. bid him reſt aſſured, that 


if the epiſcopal authority was needful to main- 
tain his character, and ſucceed his labours, it 
ſhould never r be wanting to him.“ 
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Tu firſt conquerors of the Indies are faid to 
have eſtabliſhed chriſtianity there. But it was 
lamentably barbarous at this time. Mahometaniſm 
and Idolatry, had over-run the whole country; 
nor were there, as was ſuppoſed, more than four 
preachers in all the Indies. The greateſt part of 
the natives adored the devil, under an obſcene 
figure, and with ceremonies which deceney for- 
bids to mention. Some among them changed 
their deity every day; and the firſt living crea- 


ture which happened to meet them in the morn- 


ing, was the object of their worſhip, not excep- 
ting even dogs or ſwine. In this they were uni- 
form, that they all offered bloody ſacrifices to ' 
their gods. And nothing was more common, 


than to ſee bleeding infants on the altars, ſlaugh- 


tered by the hands of their own parents. 

Thus it was with the natives ; nor was there 
a great deal of difference between theſe and the 
Portugueſe themſelves, who lived more like idola- 
ters than chriftians, The pleaſures of Aa, and 
the commerce of Hiſidels, aided not a little to 
debauch them, to that fhameful degree in which 
Xavier found them. 


Suck manifold abominations, inflamed the 
zeal of this miſſionary. He begun with the re- 
formation of the Portugueſe ; and to obtain the 
bleſſing of heaven upon his labours, he conſe- 
crated the greateſt part of the night to prayer, al- 
lowing himſelf at the moſt, but four hours ſleep: 
and even this little repoſe, was commonly diſ- 
turbed. For lodging in the hoſpital, and lying 
always near the fol: his ſlumber: was broken by 
their leaſt complaint, and he failed not to rife to 
their relief. He * to his prayers at break 
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of day, and afterwards employed the forenoon in 

the hoſpitals, particularly that of the lepers. He 

| embraced thoſe miſerable creatures one after ano- 
ther, and diſtributed among them all that he 
could procure in. charity, n 

In the afternoon he made a turn about the 
town, with a bell in his hand, and gave a loud 
ſummons to the fathers of families, that for the 
love of God, they would ſend their children and 
ſlaves to dnechith. The little children ga- 
thered together in crowds about him. He led 
them to the church, and expounded to them the 
Apoſtles Creed, the commandments of God, and 
all the practiſes of devotion, which their years 
would admit of. And it was through the means 
of theſe children, that the town of Goa began to 
change its face. They became modeſt and de- 
vout, which was a filent cenſure of that de- 
bauchery which appeared in perſons of riper 
years. Sometimes they even reproved their pa- 
rents, and their reproofs often put the moſt diſ- 
ſolute libertines to the bluſh. 

He then proceeded to public preaching ; the 
effect of which very ſhortly appeared. any, 
even of the Iadians ſmiting their breaſts, bitterly 
lamented their offences. 

So great was the reſort of convinced perſons to 
him, declaring their crimes and imploring his 
counſel, that writing from Goa to a friend in 
Europe on that ſubject, he ſaid, © that if it had 
been poſſible for him, to have been at once in 
ten places, he ſhould not have wanted for em- 

ployment.“ Such an univerſal change of man- 
ners appeared at length in the whole city that 
Ted meme another lort of people. 
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CRAB. 
From Goa, be goes to the ua Fiſhery. 


E. was made to underſtand that on theo ori- 

ental coaſt, which lies extended from cape 
Comorin, to the iſlei'of Manor, and is called the 
coaſt of Fiſhery, there were certain people called 
Paravas, that is to ſay, fiſhers: that ſome of this 
people had cauſed themſelves to be baptized, _ 
intereſted motives, reſpecting the .Portugueſe ; 
had nothing more of chriſtianity than their _—_ 


| baptiſm ; and that it would be a work well- 


pleaſing in the ſight of God, to labour to ac- 
compliſh their converſion: [t was not concealed 
from him however, that the land was barren, and 


ſo deſtitute of the conveniencies of life, that no 


{ranger was willing to ſettle there : that intereſt 
alone drew the merchants thither ; ; and that the 


| heats were inſupportable. 


The propoſal was according to * s heart's 
deſire: He offered himſelf without the leaſt he- 
ſtation, to go and inſtruct that people; and em- 
barked about the middle of October, 1542. He 
took with him two young men acquainted with 
the language of the Malabars, which is ſpoken 


on the coaſt of Fiſhery. He went without receiv- 
ing the offers that were made him of money, and 


other proviſions; accounting, that he had no 
großer treaſures than his poverty, nor any fund 
more certain than that cf providence, He ac- 


; cepted 
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cepted only a pair of ſhoes, to defend him in 
ſome meaſure from the burning ſands upon the 
coaſts, | 2 

Being arrived there, he immediately fell in 
with a village of idolaters. He could not bear to go 
any farther, without preaching the name of Jefus 
to theſe gentiles. He went about from place to 
place with his bell in his hand, after the ſame 
manner as at Goa, and gathering together all he 
met, both men and children, inſtructed them in 
the chriſtian doctrine. 
Buy an aſtoniſhing induſtry and unwearied ap- 
plication, he ſo got acquainted with their lan- 
guage, that he ſoon tranſlated into the Paravas 
tongue, the Lord's prayer, the apoſtle's creed, 
the ten commandments, and the whole © cate- 
chiſm. He appointed meetings for both old and 
young. We intermingle, ſays he, in a let- 
ter on the occaſion, ſhort prayers with our in- 
fruCtions.” So when he explained to them one 
article of the creed, he began thus, and they 
repeated after him, Jeſus, thou Son of the living 
God, give me the grace to believe firmly this fir/t 
article of thy faith; and with that intention, we ef 
fer Thee that Prayer, of which Thou Thyſelf art au- 
thor. | 

Almoſt in the ſame manner, adds he, we 
run over the ten commandments, When we 
Have jointly repeated the firſt precept, which is 
10 laue God, we pray thus: O Jen Chrift, Thou 
San of the living God, grant us thy grace to love Thee 
above all things! And immediately after, we ſay 
the Lord's prayer,” He, in the laſt place, before 
their meeting broke up, made an exhortation, 
which he compoſed in their own language, being 
an epitome of the chriſtian faith, and of the ne- 


ceſſary 
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ceſſary duties incumbent on chriſtians, in coder 
to their ſalvation. Before he left any place to go 
to another, he called together the moſt intelli- 
gent among them, and gave them in writing 
what he had taught ; appointing them to aſſemble 
the people, and to repeat what they had learnt 
before. Theſe he named Catechiſls, to whom, 
for the preſent, he committed the care of every 
thing. 

His labours became fo ſucceſsful among this 
people; they were ſo affected with the things of 
God, and were ſo deſirous of knowing the myſ- 
teries of faith, that they ſcarcely gave him time 
to take a little nouriſhment, or a ſhort repoſe. 
They ſought after him continually, and he was 
ſometimes forced to hide himſelf. from them, to 
gain the leiſure of private intercourſe with God. 
They clearly ſaw and acknowledged the differ- 
ence betwixt the G OD of the Chriſtians, and the 
Pageds, which is the name given in the Indiæs, 
both to the temples and the images of their faiſe 
Gods, The very Brachmans. (ſuch is the name 
of their idol prieſts) were conſtrained to honour 
Xavier, notwithſtanding they wrought him much 


trouble, expoſed him to many n and even 
ſought to take away his life. | 


THe life which Xavier led wherever he came, 
contributed as much as any thing to the ſucceſs. 
of his labours. His food was the fame with that 


of the pooreſt people, rice and water, His ſleep 
was now but three hours at the moſt, and t 


in a fiſher's cabin on the ground; for he had 


ſoon made away with the mattraſs and coverlet, { 
dt the ner had ſent him from Goa, ;- The 
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remainder of the night he paſſed withGod, or with 


his neighbour. 


His labours were without intermiſſion ; and he 
muſt needs have ſunk under them, if God had 
not in a particular manner ſupported him. Be- 
ſides his conftant preaching, and other miniſte- 
rial functions, which employ'd him day and night, 
No quarrel was ſtirring, no difference on foot 
among them, of which he was not choſen um- 
pire. 

But in the midſt of all his 8 he 
enjoyed thoſe ſpiritual refreſhments, aild ſweets 
of heaven, which God only beſtows on fouls 
who regard nothing but the croſs. 

Having related in a letter to K though 
in general terms, and in the third perſon, what 
he had performed on the coaſts of Fiſhery, I 


have no more to add, ſays he, but only that they 4 


who come hither to labour in the ſalvation of 
idolaters, receive ſo much conſolation from a- 
bove, that if there be a perfect joy on earth, it is 
that which they feel.” He goes on, I have 
ſometimes heard a man ſaying thus to God, O 
my God, give me not ſo much comfort in this | ife j 
or i, by an . of morey, thou wilt heap it upon 
me, take me to Thyſelf, and make me partaker of thy 
glory; for it is tho 4 a pum/omont to live without 


the fight of Th 


THz methods he made uſe of to inflruR the 
Pagans, and the ſucceſs which he met with 
therein, were indeed ſurpriſing, He writes himſelf, 
„that in one month were baptized ſome thou- 
ſand idolaters : and that frequently in one day 
were baptized a well-peopted village.” He ſays 
alle, ce that it was to him a moſt pleaſing ob- 


ject 
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ject to behold, that ſo ſgon as thoſe infidels had 

received baptiſm, they ran, vying wich each o- 

ther, to demoliſh the temples of the- idols.” 

| There being no church which was capable of 

containing thoſe who came to hear him, he led 
them into a ſpacious plain, to the number 'of a- 

= bout five or fix thouſand perſons ; and there, get- 


1 ting up in a tree, that he might the farther ex- 
tend his voice, he preached to them the words of 7 
4 eternal truth, — 3 | 
| The Brachmans at length could not endure to 

have the worſhip of the Pageds abandoned in the 


manner they were, and reſolved to be revenged on 
the author of ſo ſtrange an alteration. They 
uſed many ſtratagems to diſpatch him privately, 
The murtherers lay in ambuſh more than once, 
1 and in the ſilence of the night endeavoured to 
= ſhoot him with their arrows, But divine providence 
did not ſuffer their malice to take place: of all their 
arrows, one only wounded him, and that but 
lightly. Enraged and deſperate for having miſſed 
their aim, they ſought him every where, and ſet 
fire to three or four houſes, where they thought 
he might poſſibly be lodged. He was conſtrained {| 
one day to hide in the covert of a foreſt, and pa- 
ſed the following night in a tree to "eſcape their 
malice, who ſearched the whole foreſt to fmd » 3 
him. | .Y 
His prayers, on theſe and ſuch like occaſion 
among his new converts, were to this effect, 
O Lord, remember that Thou art the God of mercies, 
and the protector of the faithful give not up to the 
fury of theſe wolves, that flock, of which Thou haſt 
appointed me paſtor. That theſs new chriſtians, 
who are yet ſo freble in the faith, may not repent" their 
embracing it; and that the infidelt may nat have the 
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advantage of oppreſſing thaſe who repoſe their conf dence 
in Thee ! * 

He beſought God, with abundance of tears, 
to take pity on thoſe obſtinate idolaters. 0 
Lord, ſaid he, all hearts are in thy hands | Thou 


canſt bend, as it plcaſeth Thee, the moſt obdurate : 
behold, and do that honour even now to the blazd and 


the name of thy beloved Son . 
It gave him exceeding great. joy to find mul- 
titudes of the heathen, made willing to be in- 


ſtructed in the way of eternal life; but he was 


afflicted, that he was not ſufficient alone, to in- 


ſtruct ſo many vaſt countriesa He wrote ear- 


neſtly to ſome perſons in- Europe for a ſupply of 
miſſionaries. One of his letters was as fol- 
lows, | | 

I have often thoughts to run over, if it were 
poſſible, all the univerſities of Europe, and to cry 
aloud to thoſe who abound more in learning than 


in charity. Ah, how many ſouls are loſt to 
heaven, through your default! It were to be 


wiſhed, that thoſe people would apply themſelves 


as diligently to the ſalvation of ſouls, as they do 


to the ſtudy of ſciences 3 to the end they might 
render to Almighty God a good account of their 


labours, and the talents which He has beſtowed 
upon them. They would then renounce their 


paſſions, and trample. under foot all worldly va- 


nities: they would put themſelves in condition 


of following the motions of the divine will. They 


would ſay from the bottom of their hearts— Be- 


hold me in readineſs, O my Lord; ſend me 
whereſoeyer Thou ſhalt pleaſe ! even to the. In- 
diet, if Thou commandeſt me. | 8 
„Good God, how much more happily would 
thoſe learned men then live, than now they 2 8 


* 
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And in the hour of death, when they are ready 
to ſtand forth, before the dreadful judgment-ſeat, 
how much greater reaſon would they have to 
hope well of God's eternal mercy, being able 
to ſay, O Lord, Thou haſi given me five talents, 
and behold I have added other five. 

« | take God to witneſs, that it appears to 


me, that millions of idolaters might be converted 


from their idolatry, if there were more preachers, 
who would fincerely mind the intereſts of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and not their own concernments.” He 
wrote a letter to John the third, King of Per- 
tigal, about the fame time, on the ſame ſubject ; 
part of which is here ſubjoined, 

© Your majeſty ought to conſider, that in con- 
ferring on you the empire of this new world (fothe 
Indies were called, when they were firſt diſcovered 
by the Zuropeans) his intention was not ſo much, 

that you ſhould fill your coffers with the riches 
of the Eaſt, as that you ſhould have an oppor- 


tunity of ſignalizing your zeal, by making 


known to idolaters (thro* the means of thoſe 
who ſerve you) the Creator and Redeemer of the 
world.” j 


1 
And ſhould this be omitted, or be but lightly 


performed, “there is a danger, ſaid he, that 
when God ſhall ſummon your majeſty to judg- 
ment, that will come to paſs, which you leaft 
expect, and which is not to be avoided. | 

«© May your majeſty be pleaſed a little to in- 
ſpect your incomes from the Indies; and after 


that, look over the expences which are made for 


the advancement of religion; that having weigk- 


ed all things equally on either fide, you may 
make a judgment, if that which you beſtow, 
bears any proportion to what you receive. And 


then 


* 
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then perhaps you will find a juſt ſubjeR to ap- 
prehend, that of thoſe immenſe treaſures, whieh 
the divine goodneſs has heaped upon you, you 
have given to God, but an inconſiderable pit- 
_ tance.” | 9 

The ſincere and ardent charity of my heart 
towards your majeſty, has conſtrained me to write 
to you in this manner; eſpecially when my ima- 
gination repreſents to me, in a lively ſort, the 
complaints with the poor Indians fend up to hea- 
ven, that out of ſo vaſt a treaſure, with which 
your eſtate is inriched by them, you employ ſo 
little for their ſpiritual neceſſity.“ The letter 
ended in begging this favour of Almighty God, 
that the king, in his life-time, might have thoſe 
conſiderations, and that conduct, which he could 
wiſh to have had, when he was dying. 


Xavier would not be fixed for a conſtancy to 
any ſingle place; but formed a reſolution to carry 
the name and doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt, from iſle 
to iſle, -and from kingdom to kingdom, even to 
the utmoſt limits of the F. But before he re- 
ſolved on any particular place, he always con- 
fulted God by mighty prayer, in order to be fully 
ſatisfied of his divine pleaſure. And being thus 


ſatisfied, no iatreaties of friends, or proſpect of 


dangers, or want, or any other thing, could move 
him in the leaſt degree. | 
At one time, after waiting much upon God 
concerning a voyage, which he was reſolving 
upon to Macaſſar, and being ſatisfied in the point, 
he wrote to Goa as follows, 

I hope that God will confer his favours up- 
on me in this voyage; ſince through his infinite 
mercy, I have learnt with ſo much. ſpiritual joy, 
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that it is his holy pleaſure, I ſhould go to thoſe + 
kingdoms of Macaſſar. I am fo much reſolved 
on executing what our Lord has revealed to me, 
that if I ſhould be wanting on my part, I ſhould 
go, to my thinking, in direct oppoſition to his 


orders. I repoſe withal, ſo great a confidence 


in God, for the love of whom I undertake this 
voyage, that if there ſhould only paſs this way 
ſome little bark of Malacca (he wrote from the: | 
town of Miliapor, ſaid to be the place of St. 
Thomas the apoſtle's long reſidence and martyr- . 


dom) I ſhould go abroad, without the leaſt de- 


liberation, All my hope is in God: and I con- 
Jure you by his love to remember always in your 
prayers, ſo great a ſinner as I am,” 


K b 
e 
He goes to the iſles Del Moro. | 
* RING 8 which * made 
in a place called Ternate, he heard ſpeak 


of certain iſles, which are diſtant from it about 
lixty leagues eaſtward, and which take their 


name from the principal, called De! Moro. 


The deplorable ſituation and ſtate of their inhas. 
bitants, excited his tendereſt compaſſion, and made 
him reſolve to vifit them, When his deſign was 
known, all poſſible endeavours were uſed to break. 
it, His friends were not wanting to inform” 
him, that the country was hideous, as it was 
barren z that it ſeemed accurſed by nature, and a 


1 
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more fitting habitation for beaſts than men. It 
was told him moreover, that the people of the 
country ſurpaſſed in cruelty and faithleſſneſs, all 
the barbarians of the world; 
one another; that they fed themſelves with hu- 
man fleſh : that their inhumanity extended ſo far, 
that when they deſigned a ſumptuous feaſt, they 
begged ſome of their friends to ſend them an old 
unprofitable father, to be ſerved up to the enter- 
tainment of their gueſts, with promiſe to repay 
them in kind, on the like occaſion. They ur- 
ged a variety of other reaſons to diſſuade him 
from attempting the converſion of thoſe iſlanders, 
accompanied with many prayers and tears. But 
they were to no purpoſe : Aavier was ſtedfaſt to 
his reſolution. 

His Friends at length, perceiving their in- 
treaties availed nothing, had recourſe to con- 
ſtraint: ſo far as to obtain from the governour 
"of Ternate a decree, forbidding on ſevere penal- 
ties, any veſſel to carry him to the ifles Del 
Mero. 

Xavier ſeriouſly reſented this ufape: and fer- 
vently expoſtulated the matter with his friends, 
Where are thoſe people, ſaid he, that dare con- 
fine the power of Almighty God ? And have fo 
mean an apprehenſion of our Saviour's love and 
grace? Are there any hearts hard enough to re- 
ſiſt the influences of the Moſt High, when it 
pleaſeth Him to ſoften and to change them ? Can 
they ſtand in oppoſition to that gentle, and yet 
commanding force, which can make dry bones 
live, and raiſe up children unto 4braham from 
ſtones ? What! Shall He, who has provided for 
ſubjecting the whole world, by the croſs ! Shall 
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corner of the univerſe ? Shall then the iſles Del 
Moro be the only place which ſhall receive no be- 
nefit of redemption? I acknowledge them to be 
very barbarous and brutal, and yet be it granted 
they were more inhuman than they are, it js be- 
| cauſe, I can do nothing of myſelf, that I have the 
1 better hopes of them. 5 


| « Tf thoſe iſles, he added, abounded.in pre- 
= cious woods, and mines of gold, the chriſtians 
| would have the courage to go thither ; and all 
q the dangers of the world, would not be able to 
affright them: they are baſe and fearful, be- 
= cauſe there are only fouls to purchaſe. And ſhall 
it then be ſaid, that charity is leſs daring than 
2 Aavarice? You tell me they will take away my 
life, either by the ſword or poiſon ; but this is a 
k fayour too great for ſuch a ſinner as Iam to 
1 expect from heaven. Yet I dare. confidently ſay, 
f that whatever torments or death they prepare for 
me, I am ready to ſuffer a thouſand times more 
ßfor the ſalvation of one only foul.” He con- 
| cluded his difcourſe, by telling them, that 
there was nothing really to fear in this under- 
taking, that God had called him to the iſles Del 


. Aoro; and that man ſhould not hinder him from = 
>» 8 obeying the voice of God.“ 11 4 
4 His diſcourſe made ſuch impreſſion on their 
3 hearts, that, not only the decree againſt his paſ- 

it WH fage was revoked, but many offered themſelves 

n to accompany him .in that voyage, through all 

t the dangers which ſeemed to threaten him, He 

3 


embarked with ſome. of his friends, paſling,thro' 
the tears of the people, who attended him to the 
Ir | ſhore, without expectation of ſeeing him again. 
fl Before he ſet ſail he wrote to ſome of his: friends 
nr es 
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J have reſolved to hazard all for the ſalva- 
tion-of their fouls, My whole confidence is in 
God; and all my deſire is to obey, as far as in 
me lies, the words of Jeſus Chriſt: He who ig 
willing to fave his life ball loſe it; and he who will 
loſe it for my fake, ſhall find it. Believe me, dear 
brethren, though the. evangelical maxim in ge- 
neral, is eaſy to be underſtood; yet when the 
time of practiſing it calls ypon us, and our bu- 
ſineſs is to die for God, as clear as the text ſeems, 
it becomes obſcure; and he only can compaſs 
the undertaking of it, to whom God by his mer- 
cy has explained it. For then it will be ſeen 
how frail and feeble is human nature.” I 


He endured in this barren and inhoſpitable 
country all the miſeries imaginable, of hunger, 
thirſt, and nakedneſs. But the comforts which 
he received from heaven, infinitely ſweetened all 
his labours: which may be judged by a letter 
he wrote to F. I—s. After he had given him 
a faithful deſcription of the place, „I have, 
he added, given you this accoynt of it, that from 
thence you may conclude, what abundance of 
celeſtial conſolations I have taſted in is. The 
dangers to which I am expoſed, and the pains I 
take for the intereſt of God alone, are the inex- 
hauſtible ſprings of ſpiritual joy; infomych, that 
theſe iſlands, bare of all worldly neceffaries, are 
the only places in the world, for a man to loſe his 
ſight with the exceſs of weeping ; but they are 
tears of joy ! For my own part, I remember not 
ever to have taſted ſuch interior delights : and 
. theſe conſolations of the ſoul are ſo pure, fo ex- 
quifite, and fo perpetual, that they take from 
me all ſenſe of my corporeal ſufferings.* “ U 
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death, and would augment againſt your majeſty, 
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Ix one of his letters to Rome, after giving them 


an accqunt at large of his voyages to Malacca, 
to Amboyna, to the Maluccas, and the ifles Del 
Moro; with the ſucceſs which God had given to 


his labours, he mentions. particularly a danger of 
ſhipwreck which he had been in, in the ſtreight 
of Ceylan; and has, among other particulars, the 


following words, 


& In concluſion, having repoſed all my hope 
in the infinite merits of our Lord and Saviour; 
and being encompaſſed with his protection, I en- 
joyed a greater ſatisfaction in the midſt of this 
raging tempeſt, than when I was wholly de- 
livered from the danger. In very truth, being 
as I am, the worſt of all men, I am aſhamed to 


have ſhed ſo many tears of joy, through an ex- 


ceſs of heavenly Oe, when I was juſt upan 
the point of periſhing, Inſomuch that [humbly 
pray'd our Lord, that he would not free me from 


the danger of my ſhipwreck, unleſs it were to 


reſerve me for greater dangers, to his own glory, 
and his ſervice,” | 


HE wrote now again to the king of Portugal 
for a farther ſupply of preachers, and with re- 
ference to ſome irregularities and neglects, in the 
adminiſtration of civil juſtice, which had been 
prejudicial to the goſpel. 

<« I have long deliberated, ſaid he, whether I 
ſhould certify your majeſty of the tranſactions of 
your officers in the Indies, and what ought far- 
ther to be done, for the eſtabliſhment of our 
faith in Chriſt, I feared, that if I ſhould give 


you all my thoughts, my letter would only ſerve 


for evidence againſt you, at the hour of your 


the 
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the rigour of the laſt. judgment, by taking from 
you the excuſe of ignorance, But at the 
ſame time I concluded, that I could not be ſilent 
without betraying my miniſterial function: and 
it alſo ſeemed to me, that God gave me not 
theſe thoughts without ſome particular deſign ; 
which probably was, that I might communicate 
them to your majeſty. Indeed the particular af- 
fection you bear us, well deſerves that I ſhould 
facrifice myſelf for you. | 
I beg and adjure your maſeſty, by the love 
which you ought to bear to our blefled Lord, 
and by the zeal wherewith you burn, for the 
glory of the Divine Majeſty, to ſend next year, 
ſome preachers of your faithful ſubjects to the In- 
dies, For J aſſure you, that your fortreſſes are 
in extreme want of ſuch ſupplies; both in re- 
ference to the Portugueſe who are there in gar- 
riſon, and to the new chriſtians eſtabliſhed in the 
towns and villages, depending on them. I ſpeak 
by experience ; and that which I have ſeen with 
mine own eyes, obliges me to write concerning 
it. Being at Malacca, and at the Moluccas, 1 
preached when opportunity ſerved ; and was 
forced upon it, becauſe I ſaw the ſoldiers and 
people had great need of being frequently taught 
the word of God, | 
] preached then in the morning to the Por- 
tugueſe. | went again into the pulpit in the af- 
ternoon, and inſtructed their children, their ſlaves, 
and idolaters newly converted; accommodating 
my diſcourſe to the meaſure of their underſtand- 
ing, and expounding to them the principal points 
of chriſtian doctrine, one after another. Be- 
ſides which, it has been found neceſſary to aſ- 
ſemble the wives of the Portugueſe, one day in 
1 every 
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every week, and inſtruct them in the articles of 
the chriſtian faith. Much fruit would he ga- 
thered in a few years, if the ſame method was 
conſtantly obſerved in all places. I preached alfo 
every day in the fortreſs, to the ſons and daugh- 
ters of the ſoldiers, to their ſervants of both ſexes ; 
in fine, to the natives of the country, who were 
born chriſtians. And theſe inſtructions had fo 
good effect, that they totally renounced the ſu- 
perſtitions and ſorceries, which were in uſe a- 
mongſt thoſe ſtupid and ignorant new con- 
verts, 

« I deſcend into all theſe petty circumſtances, 
to the end your majeſty may judge, according to 
your prudence, what number of preachers may 
be neceſſary here; and that you may not forget 
to fend many to us. For if the miniſtry of 
preaching be not more exerciſed among us, we have 
reaſon to apprehend, that not only the Indians, 
who have embraced the fai:h, will Teave it, but 
the Portugueſe alſo may forget the duties of chriſti- 
anity, and live afterwards like heathens.” n 

avier writ at the ſame time to F. Simon Rodri- 


guex, who had great credit at the Court of Portu- 
gal, deſiring he would ſupport his requeſts with 


his intereſt. He recommended to him, in an 
eſpecial manner, * That he would make choice of 


thoſe preachers, who were men of known virtue, 


and exemplary mortification.” He ſubfoined, 
* If I thought the king would not take amiſs, 
the counſe] of a faithful ſervant, who ſincerely 
loves him, I ſhould adviſe him to meditate one 
quarter of an hour every day, on that divine ſen- 
tence, What ſball it profit a man tv gain the 


| Whole world, and ts loſe his own fotel'® I ſhould 
counſel him, I ſay, to 


aſk of God the under- 
1 ſtand- 
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ſtanding, and taſte of thoſe words; and that he 
would finiſh all his prayers with the ſame words, 
hat will it profit a man to gain the whole world, 
and to loſe his own ſoul ! The hour draws nearer 
perhaps than he thinks ; that fatal hour, when the 
KING of kings, and Lok p of lords, will ſum- 
mon him to judgment, ſaying to him theſe dread- 
ful words, Give an account of your admi- 
niſtration.“ For which reaſon, do in ſuch man- 
ner, my dear brother, that he may fulfil his whole 
duty; and that he may ſend over to the Indies 
all needful ſupplies, for the increaſe of chriſti- 
anity.“ 


AmonG the large inſtructions which he gave 
both by word of mouth, and in writing, to the 
new miſſionaries, which he ſent from time to 
time to ſucceed himſelf, in the remote parts of the 
Indies, he adviſed them in particular, „Let your 
converſation be always confined to the ſpiritual 
ſubjects of death, of judgment, of hell, of fre- 
quenting the holy communion, and the exact 
obſervation of God's commandments. For if you 
never ſpeak to them, but concerning theſe mat- 
ters, they will never rob you of thoſe hours which 
are ſet apart for your function. Fail not to write 
to Goa, to the fathers and brothers,_ giving them 
an account of the fruit of your labours; and 
propoſing to them what you think may be to the 
advancement of piety. What above all things I 
recommend to you, and which. I can never ſuf- 
ficiently repeat, is, that whatſoever voyage you 
make, and whereſoever you ſhall be, you ſhall 
endeayour to gain the love of the people, by good 
offices, and a fair demeanour 3 by which means 
you will have greater opportunities for the gain- 


ing of ſouls ; which God Almighty grant you 
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you.“ 


HE was A. this time made profitable to 
a young man of quality, whoſe name was R. 
Segneyra, (in a place called Baxain,) whom he 
had known two years before, when he was at 
Malacca, Perceiving then, that the diſſolute 
manner of living to which his ſituation expoſed 
him, endangered all his good intentions ; and the 
circumſtances of his condition rendering it ex- 
pedient, Xavier adviſed him to leave the Indies, 
and return to Europe. But though he promiſed fair, 
an advantageous poſt falling to him, he thought no 
more of the advice, but relapſed into his former de- 
baucheries. Aavier was wholly loſt to his remem- 
brance, when he happened to meet him at Ba ain. 
The ſight of the father ſurprized him at firſt, and 
almoſt confounded him. But recovering himſelf, 
he came up boldly to him, and took his hand, to 
have kiſſed it, according to his former cuſ- 
tom. Aavier, as courteous and civil as he 
was, yet thruſt him back ſternly enough; but 
mollifying himſelf a little, How, my ſon, ſaid 
he, are you ſtill in the Indies? Were you not 
adviſed to leave Malacca, and return to Por- 
tuga!l?“ ; 

The young man, in great diſorder, and not 
knowing.how to excuſe himſelf, laid all the blame 
on the governour, who had detained him, in 
ſome ſort againſt his will. “ But, replyed Aa- 
vier, with a holy indignation, Is it the govern- 
our who has obliged you to live the life of a beaſt, 
and to continue for two years in the neglect of 
your duty to God ? However it be, continued 
the father, know that we two ſhall never ho 
we 
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well with one another, ſo long as you are upon 
ill terms with God.“ At theſe words, Segneyra 
pierced with a lively ſor row, aiked pardon of the 
father for his breach of promiſe, and for his un- 
faithfulneſs to the divine grace. He thence wholly 
changed his life, and . became quite anothcr 
man. 
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"i. by %: es. 
He goes for Japan: The farticular Occaſion of it. 


T ſo happened, that in the courſe of divine 
providerice, there came from Japan to Ga, 
one Anger, a conſiderable perſon, with his two 
fervants. After renouncing heatheniſm, and hav- 
ing been long inſtructed in the doctrines of chriſ- 
tianity, they received baptiſm. The fervour and 
behaviour of theſe Faponiaus was very remarkable. 
Anger could ſpeak of nothing but God; and ſpoke 
of him with ſo much fervency, that it ſeemed 
even to burn him up. The myſtery of the paſ- 
fion of the Saviour of the world, moved him a- 
bove every thing elſe : and he was ſo ravifhed 
with the goodneſs of God, and fo poſſeſſed with 
love, in conſidering a God crucified ! that he 
breathed nothing but dying for Him, and the ſal- 
vation of his brethren. So that he was often 
| heard to cry out in the midſt of his devotions, 
„% How glad ſhould I be to dye for Thee, O my. 
God! O my dear Japonians, how much are you 
to be lamented, and what compaſſion do you 
taiſe in fie? 8 I, 
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In cenverfing with them, Xavier underſtood 
what he had formerly learnt by hear-ſay, that 
the empire of Japan was one of the woll popu- 
lous in the world; that the Japenneſes were na- 
turally covetous of knowledge, and withal, do- 
cible, and of great capacity, with many other 


particulars. He was ſmote with the deſire of 


carrying the goſpel among them; and he adored 
the wiſdom of divine providence, in ſending 
three Japonians from their native country to Goa, 
that they might ſerve for guides to a miſſioner. 
He from that moment, determined to venture 
his life for the ſalvation of their ſouls, and began 
to adjuſt his meaſures accordingly. But the af- 
fairs of Gag, where he then was, and his other 
employments, obliged him to ſome delay. 


Is the mean time, he applied himſelf particu- 


larly to the exerciſes of a ſpiritual life, as it 


were to recover new ſtrength, after his paſt la- 
bours : according to the cuſtom of the ſervants of 


| Good, who in the communications which they have 
with God, refreſh themſelves, after the pains which 


ow have taken for the good of their neigh- 
our. 3 
Then it was, that in the garden of St. Paul's 
College, ſometimes in walking, at other times 
in retiring into a little hermitage, which was 
there ſet up, he cry'd out, Tis enough, O my 


Lord, it is enough ! By which he declared, that 


he was not able to ſupport the abundance 
of his heavenly conſolations ; and at the ſame 
time gave to underſtand (ſuch was his love 
of the croſs) that he would have rather cho- 
ſen to ſuffer any torments for the ſervice of God, 
than to have enjoyed all thoſe ſpiritual delights ; 

1 | | being 


. * 
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being content to wait for theſe *till another life; 
and being deſirous, in the mean time, to endure 
any pains or ſufferings, which God would 
be pleaſed to inflict upon him in the preſent 
world. 6 TOY > One 
His interior employments did not however 
| hinder him, from the labours of his miniſterial vo- 
cation, nor from ſuccouring the diſtreſſed, in the 
hoſpitals and priſons. On the contrary, the more 
lively and ardent the love of God was in him, 
the more deſirous he was, to bring it forth, and 
kindle it in others. | 
He wrote a letter about this time to one F. 
Frantis Henriguex, who laboured at Travancer, 
and who was ſomewhat diſſatisfied, believing he loſt 
his time; becauſe ſome of thoſe new converts, 
ſhaken either by promiſes or threatnings, had re- 
turned to their former ſuperſtitions. Xavier ex- 
horted him to be of good courage, aſſuring him, 
that his labours were more profitable than he 
imagined; that when all the fruit of his zeal 
- ſhould be reduced to the little children, who died 
after baptiſm, God would be well ſatisfied with 
bis endeavours. And that after all, the ſalvation 
of one only foul, ought to comfort a miſhoner 
for all his pains : that God regarded our good 
intentions; and that a ſervant of His, was ne- 
ver to be eſteemed unprofitable, who laboured in 


his vineyard with all his ſtrength, whatever his 
ſucceſs might prove,” * 


BEING now upon the point of ſetting out for 
Japan, and it being known by his friends, they 
made uſe of all their endeavours to diyert him from 
it. They ſet before him the length of the way, 
which was thirteen hundred leagues ; the cer- 
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tain and inevitable dangers, to which he muſt 
expoſe his life; with a variety of particulars to the 
ſame purpoſe; and concluded in begging him, in 
God's name, to leave the thoughts of thoſe re- 
mote. iſlands, which nature ſeemed to have di- 
vided from the commeree of mortals ; and where. 
chriſtianity could not be able to maintain itſelf, a- 
gainſt the perſecution of Pagans. | A 

Xavier was ſo well perſuaded, that God would 
have him travel to Japan, that he would not. liſten 
to the reaſons of his friends, and ſaid, with an 
air of profound ſeriouſneſs, ** Verily I am ama- 
zed, thatyou would endeayour to hinder me from 
going for the good of ſouls, whither you your- 
ſelyes would go, out of the ſordid conſideration of 
a ſmall tranſitory gain! And muſt plainly tell 
you, I am aſhamed of your little faith.” In con- 
cluſion, he told them, * that having ſo often 
experienced the care of providence, it would be 
an impiety to diſtruſt it; that it had not preſerved - 
him from the ſwords of the Badages and the poi- 
ſons of the iſle De! Mora, to abandon him in 
other dangers : that India was not the boundary 
of his miſſion; but that in coming thither, his 
deſign had always been to carry, as much as was 
in his power, the goſpel even to the utmoſt li- 
mits of the world.” | 

He wrote to 1 —5:to give him an account of 
his intended voyage, and of the thoughts of his 
heart concerning it. I cannot expreſs to you, 
ſaid he, with what joy, I undertake this long 
voyage. For 'tis all full of extreme dangers; and 
he who, out of four ſhips can preſerve. one, thinks 
he has made a ſaving voyage. Tho' theſe perils 
are ſurpaſling all I have hitherto. proved, yet I 
am not diſcouraged à jot the more from u an. 

ä er- 
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dertaking: ſo much the Lord has been pleaſed to 
fx it in my mind, that the preaching of the croſs 
of jeſus, ſhall produce great fruit in thoſe countries, 
when once it ſhall be planted there.” | 
- To another he wrote from Goa, on the ſame 
occaſion, as follows. „ There are arrived here 
ſome ſhips from Malacca, which confirm the 
news, that all the ports of China are armed ; and 
that the Chineſe are making open war with Portu- 
gal: which notwithſtanding, my reſolution till 
continues for of apart For I fee nothing more 
ſweet or pleaſing in this world, than to live 
in continual davgers of death, for the hon- 
our of Jesus CRRIST, and for the intereſts of 
the goſpel. It being indeed the diſtinguiſhing 
character of a chriſtian, to take more pleaſure in the 
hardſhips of the croſs, than in the ſoftneſs of re- 
poſe,” | | 


All things being now in readineſs he em- 
barked at Goa for Japan, in April 1549. He 
had for his companions the three Zaponneſes, men- 

- tioned before, and two other of his friends. 
They firſt topped at Cochin, where walking one 
day thro' the ſtreets, he happened to meet a Por- 
tugueſe of his acquaintance; and immediately aſked 
him how he was in health ? The . an- 
ſwered he was very well: „Ves, replied Xavier, 
in relation to your body, but in regard to your 
foul, no man can be in a worſe condition.” The 
words were ordered by a particular providence z 
for this man who (as he afterwards confeſſed) 
was juſt then deſigning in his heart a wicked 
action, being ſtruck with aſtoniſhment and ſor- 
row, repented of his wickedneſs, and by the 
grace of God changed his whole like, 


They 
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They left Cochin the 25th of April, and ftill _ 
purſuing their 2 arrived at Malacca the 
laſt day Alphonſo Martinez, grand 
vicar to he biſhop, at that time Jay dangerouſly 
ſick, and in ſuch agony of ſoul, as moved com- 
paſſion, For having been warned of God to 
give up his accounts to Him, of that miniſtry ' 
which he had exerciſed for thirty years: ; and of 
all the actions of his life, he was fo ſtruck wih 
the horror of immediate death, and the diſorders _ 
of his life, which was not very regular for a 
man of his profeſſion, that he fell into a deep 
melancholy, and totally deſpaired of his falya- * 
tion. He caſt out lamentable cries, which af- ©- 

frighted the hearers ; they heard him name his 
| aloud, not that he might aſk pardon for them, 
but onycto declare their enormity. When they 
would have ſpoken to him of God's infinite mer- 
cy, he broke out into a rage, and cryed out as 
loud as he was able, that there was no forgive- 
neſs for the damned, and no merey in the bot- 
tomleſs pit. | 

The ſick man was told, that father Huntib was 
juſt arrived: having known him before, be con- 
lented to ſee him. Xavier being come in, began 


4 to ſpeak to him of eternity, and of the condi- 
tions requiſite to a chriſtian death. This diſcburſe 
4 ferved only to increaſe Martinez's terrors: and Aa- 


vier on this occaſion found that to be true, which 


E may be often obſerved, That nothing is more difficult 
* than to perſuade a dying man to hope well of his 
a) ſalvation, who in the courſe of his life had flat- 
2d tered himſelf with the hopes of i it, that he _ 
1 lin with the greater boldneſs. 


Seting-the evilito-be almoſt paſt remedy, he | 
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that the ſick man might obtain from God true 
repentance, and the grace of a religious death, 
And the Lord was intreated to ſhew pity in this 
lateſt extremity. Martineꝝ became calm; be- 
gan to have reaſonable thoughts, and received the 
Lord's ſupper with a lively forrow for his fins, 
and a tender reliance on God's meFcies : after 
which, he died gently in the arms of Xavier, cal- 
ling upon the name of Jeſus ! 

On the 24th of June, he with his com- 
panions ſet ſail from Malacca, and on the 15th 
of Augu/? 1549, arrived at Cangoxima in Malac- 
ca, the birth-place of Anger, now firnamed Paul 
de Sainte Foy. 
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Of the Religim of the. Japonneſes when Xavier ar- 
rived in that Country; his Labours and May 
of living among them. 151 | 


LL the Japonians, excepting; ſome few, 
who make-. profeflion, of Aibeiſm, and 
belixve- the ſoul; mortal, are idolaters, and 
hold the tranſmigration of ſouls, after the doc- 
trine of Pythagoras. Some of them pay divine 
worſhip to the ſun; and moon, and tothe Pota- 
ques, the gods of China- There are divers of 
them who worſnhip ſome kind of beaſts, and ma- 
ny who adore the devil under dreadful fgutes. 
Beſides theſe, they have a certain myſterious 
deity, whom they j call Amidan; and ſay ; this 
god has built a paradiſe: of ſuch diſtanee from 
the earth, that the ſouls cannot reach it under a 
voyage 
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voyage of three years. But the god Xaca, is he 


of whom they report the greateſt wonders ; who 
ſeems to be a counterfeit of the true Meſſiab, ſet 
up by the devil himſelf, or by his miniſters. For 
if one would give credit to them, Xaca being 
born of a queen, who never had the carnal 
knowledge of man, retired into the deſerts of 
Siam, and there underwent ſevere ſufferings, to 
expiate the ſins of men: that coming out of this 
wilderneſs, he aſſembled ſome diſciples, and 


-preached an heavenly doctrine in divers countries.* 


It is / incredible how many temples have been 


built to the honour of Amida and XKaca : all the 
cities are'full of them ; and their magnificence is 


equal to their number : nor is it eaſy to e's af 
p. 


how far their ſuperſtition carries the worſh 

pers of theſe two deities. They throw themſelves 
headlong down from rocks, or bury themſelves a- 
live in caves; and it is ordinary to ſee barks 
full of men and women, with ſtones about their 


necks, and ſinging the praiſes of their gods; af- 
ter which, they caſt themſelves into the ſea. 

They have a chief of their religion, and a kind 
of ſovereign prieſt, whom they call Saco. He 
keeps his court in the capital city of the empire; 
and it is he who approves the ſects, who in- 
ſtitutes the ceremonies, and ordains the prieſts of 
idols, by conferring on them the power of offer- 
ing ſacrifices, The prieſts, who are called Bon- 
Zas, live all of them in deſerts, the reft in towns; 
and are among the Japonneſes, what the Brach- 
mans are among the Indians, unleſs that they are 
yet-more impious, and greater hypocrites. 


. Theſe opinions are ſuppoſed to be corruptions 
of the doctrine preached in the Indies by the apoſtle 
St. Themas, 
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IuME DAT ELV after the arrival of Xavier 
and his companions, Paul de Sainte Fiy, whom 
formerly we called Auger, went to pay his duty 
to the king of Saxuma ; on which Cangoxima is 
depending, and whoſe palace is about the diſtanee 
of fix leagues from it. That prince, who had 
heretofore ſhewed great favour to Anger, re- 
ceived him with much humanity, and with fo 
much the greater joy, becauſe he had believed 
him dead. It may be thought tedious, cireum- 
ſtantially to deſcribe all the particulars that fol- 
lowed hereupon, which prepared the way, and 
effected the converſion of thoſe among them 
who received the goſpel, by the means of 
Aavier. 185 

The firſt thing he did, was to make himſelf 


capable to preach in the language of the country, 


he had already ſome flight knowledge of it, by 
the communications he had with the three Fapo- 
nian chriſtians; but he knew not enough to ex- 
prets himſelf with caſe and readineſs. He there- 
fore applied himſelf with all diligence to the ſtudy 
of the tongue; which he relates in the follow- 
ing words, We are returned to our infancy, 
fays he, and all our buſineſs at preſent, is to learn 
the firſt elements of the Japonian grammar. God 


give us grace to imitate the ſimplicity and inno- 


cency of little children, as well as to practiſe the 
exerciſes of Children.“ | 
This indeed was a main part of his firft em- 
ployment, when he come to a ſtrange country, 
namely to learn their language. And it is al- 
moſt incredible with what facility he overcame 
theſe difficulties. It may be truly faid, that the 


Holy Spirit aſſiſted him on thoſe- occaſions ; and 


the eaſe wherewith he learned ſo many tongues, 
. ſeemed 
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ſeemed almoſt equivalent to the laſting gift of 
them. Within the compaſs of forty days, he 
underſtood enough of the language to undertake 
the tranſlation of the Apo/ilr's Creed, and the ex- 
poſition of it, which he had compoſed in India. 
As faſt as he tranflated, he got every parcel of it 
by heart, and with that help, he firſt declared to 
them the goſpel. 
He began by explaining the firſt article 'of the 
creed; the exiſtence 4 one God, all- powerful, the 
creator of heaven and earth, &c. and fo proceeded 
in order. Some of them held the preacher for a 
mad-man, and laughed him to ſcorn ; notwith- 
ſtanding which, the wiſer ſort could not let it 
ſink into their belief, that a ſtranger, who had 
no intereſt to deceive them, ſhould undergo fo 
many hardſhips and dangers, and come fo far, 
on ſet purpoſe to cheat them with a fable. In 
theſe conſiderations, they were deſirous of clear- 
ing thoſe doubts which poſſeſſed them, in rela- 
tion to what he declared to them. Xavier an- 
iwered them ſo diſtin ly, and withal fo reaſona- 
bly, with the aſſiſtance of Paul de ſainte Foy, who 
ſerved him for an interpreter-in caſe of need, 


that many of them, ſatisfied with his ſolutions, 


came over to the faith of Chriſt, 

His diſcourſes in private and his preaching in 
public, had their effect on a few of the Bonzas 
themſelves : however the greater part of them 
oppaſed the preacher and his doctrine, and raiſed 
againſt him all the perſecution they poſſibly could. 
ſome ſaid that he and his companions were plain 
mountebanks, and the religion which they preached 
a mere fable. One day as he was preaching in 
one of the public places of the city, a Banga in- 


terrupted him in the midſt of his diſcourſe, and 


T4; warned 
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warned the people not to truſt him; ſaying, that 

it was a devil, who ſpoke to them, in the likeneſs 

of a man. | ors Bi 
This outrageouſneſs of the Bonzaas failed however, 


of the effect which they defired,, The,7 aporians, 
who are in general, men of underſtanding, and 


plain dealers, came eaſily to underſtand the mo- 
tives of their prieſts; and finding intereſt in all 
they ſaid or did, grew more and more attentive 
to the doctrine of Xavier. VE 

Some of them upbraided the, Bonga, and ſaid, 


that religion was not to defended, by calumnies, 


and affronts, but by arguments: that if, the 
doctrine of the European was falſe, why did, they 
not demonſtrate clearly the falſhood of it: that 
for the reſt, it was of little conſequence, whether 
this preacher was a demon or a man; and that 
truth was to be received, whoſoever brought it. 
That after all, he lived with great aufterity, and 
was more to be credited than many of them. 


In effect, Xavier, for the edification of this 
people, who judged as is common with all, by 


the appearances of things, abſtained Entirely both 


from fleſh and fhſh, Some bitter. roots and pulſe 
boiled in water, were all his nouriſhment in the 


midſt of his continual labours. So that he prac- 


tiſed. rigourouſly and litterally, that abſtinence, 
of which the Bonzas made profeſſion, or rather 
that which they pretended to practiſe. 

One of the new converts compoſed elegantly 
in his own tongue, the hiſtory of the redemp- 
tion of mankind, from the fall of Adam, to the 
coming down of the Holy Ghoſt... The ſame man 
being once aſked, what anſwer he would re- 


turn the king, in caſe he ſhould command him 


to renounce his faith ? I would boldly _ 
im 
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him, ſaid he, in this manner: Sir, you are 
deſirous I am certain, that being born your ſub- 
ject, I ſhould be faithful to you : you would have 
me ready to hazzard my life in your intereſts, and 
to die for your ſervice. Yet farther, you would 
have me moderate with my- equals ; gentle to 


my inferiors ; obedient to my ſuperiors ; equi- 


table towards all. And for theſe reaſons, com- 
mand me {till to be a chriſtian ; for a chriſtian is 
obliged to be all this. But if you forbid me the 
profeſſion of chriſtianity, I ſhall become at the 
ſame time, violent, hard-hearted, inſolent, re- 
bellious, unjuſt, wicked; and I cannot anſwer for 
myſelf, that I ſhall be other than all this. 

« Their zeal, ſaid Xavier, in one of his letters, 
is worthy that of the primitive ages of the church, 
He added, that there was not a chriſtian in Ja- 
pan, who would not chuſe rather to loſe his life, 
than forfeit the love of Jeſus Chriſt.” 

It was wonderful, according to the report of 


Aavier himſelf, to obſerve that in ſome places, 


there was no other ſpeech but of | Jeſus Chriſt, 
throughout a whole town; and that thoſe who 
had moſt eagerly fought againſt the chriſtian law 
in their diſputes, were now the moſt- ardent to 


defend it, and to practiſe. it with moſt exact- 


neſs. „ e 119517; a 
It gave him infinite ſatisfaction to ſee the 

change which the goſpel had wrought in them, 
as he acknowledged in a letter which he di- 
rected ſome time after to Europe. Though my 
airs are already become all hoary, ſays he, I 
am more vigorous and robuſt than I ever was: for 
the pains which are taken to cultivate a reaſon- 


able nation, which loves the truth, and which 


covets to be ſaved, afford me matter of great 
| | Joy 
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joy. I have not in the courſe of my life re- 
ah 


ceived a greater ſatisfaction, than at Amanguchi; 
Where multitudes of people came to hear me by 
the king's permiſſion, I ſaw the pride of their 
Bonzas overthrown, and the moſt inflamed ene- 
mies of the chriſtian name, ſubjected to the hu- 
mility of the goſpel. I ſaw the tranſports of 
joy in thoſe new chriſtians, when after having 
vanquiſhed the Bonzas in diſpute, they returned 
in triumph. I was not leſs ſatisfied, to ſee their 
diligence in labouring to convince the gentiles, 
and vying with each other in that undertaking : 
with the delight they took in the relation of 
their conqueſts; and by what arguments and 
means they brought them over ; and how they 
rooted out the heathen ſuperſtitions. All thefe 
particulars gave me ſuch abundant joy, that I loſt 
the ſenſe of my own afflictions.“ 

Ah, might it pleaſe Almighty God, that as 
I call to my remembrance thoſe conſolations, 
which I have received from the fountain of all 
mercies, in the mic of my labours, I might not 
only make a recital of them, but give the ex- 
perience alſo, and cauſe them to be felt and con- 
ſidered, as they ought to be, by our univerſities 
of Europe. I am aſſured, that many young men 
who ſtudy there, would come hither to employ 
all the ſtrength of their parts, and vigour of their 
minds, in the converſion of an idolatrous peo- 
ple, had they once taſted thoſe heavenly refreſh- 
ments which accompany our labours.“ 


Tux goſpel was ſtill oppoſed, and ſtill pre- 
vailed among the Japonneſes. A ſingle action of 
one of Xavier's companions, had good effect, in 
a conſiderable place. Fernandez preaching in 
| One 
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one of the moſt frequented places of the town, 
had amongſt his auditors, ſome perſons of great 
under{tanding, ſtrongly attached to their own ſect, 
who could not comprehend the maxims of the 
goſpel; and who heard the preacher with no 
ether intention than to make ſport of him. In 
the midſt of the ſermon, a man who was of the 
ſcum of the rabble, drew near to him, as 
tho” it were to whiſper ſomething to him; and 
hawking up a maſs of naſtineſs, ſpit it full in his 
fice, Fernandez, without a word ſpeaking, or 
making the leaſt ſign of uneaſineſs, took his 
handkerchief, wiped his face, and continued his 
diſcourſe. 

Every one was ſurprized at the moderation of 
the preacher. The more debauched, who had fet 
up a laughter at this affront, turned their ſcorn 
into admiration, and ſincerely acknowledged, that 
a man who was. ſo much maſter of his paſſions, 
a3 to command them on ſuch an occaſion, muſt 
needs be endued with greatneſs of ſoul, and he- 
roic courage. But one of the chief of the aſſem- 
bly, diſcovered ſomewhat elſe in this unſhaken 
patience : he was the moſt learned among all 
the doctors of Amanguchi, and the moſt violent 
againſt the goſpel... He conſidered, that a law 
which taught ſuch patience, and ſuch inſenſibi- 
lity of affronts, could only come from heaven ; 
and argued thus within himſelf. 

© Theſe preachers, who with fo much con- 
* ſtancy endure the vileſt of all injuries, cannot 
© pretend to cozen us. It would coſt them too 
* deara price; and no man will deceive another 
* at his own expence. He only who made the 
* heart of man, can place it in ſuch tranquility. 
The force of nature cannot reach fo far; and 
© this 
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this chtiſt ian patience, muſt proceed alone from 
ſome divine principle. Theſe people cannot 
but have ſome infallible aſſurance of the doc- 
trine they believe, and of the recompence they 
expect. For, in fine, they are ready to ſuffer 
all things for their God; and have no human 
expectations. Aſter all, chat inconvenience, 

or danger can there be to embrace their law: 
If what they tell us of eternity be true, 1 ſhall 

be eternally miſerable in not believing it : and 

ſuppoling there be no other life but this, is it 

not better to follow a religion which elevates a 

man above himſelf, and which gives him an 

unalterable peace, than to profeſs the notions 
our ſeas, which continue us in all our weak- 
neſs, and which want power to appeaſe the 

diſorders of our hearts.“ 

He made his inward reflections upon all theſe 
things, as he aſterwards declared; which being 
accompanied with the motions of the grace of 
God, touched him to the quick. As ſoon as the 
ſermon was over, he confeſſed that the virtue of 
the preacher, had convinced him of the truth of 
chriſtianity. He deſired baptifm, and received it 
with great ſolemnity. T his illuſtrious converſion 
was followed with anſwerable ſucceſs: many 
who had a glimmering of the truth, and feared 
to know it yet more plainly, now opened their 


eyes, and admitted the goſpel light, without refitt- 
ance, 
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He leaves Amanguchi, and goes to the Kingdom 
of Bungo. 


N the mean time, a Portugueſe veſſel arrived at 
the kingdom of Bunge; and news came to A. 
manguchi, that this ſhip which was failed thither 
from the Indies, would be on its way back again 
in a month or two. Aaver ſent one of the Ja- 
tonian converts with a letter directed to the cap- 
tain and merchants of the veſſel. He deſired them 
to ſend him word who they were, from whence 
bound, and how ſoon they intended to return? 
After which he told them, that his intention 
was to return to the Indies, and that he ſhould 
de glad to meet them, in caſe they were diſpoſed 
to repaſs thither. In concluſion, he deſired them 

earneſtly, that they would borrow ſo much time 
from their affairs of merchandize, as to think a 
little on their ſouls; and declared to them, 
% That all the ſilks of China, whatever gain they 
might afford them, could not countervail the leaſt 
ſpiritual profit, which they might make, by a 
daily examination of their conſciences.“ He re- 

ceived, anſwer to. his ſatisfaction, and prepared to 
leave Ananguchi; which he did in September 


1551. 


The ſhip was at the port of Figen, about fifty 
leagues from Amanguchi. Aavier directed his 
courſe thither on foot, according to his cuſtom, 
with five of his cotnpanions. When the r 
0 
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of the veſſel, Edward de Gamma, underſtood that 
the father was drawing near, he called together 
all the Portugueſe, and got on horſeback with 
them, to pay him their reſpects in ceremony, 
Aavier fell into this ambuſh of. civility, but he 
would willingly have avoided it. "They came 
up to him within a league of Figen; and found 
him walking between the two lords of Amanguch!, 
who had never left him; and himſelf carrying his 
own equipage, Gar ma was ſurprized to fee a 
perſon ſo conſiderable in the world, in ſuch a 
poſture, and alivhting from his horſe, with all 
his company, ſaluted him with all manner of 
reſpect. They beſought him to Nount on Horſe- 
back, but he could not be perſudded : fo the 
Portugueſe bore him company on foot to the 
port. | 
The circumſtances of reſpect, :and the demon- 
| ſtrations of joy, which the Portugueſe paid to 
Aavier on this occaſion, aſtoniſhed the Faponians 
of thoſe parts. The king of Bungo himſelf, hear- 
ing the diſcharge of cannon, ſent an officer of 
his court to enquire the reaſon, Gamma ſhew- 
ing father Francis to the meſſenger told him, that 
the noiſe which had alarmed the court, was only 
a fmall teſtimony of the honour which was ewe- 
ing to ſo great a perſon ; one ſo dear to hea- 
ven, and ſo much eſteemed in the court of Por- 
tugal. | n | 
The Japanner, who ſaw nothing but poverty 
in the perſon of Xavier, and remembring what 
had been written of him by the Bonza's of A- 
mangurhi, ſtopped a little without ſpeaking : then 
with amazement in his face, “ I am iii pain, ſaid 
he, what anſwer J ſhall return my priace : for 
what you tell me Bas no correſpofidence, 3 ; 
; ] eo OUT RONIOI Gi I 5 Wit | 
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with that which I behold, or with the accounts 
we have received from the Bonzas; who have 
ſeen your ſather B:nza entertain a familiar ſpi- 
rit, who taught him to caſt lots, and perform 
certain magical operations, to delude the igno- 
rant: they report him to be a wretch forſaken 
and accurſt of all the world.” He added a great 
deal to the ſame effect. Then Gamma replying, 
told the Japonian all that was neceſſary to give 
him juſt and good imprefſions of the father, and 
to hinder him from contempt of his mean ap- 
pearance. On this laſt article, he declared to 
him, that he who had ſo deſpicable an outſide, - 
was of noble blood; that fortune had pro- 
vided him with wealth, but that his virtue. had 
made him poor ; and that his wilful want of all 
things, was the effect of a great ſpirit, which 
deſpiſed thoſe empty pomps, that are fo eagerly 


| deſired by men of the world. Yes, 


Th' exterior ſhews of greatneſs he declin'd, 
But, for an eden loſt, gain'd paradiſe of mind ! 


The king of Bungo had already heard ſpeak of 
Father Francis; and gave no credit to what the 
Banzas of Amanguchi had written of him. He 
was a prince of about five and twenty years of 
age, very judicious, generous and civil ; but two 
much engaged in carnal pleaſures, after the man- 
ner of the Japonian Princes. What he had 
heard from the relation of the meſſenger, en- 
creaſed his longing to behold Xavier ; and 


the ſame day he writ to him in theſe very 


terms, 


4 G | Father 
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Father Bonza of Chimahicoghin, ( for by 
that name tbey call Portugal) may your hapty ar- 


rival in my eſtates, be as pleaſing to your God, as 
are the praiſes wherewith he is honoured by his 


ſaints, Quanſyonofama, my domeſi ic ſervant, 


whom 1 ſent to the port of Figen, tells me that 
you are arrived from Amanguchi ; and all my 
court will bear me witneſs, with what pleaſure 1 
received the news. As God has not made me wor- 
thy to command you, I earneſtly requeſt you, to come 
before the ri/ing of the jun to marrow, ard to knock 
at my palace gate, where I ſhall imfatiently at- 
tend you. And permit me to demand this favour 
of you, without being theught a troubleſome beg- 
gar. | 

In the mean time, proſtrate on the ground, and 
on my knees before your God, whom I acknouiledge 
for the God of all the gods, and the Sovereign of 
the beſt ard greateſt uhich inhabit in the heavens, 
I defire of him, ſay, te make known to the 
haughty of the world, haw much your poor and 


holy life is pleaſing to him : to the end that th: 


children of our fleſh, may not be deceived by the falſe 
promiſes of the earth. Send me news of your ho- 
lineſs, the joy of which, may give me a good night's 
repoſe, till the cocks awaken me with the welcome 
declaration of y'ur viſit, 

This letter was carried by a young prince, at- 
tended by thirty young lords belonging to che 
court. Being returned to court, he reported to the 
kjng, with what reſpect his letter was received, and 
many particulars in favour of Xavier, concluding, 
that his caſe was quite different from what thgir 
Bonxas had repreſented ; and that as to his po- 
verty, properly ſpeaking, they are not to be ac- 
. | counted 
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counted poor, who poſleſs as much as they de- 
ſtre. 5 | 
The Portugueſe merchants, with great cere- 
mony attended Xawier to court, where he was 
received with every demonſtration of joy and re- 
ſpect, One of the king's attendance ſpoke: to 
him in this manner, May your arrival, holy 
Binza, be as pleaſing to our king, as the ſmiles 
of a babe are to his mother, who holds him in 
her arms; which certainly will be, for we ſwear 
by the hairs of our heads, that every thing, even 
to the very walls, conſpire to your good recepti- 
on, and excites us to rejoice at your arrival: 
we doubt not but it will turn out to the glory of 
that God, of whom you have ſpoken ſo greatly 
at Amanguchi.” Another added, © I with you 
an encreaſe of glory, and an entire ac- 
compliſhment of that deſign, which brought 
you | hither, from the extremities of the earth. 
The king ſaid all the obliging things to him that 
could be expected from a well-bred man. And 
laying aſide all the pomp of majeſty, which the 
kings of Japan are never uſed to quit in public, 
treated him with the kindrieſs and familiarity 
of a friend, „ 8 75 | 
The father anſwered all theſe civilities of the prince 
with oſt profound reſpect, and with words full 
of de erence and ſumbiſſion: after which, taking 
occaſion to declare Jeſus Chriſt to him, he ex- 
plained in few words, the principal maxims of 
chriſtian morality. Much converſation paſſed 
between them: the king attended to all he ſaid, 
and made his replies and enquiries. Aavier's be- 
haviour and repreſentation of things, gave him 
the utmoſt ſatisfaction. Upon which the father 
laid, “ I petition the God of heaven, from the 
bot- 
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bottom 1 my heart, to reward your APY for 
all the favours you have heaped upon me, by 
beſtowing on you the light of faith, and the vir- 
tues of chriſtianity ; to the end you. may ſerve 
God faithfully during your life, and 80 Him 
eternally after death.“ 

It was in this manner that Xavier's way * Was 
prepared for declaring the goſpel to the natives of 
Bungo, They came thronging from all quar- 
ters to hear him ſpeak of God. His public 
preaching, and his private converſation had their 
due effect. Multitudes renounced their idols, and 
. believed in Jeſus Chriſt, Whole days together 
were employ'd in baptizing idolaters, or in teach- 
ing new belieyers : ſo that the Portugueſe could 
not enjoy him to themſelves, for their own-ſpi- 
ritual confolation, unleſs at ſome. certain hours of 
the night, while he was giving himſelf ſome 
breathing time, after his long labours. Loving 
him ſo tenderly as they did, and fearing that his 
continual labours might endanger his health, they 
deſired him to manage it with more caution ; 
\ and to take at leaſt thoſe refreſhments, which hu- 
man nature exacted from him, before he ſunk at 
once under ſome diſtemper. 

But he anſwered them, “ That if they truly 
loved him, they would trouble themſclves no more 
concerning him : that they ought to look upon 
him as one who was dead to all outward refreſh- 
ments : that his nouriſhment, his ſleep, and his 
life itſelf, conſiſted in delivering from the tyranny 
of the devil, thoſe precious ſouls, for whoſe ſake 
_ chiefly, God had called him from the utmoſt 
limits of the earth.” 

It was ſurprizing to ſee how ſwiftly chriſtianity | 
took footing in the kingdom of Bungo. The 

| com- 


* . 


common and public enormities were aboliſhed by 


public edicts, and ſome inhuman cruelties which 
had been practiſed amongſt them, were forbidden, 
on pain of death. The king was rapt into ad- 
miration at the virtues of Xavier, and confeſſed 
often to his courtiers, that when he ſaw him ap- 
pear at any time, he trembled eyen to the bot- 
tom of his heart, becauſe he ſeemed to ſee the 
countenance of the man of God, as a clear mir- 
rour, repreſenting to him the abominations of his 
own lite, 


XAVIER had been novy forty days at Tuches, and 
the Portugueſe merchants were in a readineſs to 
ſet ſail for China, He accompanied them to take 
his leave of the king of Bungo. That prince told 
the merchants,. that he envied them the com- 


pany. of the father; that in loſing him, he ſeemed to 


have loſt his own father; and that the thoughts of 
never ſeeing him again, moſt ſenſibly affected him. 
Xavier promiſed to return to wait on his ma- 


jeſty, as ſoon as he poſſibly could; that he would 


keep him inviolably in his heart; and that, in 
acknowledgment of his favours, he ſhould con- 
tinually ſend up his prayers to heaven, that God 
would ſhower upon Him his celeſtial bleſſings. 


The king having taken him , aſide, to ſay 
ſomething in private to him, Xavier laid hold on 


the opportunity, and gave him moſt important 
counſel for the ſalvation of his ſoul. He adviſed 
him above all things, To bear in mind, how 
ſoon the greatne(s and pomp of this preſent life 


will vaniſh away; that life is but ſhort in its 
own nature; that we ſcarcely begin to live, be- 


fore death comes on; and if he ſhould: not die a 
chriſtian, nothing leſs was to be expected than 
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eternal miſery. That on the contrary, whoever 
being truly faithful, ſhould perſevere in the grace 
of God after "baptiſm, ſhould have a right to an 
everlaſting inheritance, with the Son of God, as 
one of his beloved children.” 4 
He deſired him alſo, © to conſider, what was 
become of ſo many kings and emperors of Japan: 
what advantage was it to them to have ſat upon 
the throne, and wallowed i in pleaſures for ſo ma- 
ny years, being now loſt to all eternity What 
madneſs was it for a man to condemn his own 
ſoul to endleſs puniſhments, that his body might 
enjoy a momentary ſatisfaction : that there was 
no kingdom, or empire, though the univerſal 
monarchy of the world, ſhould 'be put into the 
ballance, whoſe loſs was not to be accounted 
gain, if loſing them, we attained to an immortal 
crown in heaven. That theſe truths, which were 
indiſputable, had been concealed from his fore- 
fathers, and even from all the Tabonians, by the 
ſecret judgment of Almighty God, and for the 
puniſhment of their offences : that for. his own 
particular, he ought to provide for that account, 
which he was to render of himſelf! How much 
more guilty would he appear in God's preſence, 
if the Divine Providence having conducted from 
the ends of the earth, even into his own palace, 
a miniſter of the >oſpel, to diſcover-to him the 
paths of happineſs, he ſhould yet continue wil- 
dered and wanderingJin the diſorders of his life. 
Which the Lord avert, continued Xavier; and 
may it pleaſe Him to hear the prayers, which 
3 and night I ſhall pour ey for your conver- 


he diſcoutſe made ſuch impreſſions on the king, 
and ſo melted his heart, that the tears trickled "his 
is 
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his eyes; but thoſe tears were the only product of 
it at that time: ſo much was that prince, wo 
though he had renounced thuſe impurities which 
are.abhorred by nature, ftill faſtened to ſome o- 
ther ſenſual pleaſures, | 
Aqvier took his leave, and returned to the 
port of Figen, expecting to ſet fail within a few 
days. But before he could embark, the Bonzas, 
whoſe intereſts had ſuffered fo ſeverely by Xavier's 
labours, raiſed a moſt violent perſecution againſt 
him, and vowed to be content with nothing leſs 
than his life, which they ſought by all the ima- 
ginable ways of fraud and violence. 


o 


How eager ſoever thoſe merchants were to get 


cut of a country where their lives were now in 


continual danger, yet their fear for Xavier, who 
had returned, and kept among the new chriſti- 
ans of the town, kept them lingering there ſome 
days longer. They ſent the captain of the veſſel 
to him, in the midſt of the ſtorm which the Bon- 
das had raiſed, to defire him in their name to 
make haſte to them. Edward de Gamma, after 
a long enquiry, found him at laſt in a poor lit- 
tie cabbin, with eight chriſtians, who were con- 
tent to die, provided, as they ſaid, it might be 
in the arms of the man of God. | | 

The captain urged him with the ſtrongeſt rea- 
ſons which he could invent, and ſet before him 
all the dangers which attended him; particu- 
larly the inevitable danger of his life, by the en- 
raged Bonzas. ** My brother, ſaid he to Gam- 
na; how happy ſhould I be to receive what you 
reckon a diſgrace, but what I count a ſovereign 
telicity | But I am unworthy of that favour from 
Almighty God; yet I will not render myſelf 
more unworthy of it; which affuredly I ſhould 


if, 
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if, as things now are, I embarked with you. 
For what ſcandal ſhould I give to new con- 
verts, by flying hence ? Might they not take oc- 
caſion from it, to violate their promiſes to God, 
when they ſhould find me wanting to the duties 
of my miniſtry? If in conſideration of that mo- 
ney, which you have received from your paſſen- 
gers, you think yourſelf obliged to ſecure them 
from the danger which threatens them, and for 
that reaſon have ſummoned them on board; 
ought not T, by a ſtronger motive, to guard my 
flock, and die with them for the ſake of my God, 
who is infinitely good, and who has redeemed 
me at the price of his own life, by ſuftering for 
me on the croſs ? Ought not I to ſeal it with 
my blood, and to publiſh i it by my death, that all 
men are bound to Dora, their blood and lives to 
this God of mercies ! ” 

This generous anſwer, wrought ſo much upon 
the captain, that inſtead of doubling his ſolicitations 
on Xavier, he reſolved not to leave him. He re- 
turned to his ſhip, and told the merchants he was 
reſolved to live and die with the man of God. They 
were all unanimous not to deſert him, and ſo re- 
turned to the town. MXavier had after this ſe- 
veral diſputations with the moſt famous of the 
Bonzas, in preſence of the king, which proved 
no leſs for the glory of the goſpel truth, and the 
diſcredit of the Bonzas than any thing which 
before happened, | 
Te affection which the king had for Xavier, 
made him fearful at firſt, leſt the number and wiſ- 
dom of the Bonzas, ſhould overpower him in their 
debate, and ſo expoſe him to a diſgrace in public; 
and he diſcovered ſome perplexity on the occa- 
lion. Aavier perceiving it, and imagining whence 
tt might proceed, begged of his majeſty to give 


* 
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the Bonzas leave of entrance, and alſo free per- 
miſſion to ſpeax, For, as to what concerns me, 
be ſaid, you need not = yourſelf the leaſt diſ- 
quiet, The law I preactis no earthly ſcience, 
taught in any of your univerſitzes, nor of human 
invention. *Tis a doctrine altogether heavenly, 
of which God himſelf is the author. Neither all 
the Bonzas of Fapan, nor yet all the ſcholars ex- 
tant in the world, can prevail againſt it, any 
more than the ſhadows of the night againſt the 
beams of the riſing ſun.” | 


7 It might be tedious to relate at large, the conver- 
, ſations which followed hereupon. They ſtill more 

d fully diſcover'd the greatneſs of Xavier's parts and the 
T goodneſs of his cauſe. And conſidering the general 
h applauſe which he received, and the favour which 
IV! was ſhewed to his doctrine by the courtiers, what 
to is molt to be wondered at is, that ſo few of them 

forſook their idolatry, and turned to the true God. 

on For altho' there were in the kingdom of Bungo, 
ns vaſt multitudes who abandoned their idols, and 
re- received baptiſm, yet there were hardly any of the 
vas lord's of the court, where the doctrine of  chriſ- 
1ey tianity was moſt ſully ſpoken of, who embraced - 
re- the chriſtian Law.. And it was not till ſome 
ſe- years after, that the king himſelf, having made 
the many ſerious reflections on the wholeſome advice 
ved and admonitions of Xavier, reformed his life al- 
the together, and in the end received baptiſm, * 
hich This 
vier, * It is worthy remarking of this prince, that 
wil- having at length renounced heatheniſm, in token 
their his embracing chriſtianity; he was ſo firm in the 


profeſſion of it, that nothing could move him there- 
from. He had hitherto been ſo fortunate, that his 
pro- 


* 
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This might indeed well be wondered at, if it were 
not always to be remembered, that in true con- 
verſion, the light of the underſtanding avails no- 
thing, unleſs the Heart be alſo touched; and 
that, till this be dqne, all the underſtanding, and 
all the arguments in the world, cannot ſtem the 
torrent of human nature's evil propenſities. Alas! 


« With ſhame tis ſeen, mens paſſions can prevail, 
Where reaſon, certainty, and learning fail.“ 


IT was now two years and four months fince 
Xavier came to Japan; in which time it pleaſed 
God, by his means, to deliver from the tyranny 
of the devil ſome thouſands of idolators. Hav- 
mg finiſhed his work, the time was now come 


for him to depart thence. He embarked on 


board. 


proſperity paſſed into a proverb. But God was 
pleaſed to try him. T'wo months after his baptiſm, 
the moſt conſiderable of his ſubjects, entering 
, Into a league and covenant againſt him, out of a 
| hatred to chriſtianity, and joining with his neigh- 
bour princes, defeated him in a pitched battle, and 
deſpoiled him of all his eſtates, He endured his 
ill fortune with great conſtancy ; and when he was 
upbraided by the Genti/es, that the change of his 
religion had been the cauſe of his ruin, he made a 
vow at the foot of the alter, to live and die a chriſ- 
tian; adding in his zeal, that if all Japan, and 
all Europe ſhould renounce our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
yet, for his own particular, he would confeſs him 
to the laſt gaſp ; and be always ready with God's 
3 to ſhed his blood, in teſtimony of his 
aith, ; 
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board the Portugueſe veſſel, and left Japan for 
the Indies, on 102 20th day of Nov. 1551. 


Pen Rae Wea Woof Woe We 
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He forms the Deſn of carrying tbe *. pel 16 
China: The Event thereof. © 
* progreſs which the faith of Chriſt had 

1 made in ſo little time, in the kingdoms of 
Saxuma, of Amanguchi, and of Bungo, gave Aa- 
dier to conceive great hopes of the converſion 
of all the iſlands of Fapan, if once firſt the 
Chine = ſhould be brought to the knowledge of 
Chriſt. On that motive he had fixed his reſolu- 
tion to go to China; and he declared, that his re- 
turn to the Indies was only in order to this in- 
tended voyage, after he had firſt regulated the 
affairs which required him at G. On this ac- 
count he brought with him from Japan, the tran- 
flation of his catechiſm into the Chineſe lan- 
guage ; by the benefit of which, he hoped to 
overcome the firſt difficulties, which in matters 
of converſion are always the greateſt. 

It was urged by ſome who knew his defign, 
and underſtood the affairs of China, that ſuch an 
undertaking was next to impoſlible ; for, that be- 
tides the ill underſtanding which was betwixt 
China and Portugal, it was forbidden to ſtrangers, 
on pain of death, or of perpetua] impriſonment, 
to ſet a foot in that kingdom. They added, 


that there was no way which they knew of to 
get a free and certain entrance into that country 


but 


— ir of 
6 

but chat of a ſolemn embaſſy, ſent to the emperour 

from the king of Portugal. This was faid to 

Avier on board the ſhip, during his ee from 

Japan. 

After his arrival at Goa, he purſued his mea- 
ſures for the voyage of China, notwithſtanding 
all the difficulties which were urged againſt it. He 
procured of the vice roy of the Indies, a grant of 
the embaſiage propoſed ; the expence of which, 
for the moſt pait, was out of the King's trea- 
ſures, One James PhFeyra, a merchant and 
captain of a ſhip of his pwn, offered all to aſſiſt, 
and reſolved to accompahy Aavrer thither The 
moſt coſtly and magnificent preſents- were pro- 
vided for the emperor of China, and his officers ; 
and every thing was got in readineſs for the 
voyage with all poſſible expedition. 

Before his departure, he gave notice of his 
intentions to king John. Part of the letter is 
as follows, 

«© I ſhall depart from Goa, within the com- 
paſs of five days, intending firſt for Malacca ; 
from whence I ſhall take the way of China, in 
the company of James Pereyra, who is named 


ambaſſador, We carry with us the rich pre- 


ſents which are bought, partly at the coſt of your 
majeſty, and partly at the proper charges of Pe- 
reyra. But we catry alſo a far more precious pre- 
ſent, and ſuch an one as no king, at leaſt to my 
knowledge, has made the like to any other 
prince ; namely the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt ! And 
if the emperor of China once knew its value, I am 
confident he would prefer that treaſure, before all 
his own, how immenſe ſoever they may be. I 
hope that, at length, Almighty God. will look 
with eyes“ of pity, on chat vaſt empire and 2 


* 


he will make known to thoſe great multitudes,” . 


Issus. „ TG ” ”; . 
We are three in company, who go to C 


© priſon thoſe Portugueſe, who are there languiſh- 
ing in chains; and above all things, to make war 


occaſion, we ſhall declare to the emperor firſt, and, [5 
afterwards to all his ſubjects, from the King of hea- 


ven, the great injury they have done Him, in . 


the devils that adoration, which is only due toeth 
true God, creator of mankind, and to Jeſus 
Chriſt their Judge and maſter. The underta- 
king may ſeem bold, to come amongſt Barbarians, 
and dare to appear before a mighty monarch, to 
declare the truth to him, and reprehend his 
vices. But we doubt not of His power, which 
infinitely ſurpaſſes that of the emperor of China. 
Thus our whole ſucceſs being in the hands of 
(Jod, what cauſe of diſtruſt or fear is it poſſible 
for us to have? For certain it is, our only 
prehenſion ought to be that of offending Him, and 
of incurring thoſe puniſhments which are or- 
dained for wicked men. But my hopes are in- 
fa make great, when I conſider, that God 
has made choice of ſuch weak inftruments, and 
ſuch ſinners as we are, for ſo high an employ- 
ment, as to carry the light of the goſpel almoſt, 
I may ſay, into another world 5 to a nation 
blinded with idolatry, and given up to vice“! 
The time being come for their embarkation, 
Xavier aſſembled the fathers of the college, and 
diſcourſed largely to theg f the virtues neceſ- 
ſary to the apoſtolic an. And then, em 
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who are all made after his ow” image; their 
Creator, and the Saviour, of man, CnRIs T 


with the devils, and their adherents. On which 


na with Pereyra; and our deny to free from 
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tbracing them with weeping, he recommended to 
them, above all things, conſtancy in their voca- 
tion; together with an unfeigned humility, 
which was to have for its foundation, a true 
knowledge of themſelves, and particularly a moſt 
prompt obedience. He left G the 14th day of 


THEy were no ſooner arrived at Malacca, 
and the affair made known to the governour, than 
all the fair hopes of China began to vaniſh. The 

governour had an old grudge towards Pereyra. His- 
envy and reſentment-carried him ſo far as to have 
the ſhip ſeized, and the rudder taken away. And 
to cover his paſhon with 'the pretext of public 
good, according to the common practice of men 
-in power, he loudly declared that the intereſts of 
the crown had conſtrained him to act in this 
manner; that being apprehenſive of a war a- 
_ gainſt Malacca, he could not have too many ſhips 
in readineſs ; with a great deal to the ſame pur- 
poſe. But this pretence was ſoon exploded' by 
the arrival of ſome Portugueſe veſſels, who fully 
proved thofe apprehenſions to be groundleſs. In 
ſhort, the outrages of the governour, carried him 
beyond all bounds ; and his intereſt and autho- 
rity prevailed utterly to defeat the embaſſage, and 
to ruin Pereyra. | 

The deplorable condition of Alvarez, the go- 
vernour, who was now become impudent in im- 
piety; the ruin of his friend Perera, the em- 
baſly of China utterly deſtroyed ; all theſe toge- 
they, deeply affected Aavier, and made him ſigh 
from the bottom of his ſoul; and ſo much the 
more, becauſe he imputgg theſe ſo great misfor- 
tunes to himſelf; as he pave eng 
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and, bes he expreſſed himſ. elf in writing, 


| becauſe he knew not with what face to ſee him. 


This letter has ſo much of a noble ſpitĩt in it, and 
breathes ſo much of the humble mind of a 
true chriſtian, that it well deſerves a place 
here. " 4s P J a 4 
Since the greatneſs of my ſins, ſaid he, haye 
been the reaſon, why God Almighty would nat 
make uſe of us two for the enterprize of "China, 
it is upon myſelf that I ought in conſcience to 
lay the fault. They are my offences which have 
ruined your fortunes, and have cauſed you to. 
loſe all your expences, for the embaſſy of Chi- 


na. Vet God is my witneſs, that I love Him, 


and that I love you alſo, And I confeſs to you, 


that if my intentions had not been right, I ſhould 


yet be more afflicted than I am. The favour 
which I defire of you is, that you would not 
come to ſee me; for J fear leſt the condition to 
which you are reduced, ſhould {till augment the 
trouble which I have already on your account; 
and that your ſorrow might be the occaſion of 
encreaſing mine. In the mean time, I hope this 
diſgrace of yours may be of advantage to you. 
As for the governour, who has broken our voyage, 
I have no farther communication with him. God 
forgive him; I pity him, and lament his condi- 
tion; for he will ſoon be puniſhed, and more ſe- 
verely than he thinks.“ l 
But though Xavier wrote very preſſing lette 
to the king of Portugal, in favour of Pereyra, he 
wrote nothing againſt Don Alurreꝝ; and Alverez ' 
himſelf was witneſs of it, having intercepted - the 
letters of the father. In reality, he found not 
the leaſt expreſſion of complaint againſt him: at 
which he was wonderfully ſurprized, 1e 
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| He goes into the , ue of Satician 3 and di 
; there. 


AVIER, notwithſtanding this diſappoint- 
ment, and all that followed thereupon, re- 
tained his purpoſe of vifiting China, and preach- 
ing the goſpel there. He thought if he could 
ger into an iſland which was neighbouring to 


Canton, he might from thence go privately over 
into the continent** that if he were ſtopped, and 
put in priſon, he ſhould at leaſt preach to the 


priſoners; that from the priſons the - chriſtian 
doctrines might ſpread into the towns, and 
poſſibly might reach the court : that perhaps alſo, 
the great men of the empire, and even the em- 
peror himſelf, might have the curiofity to ſee a 
man, who publiſhed ſo new a faith; and then 


be might gain an opportunity of declaring the : 


whole law of Jeſus Chtiſt. 
With theſe conſiderations, he took up the de- 
ſign of embarking in the Santa Crux, a ſhip 
which the governour of Malacca was ſending out 
for Saucian; and he did fo accordingly. They 
arrived at that iſland, NI days after their 
departure from Malacca. 

Here he exerciſed himſelf continually 4 in weeks 
of mercy and of piety, purſuing at the ſame time 
every poſſible and prudent meaſure, to accompliſh 


his deſign upon China, New dithcultivs, came 
in 
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in his way: the Portugue/e upon the iſland, and 
in the ſhips, all fat about diſuading him from fo 
hazardous an enterprize, urging withal the moſt 
weighty and terrible reaſons, which they could 
deviſe to prevail on him. But he had fortified 
his reſolutions with more potent reaſons, and an- 
ſwered the merchants with a ſpirit and tone which 
aſtoniſhed them. What, ſaid he, can men or De- 
mons and their miniſters do againſt me ? Surely 
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no more than what is permitted them by the ſo- 


vereign Lord of all the world. Add, that in 
giving up myfelf in this manner, I ſhall obey my 


Lord Jeſus, who declares in his goſpel, That 


 whoſcever will ſave his lift ſhall loſe it, and whoſo- 


ever will loſe his life for my ſake, ſhall find it. Our 


Saviour alſo ſays, That he who having put his hand 


to the plough, locketh back, is not fit for the 
kingdom of God, The loſs of the body, being 
then without compariſon leſs to be feared, than that 
olf the ſoul, according to the principles of eternal 
wiſdom, I am reſolved on this undertaking. In 


tine, I have ſet up my reſt; and nothing is capa- _ 


ble of altering my reſolution. Let all the powers 


of hell break looſe upon me, I deſpiſe them, 


provided God be on my ide. For if He be for 
us, who ſhall be againſt us?? 9 
He agreed with a. Chineſe merchant for a cer- 
tain ſum of money, N 
for that purpoſe, to convey him into the pro- 
vince of Canton, This merchant promiſed to 
hide Xawier in his own houſe four days. But 
firſt of all, he exacted a promiſe of ſecteſy tom 
him, that no torments, however cruel, ſhould 


bring him to confeſs, either the name or the 
houſe of him who had ſet him on dhe. - Xawer _. 


made as ſolemn an engagement as 


bich had been given him 


could de- 
24 : tre 


. You 


. ſometimes among his friends, that his only wiſb, 
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ſire; not without knowledge at the ſame time, 
of the hazard which he ran, as himſelf related to 
one of his deareſt friends. ; | 
I perceive ſaid he, two dangers which are 
almoſt inevitable in this affair. On the one fide, 
there is great cauſe of apprehenſion, leſt the ido- 
latrous merchant, having received the price of 
my paſſage, ſhould throw me over-board, or 
leave me on ſome. deſert iſland : on the other, 
leſt the governour of Canten ſhould diſcharge 
his fury upon me, and make me an example to 
all ſtrangers, by putting me to a cruel death, or 
- condemning me to. perpetual impriſonment. But 
in caſe I follow the voice which calls me, and 
wy my-Lord, I count my life and liberty as no- 
e fl 
He entertained himſelf day and night with the 
proſpect of bringing glory to God, in the conver- 
nion of the Chineſes, and of diſpoſſeſſing the devil 
of, the largeſt empire in the world; * If yet, 
ſaid he, it ſhall pleaſe almighty God, to employ 
Jo vile an inſtrument as I am, in ſo glorious an un- 
-dertaking.” Taken up with theſe and ſuch like 
- meditations, he often took his walk. along the 
- ſhore, and turning his eyes towards that deſired 
country, ſent out many an ardent figh ! He ſaid 


was to be ſet down at the gates of Canton, and 

- troubled not himſelf with what might happen 

- afterwards. . - * 

In the mean time, the Portugueſe ſtill vehe- 
mently oppoſed his deſign; and the merchant 

with whom he had agreed to take him to China (de- 
parting under pretence of a ſmall voyage, to return 

by a certain time) failed to fulfil his engagement 
ſo that Aavier heard no more of him. More- 
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over, the Portugueſe veſſels being gone from te 
iſland for India; all but one, which had not yet 
compleated her buſineſs, left him well nigh in 
the want of what was ſufficient to ſuſtain nature: 
ſo that he ſeemed abandoned, to die of hunger. 
Some have thought that Don Alverez had given 
orders, that all things ſhould be refuſed him. 
But it may be, that providence (unſearchable in 
its diſpoſals ! ) would try him, in the ſame man- 
ner, as ſometimes God is pleaſed to prove thoſe 

| whom he loves the beſt ; and permitted that de- 

9 of him, for the entire perfection of his 

I 1 

| The Eternal Wiſdom, * the hiſtorian, 

: which ſometimes inſpires his ſervants with great 
deſigns, does not always will the performance of 

e them; though he wills that on their fide, no- » 

ö thing be omitted for the execution. It hap- 
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il pened with Favier, (to compare little things x:7 4 25 
= great) as formerly God had dealt with Mas, 
y who died in view of that very land, whether he 

1 was commanded to conduct the Tratlites, A fe- 

ce ver ſeized him on the 20th of Nævember; and 
ne at the ſame time, he foretold the „ of His 8 
ed death, 


= 
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From that moment he Serccived. i in himſolf 4 
ſtrange diſguſt to all earthly things, and thougnnlt 
on nothing but that heavenly country, whither 
God was calling him. Being much weakened <4 2 
by his fever, he retired into the veſſel, which was 
the common hoſpital of the ſick, that there he 
might die among the poor ; and the captain, 
Lewis Almeyda, received him, notwithſtanding all 4 
the orders of his maſter Don Alverez to the con- REY 
-4rary, But the _ of the ſhip giving him an 1 
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extraordinary .head-ach, and hindering him from 
applying himſelf to God, as he deſired, the day 
enſuing he requeſted, that he might be ſet on 
ſhore again. He was landed, and left upon the 
ſands," expoſed to the injury of air, and the in- 
clemency of the ſeaſon, eſpecially to the blaſts of 
a piercing north wind, which then aroſe. He 
had there died without relief, had not a Portu- 
gueſe, more charitable than the reſt, whoſe name 
was George Alvarez, cauſed him to be carried in- 
to his cabbin; which yet was little different 
801 the naked ſhore, as being open on every 
ide. | | 
The little nouriſhment which he took, con- 
ſiſted of a few almonds, which the captain of the 
veſſel ſent him out of charity. The diſeaſe en- 
creaſed hourly, and he grew weaker every day. 
But his countenance was ſtill ſerene, and his ſoul 
enjoyed a perpetual calm ! Sometimes he lifted 
up his eyes to heaven, and at other times fixed 
them upon a repreſentation which he had of our 
Saviour crucified; entertaining continually di- 
vine converſation with his God; and not with- 
out ſhedding abundance of tears. He remained 
in this condition, till the 28th of November, 
* when the fever mounted up into his head. Du- 
ring this delirium, he talked of nothing but 
of God, and of his paſſage inte4China ; but 
in terms more tender and ardent than ever be- 
fore. 8 1 
Alt length he loſt his ſpeech, and recovered not 
tthe uſe of it, till three days afterwards : his 
ſtrength then left him all at once; fo that it was 
expected every moment that he would paſs away: 
but he once more recovered ; and having 8 
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free exerciſe of ils reaſon and ſpeech, he renewed 


his entertainments with his Saviour, in an audi-" _ 


ble manner. Nothing was to be heard from him 
but devout aſpirations, and ſhort ejaculations of 
prayer; but thoſe full of life, and affection. The 


aſſiſtants underſtood not all he ſaid, becauſe he 


continually ſpoke in Latin: and one who never 


left him, has only reported, that he made fre- 
quent repetition of thoſe words, Jeſu, fili David, 
miſerere mei! Jeſus, thou fon of David, have 


mercy upon me! And theſe alſo, which were 
familiar to him throughout his life, O ſandiiſſima 


Trinitar | O moſt holy Trinity ! / 
He paſſed two days without taking any food; 
and having ordered his miniſterial habits to be 


carried aboard the -ſhip, together with” thofe 


books which he had compoſed for the inſtruction 


of the Eaſtern people, he diſpoſed bimſelf for his 


laſt hour, which was ſwiftly approaching. 


At Aaſt, on Friday the ſecond of December, 
having his eyes all bathed in tears, and fixed up- 


wards, with great tenderneſs of foul, he pro- 
nounced theſe words, In te Domine ſperadi; non 
confundar in æternum; in Thee, O Lord, I have 
hoped ! I ſhall never be confounded. And at the 
ſame inſtant, with a holy joy which appeared up- 
on his countenance, he ſweetly yielded his ſpi- 
rit into the hands of 


of the clock in the afternoon, and in the y 


1552, in the forty-ſixth year of his age; ten 
years and a half after his arrival in the In- 


dies, "1 . 
27% I) 
. 


Hrs corpfe was not laid in the ground till Sun- 


God. It was towards two - 


day towards noon. His funeral wawmade with- 


out any ceremony; four perſons only were pre- 
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ſent. They took off his caſſock, which was all 
in tatters ; .and the four who had paid him thoſe 


laſt duties divided it amongſt. them, for the affec- 


tion which they bore toward him. 
His ſtature was ſomewhat above the middle 
ze; his conſtitution ſtrong; his air had a mix- 


ture of pleaſingneſs and majeſty: he was freſb 
coloured, and well proportioned. His continual 


labours had made him grey betimes; and in the 
laſt year of his life, he was grizzled almoſt to 
whiteneſs. : 


. When it was publicly known that he was 


dead, his moſt declared enemies, were ſmote with 
the molt reſpectful veneration for his memory. 
The very enemies of Jeſus Chriſt, ſome of the 
inhdels of India and Japan, paid him reverence, 
They ſpoke of him as The man of prodigies, the 


friend of heaven, the maſter. of nature; and went 


ſo far as to call him, the God of the world. 
The pagans had a cuſtom, that in confirma- 
tion of a truth, they would hold a red hot iron 


in their hands, with other ſuperſtitions of the 


like nature. But after that father Francis, came 
to be held in great veneration through the Indies, 
they (even during his life-time) ſwore ſolemnly 
by his name; and ſuch an oath was generally 
received for.the higheſt atteſtation of a truth, 
Nor was it only the Indians and Japonian, 
that honoured Xavier, and held him in ſuch 
reputation, both living, and when dead : he was 
heard of likewiſe, and even defired to be ſeen in 
other heathen countries. Aphonſo Leon Barbuda, 


-- Who has travelled over all the coaſts of Africi, 


reports, that in the kingdoms of Sala, beyond 
the great river of Cuama, and in the iſles about 
Vit, 
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it, the name of father Francis, was in high re- 
pute; and that theſe Moors never mentioned 
him, but with the addition of a ant 
man. 

It alſo happened, that in many places of the 
Indies, the new converts built churches in honour 
15 of father Francis, through a precipitate and in- 
diccreet devotion, which their good meaning and 
their zeal are only capable nn, : 
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5 Containing chiefly, ſome account of his 
particular graces, religt aus maxims, 

ande ounſels_ | 
S 


His Exerciſe of Prayer, 


E NM O exterior employments, how many 
%* N or how various ſoever, could divert 
* & him from the contemplation of hea- 
.. MA venly things. Being at Cera, his or- 
dinary retirement after dinner, was 

into the clock-houſe of the church, to avoid the 
interruption of any perſon: and there, during the 
b ſpace 
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ſpace of two hours, he had cloſe communion 


ST 
* . 
. o 
+ *® 


* 


with his God. But becauſe he was not maſter 


of himſelf on theſe occaſions, fo as to regulate 
his time; and that he was ſometimes obliged to 
leave his privacy, he ordered a young man of the 
ſeminary of Sainte Foy, whoſe name was Andrew, © 
to come and give him notice, when the tw © hours, 
to which he was limited were expired. 


One day, when the father was to ſpeak with the 
vice- roy, Andrew being come to inform him, found 
him ſeated on a little chair, with his hands acroſs 
his breaſt, and his eyes fixed on heaven. When he 


had looked on him a-while attentively, he at 
length called him; but finding that the father 


anſwered not, he ſpoke yet louder, and made a 
noiſe. All this was to no purpoſe : Xavier con- 
tinued immoveable, and Andrew went his way; 


having ſome ſcruple to diſturb a man that had 


the appearance of an angel, and ſeemed to en- 
joy the pleaſures of the ſouls in paradiſe. He re- 
turned nevertheleſs about two hours after, and 
found him till in the ſame poſture. | 

The young man, fearing he ſhould not 
comply with duty, if coming the. ſecond time, 

ſhould not make himſelf be heard, began to 
pull and to jogg him. Xavier at length return- 
ing to himſelf, was in a wonder at the firſt, that 
the two hours ſhould ſo ſoon be flipped away ; 
but coming to know, that he had remained in that 
place beyond four hours, he went out with An- 
drew, to go to the palace of the vice-roy. But 


he was ſtill rapt in contemplation, without well 


knowing whither he went. He returned as night 
was beginning to come on, and ſaid to his at- 
tendant, My ſon, we will take another time 
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to ſee the governout; it is the will of God, that 
this preſent day ſhould be wholly His.” 

Another time, walking through the ftreets of 
the ſame city, his thoughts were ſo wholly taken 
up with God, that he perceived not a furious 
elephant, who being broken looſe, cauſed a ge- 


neral terror, and every man made haſte out of 


his way. It was in vain to cry out to Aauier, 
that he might avoid him; he heard nothing, and 
the enraged beaſt paſſed very near him, without 
his knowledge. 

In his voyages at ſea, he continued eanltly 
in prayer, from midnight even to ſun-riſing, and 
that regularly, From thence it came almoſt to 

proverb amongſt the ſeamen, „that nothin 

as to be feared in the night, becauſe father 
Francis watched the veſlel ; and the tempeſts 
durſt not trouble them while he held converſa- 
tion with God.” 

He often paſſed the night in the open air ; and 
nothing ſo much elevated his foul to God, as the 
view of heaven, ſpangled over, and ſowed as it 


were with ſtars. It is indeed a ſolemn and in- 


ſtructive proſpect : 


«© *Tis nature's ſyſtem of divinity : 


And humble, pure, and heavenly- minded hearts 
Are Here inſpired, 


His love lets down thoſe ſilver chains of light 
To draw up man's ambition to himſelf, 
And bind our chaſt affections to his throne. 


Sometimes in the midſt of converſation, he 
was called aſide of God, by certain ſudden il- 


luminations, which obliged him to retire, And 
when afterwards o they ſought him, he was found 
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immovable upon his knees in ſome lonely place, 


as it were ingulphed in deep meditations:- And 
his intenſenefs was ſometimes ſuch, that he 
could not be brought to himſelf, by pulling him 
by the robe, and violently ſhaking him. 

The delights which he enjoyed at ſuch times, 
are only to be comprehended by ſuch ſouls as 
have received from heaven the like favours. In- 
deed, if it be poſſible for man to enjoy on earth 
the felicities of heaven, it is then, when the ſoul 
tranſported out of itſelf, is, as it were, plunged and 
loſt in the abyſs of God. 

But it was not only in theſe kind of tranſports, - 
that Xavier was intimately united to our Lord: 
in the midſt of his labours, he had his ſoul recol- 
lected in God, without any diffipation, cauſed 
by the multitude or intricacy of affairs: inſo- 
much, that he remained entire in all he did, and 
at the ſame time whole in Him, for whoſe honour 
he was then employed. 


CC 
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Of his Love 10 GOD. 


HIS fo cloſe, and ſo continual an union, 

could only proceed from a tender cha- 

rity. The divine love burned him up in ſuch a 
manner, that his very face appeared ſometimes, 
as it were, on fire. Frequently in preaching, 
and in walking, he felt in himſelf ſuch inward 
ardour, that not being able to endure it, he was 
conſtrained to give himſelf air, by opening his 
1 | gar- 


FRANCIS XAYVTER, 99 
garment before his breaſt. A0 this he has been 
ſeen to do on” many occaſions, at Malacca, and 
at Go; in the garden of St. Paul's college, and 
in the ſandy walks by the ſea-ſhore. At 

Words of holy affection burſt out and ſallied 
from his lips very frequently, which were no o- 
ther than the flames of a burning heart. As for 
example, O moſt Holy Trinity ] O my Creator; 
O my FJeſu! O Jeſu, the deſire of my ſoul ! He 
ſpoke thoſe words in Latin, that he might not be 
underſtood by the common people: and being on 
the coaſt of Fi/bery, at the kingdom of Trevancer, _ 
and at the Moluccas, he was heard to ſpeak ſo 
many times every day theſe words, O ſanc- 
tiſſima Trinitas; O moſt Holy Trinity! That 
the moſt idolatrous Barbarians, when they found 


themſelves in extreme danger, or that they would 


expreſs their amazement at any thing, pro- 
nounced theſe very words, without underſtand- 
ing any thing more of them, than that they be- 
lieved they were holy and myſterious. 

Even ſleep itſelf had not the power to inter- 
rupt thoſe tender aſpirations ; and all the night 
long he has ſometimes been heard to ſay, O my 
Jeſus, O my ſcul's delight ] Or other expreſſions 
as full of tenderneſs ; which ſhewed the inclina- 
tions of his heart. Being out of his ſenſes, by 
the violence of a burning fever, both at Bozam- 


bigue, and at Sancian, he ſpoke of God and to 


God, with more fervency than ever: inſomuch 
that his delirium ſeemed only a redoubling of his 
love, | 

He was ſo ſenſible of the intereſts of the Di- 
vine Majefty, that being touched. to the quick 


with the enormity of thoſe crimes, that were 


committed in the new world (the Indies) he writ 
x to 
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to a friend of his in theſe very terms: © I have 
ſometimes an abhorrence of my life, and would ra- 
ther chuſe to die, than to behold ſo many out- 
rages done againſt Jeſus Chriſt, without being 
able either to hinder, or repair them.” 

That he might always keep alive the fire of 
Divine Love, Fe had inceſlantly before his eyes, 
the ſufferings of our Lord. At the ſight of the 

wounds, and of the blood of a crucified God, 
he fell into ſighs, and tears, and languiſhments, 
and extaſies of love] He was conſumed with the 
zeal of returning his Saviour, life for life ! Mar- 
tyrdom was his predominant paſſion ; and his 
ſentiments are a continual proof of it. It ſome- 
times happens, through a ſingular favour of the 
divine goodneſs, (ſays he, in one of his letters) 
that for the ſervice of God, we run ourſelves in- 
to the hazard of death, But we ought to bear 
in mind, that we are born mortal; and that a 
chriſtian is bound, to deſire nothing more than to 
lay down his life for Jeſus Chriſt.” 

From hence proceeded that abundant joy 
which he conceived, when ſome of the newly 
converted chriſtians poured out their blood fon 
Chriſt's ſake. He wrote to ſome of the fathers, 
his brethern, on occaſion of the maſſacre of the 
baptized Manaroes, in theſe terms. We are 
obliged to rejoice in Jeſus Chriſt, that martyrs 
are not wanting, not even in our decaying 
times: and to give Him thanks, that ſeeing ſo 
few perſons make the right uſe of his grace for 
their ſalvation, He permits that the number of 
the happy, ſhall be compleated through the cru- 
elty of men. 0 


* 
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4 'Admirable news, (ſays he, elſewhere) is 
lately come from the Maluccas: they who la- 
bour there in the Lord's vineyard, ſuffer ex- 
ceedingly, and are in continual hazard of their 
lives. | Andie that the iſles Del Moro will give 
many martyrs. to our ſociety, and they ſoon be 
called the iſles of martyrdom. Let our brethren 


then, who defire to ſhed their blood for Jeſus . 


Chriſt, be of good courage, and anticipate their 
future joy: they will have wherewithal to ſa- 
tisfy their longings.” 

The ſame love which inſpired him with the 
defire of dying for our Saviour, made him breathe 
after the ſight and poſſeſſion of God. He ſpoke 


not but of paradiſe, and concluded almoſt all his 


letters, with wiſhing there to meet his brethren, 
TG MT 
"CH a M0 
Of his Love of Man. 
SECT. 1. 


His Charity toward the Por and difireſſed. 


H 


actions, and particularly extended itſelf to the 


ſervice of his neighbour. Aavier feemed to be 


only born for the relief of the diſtreſſed. He 


loved the. ſick with tenderneſs; and to attend 


them was what he called his pleaſure, 


v 


IS charity was not confined to words and 
thoughts; it ſhone out in his works and . 
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Though all the miſerable were dear. to him, 
ret he aſſiſted the priſoners after a more particu- 
ar manner, with the charities which he gathered, 

In Goa, he employ'd one day of the week in do- 
ing good, according to the utmoſt of his power, 
to ſuch who were overwhelmed with debts, If 
he had not wherewithal to pay off their creditors 
entirely, he, by his conduct and civility, got them 
ſometimes to forgive, at leaſt, a part of what was 
owing to them. The poor, with one'chmmon 
voice called him their father, and he alſo re- 
garded them as his children, Nothing was given 
him, but what paſſed thro' his hands into theirs 
who were members of Jeſus Chriſt; even ſo far 
as to deprive himſelf of neceflaries, 

He recommended without ceaſing, his ſriends 
and benefactors to our Lord. But the perſecu- 
tots of Xavier had a greater ſhare in his devo- 
tions, than any others: and at the ſame time, 
when he was treated ſo unworthily by the go- 
vernour of Malacca, he daily addreſſed heaven in 
his behalf. He was uſed to ſay, that to render 
good for evil, was in ſome ſort a divine revenge. 
And he revenged himſelf in that very ſort on the 
governor of Comorine; Which in one of his let- 
ters is thus atteſted, 4+ My dear brother in Je- 
ſus Chriſt (thus he wrote — F. Manjilla) J hear 
uncomfortable news, that the governour's ſhip is 
deſtroy'd by fire, that his houſes are alſo burned 
down: that he is retired into an iſland, and has 
nothing left him, even for the neceſſary proviſions 
of live. I deſire you, out of chriſtian charity, to 
go among the firſt to his relief, with your chriſ- 
tians of Punical, I have written earneſtly to 
the chief of the people, that they furniſh you 
with all things neceſſary, I would go in 15 

on 
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ſon to the aſſiſtance of the governour, if I thought 
my preſence would be acceptable to him, 

of late he hates me, and has written, that he 
could not expreſs, without giving ſcandal, all the 
evils I have done him. God can bare me wit- 


judice.“ 


N 


His Zeal jor Souls, 

H I S charity towards his neighbour, did prin- 
cCipally appear, in what he did for the con- 
verſion of ſouls. It is difficult to enumerate all 


his travels by land, and his voyages by ſea. But 


from what is well and generally known of them, 
it might be thought he had ſcarce leiſure to do 
any thing but travel. According to the parti- 
cular accounts which have been taken, and the 
| calculations made of his journies ; and according 
| to the rules of our geographers, who have exactly 
; meaſured the terreſtrial globe, they exceeded by 
many times, the circumference of this world. 


In the mean time, the leaſt of his buſineſs in 


his travels, was to travel. And they who were 


r beſt acquainted with him, report of him, what 
g :; St. Chryjo/flome ſaid of the apoſtle St. Paul, That 
d he ran through the world with an incredible fwift- 
is neſs, and as it were on the wing ! Yet not with- 
5 out labour, nor that labour without fruit; but 
0 preaching, - baptizing, diſputing with the Gen- 
{- tiles, rooting out idolaters, reforming mannerss 
to and endeavouring every where, to eſtabliſh, chriſti- 
u an piety. His — were attended with all the 
* inconyeniencies of life; and thoſe; who narrowly 
In x : 


obſerved 


But x 


neſs, if ever I have done him the leaſt pre- 


oy 
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obſerved him have faid, it was a continual miracle 
that he lived, during the inceſlane ſweat. of ten 
years tolling. 

How painful ſoever were the functions of his 
. miniſtry, he acquitted himſelf of them with fo 
much promptitude and joy, that by the relation 
of one who conſtantly attended him, he ſeemed 
to do naturally all he did. Theſe are the very 
words ofithe relater : * The father maſter Fran- 
cis, in labouring for the ſalvation of the Saracens 
and Idolaters, ſeemed to act not by any infuſe, 
or acquired virtue, but by a natural motion : 
for he could neither live, nor take the leaſt plea- 
ſure, but in evangelical employments. In them 
he found even his repoſe ; and to him it was no 
labour, to conduct others to the love and know- 
ledge of his God.“ 

Thus alſo, whenſoever there was the leaſt pro- 
bability, that the goſpel might be planted in any 
new country of the Gentiles, he flew thither, in 
deſpite of all threatning difficulties. The cer- 
tain number is not known of thoſe who were 
converted by his means; but the received opi- 
nion amounts it to above an hundred thouſand 
fouls : many of whom, generouſly died for the 
love they had to Jeſus Chriſt, Pedro Martinez, 
proteſts to have heard the prince of the iſle of Ro- 
falao ſay, „That though all the world ſhould 
arm againſt him, they ſhould never be able to 
tear that perſuaſion, which father Francis bad in- 
ſpired into him.“ 


He poured gut many a prayer to God i in their 


behalf: one, which he often made uſe of, he wrote 
down in Latin, and is as follows, 
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“ O eternal God, creator of all things; mer- 
cifully remember that the ſouls of infidels, are 


the work of thy hands, and that they are created 


to thy reſemblance. Behold, O Lord, how 
hell is filled with them, to the diſhonour of thy 
name. Remember that Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son, , 
for their ſalvation, ſuffered a moſt cruel death! 
Permit not I beſeech Thee, that He ſhould be 
deſpiſed by thoſe idoJaters. Call to mind thy own 
-ompaſſions ! Forget, O Lord, their infidelity, 
and work in ſuch manner, that at length they 
may acknowledge for their God, our Saviour 


Jeſus Chriſt, whom Thou haſt ſent into*We” 
world, and who is our ſalvation, our life, our. - 


reſurrection; by whom we have been redeemed y 
from hell, and to whom be glory now and ever- 
more. Amen. 
ee 
The various Induſtry of his Teal. 


H E induſtry which Aavier employed 

in converting the nations of the Ea, 

or in ſtrengthning their converſion, was of va- 
rious ſorts. As it was impoſſible for him to 
preach always, or in all places, he writ many in- 
ſtructions, relating to faith and chriſtian practice; 
ſome more ample, and others more brief; but 
all in the languages of the converted nations. Aid 
it was by theſe inſtructions, that the children 
learned to read. He alſo compoſed devout hymns; 


. Together with the Lord's Prayer, and the Apo/ilt's 
Creed, in muſical numbers. And theſe were fo 


pleaſing to the young converts; men, women and 
chil- 
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children, that they ſung them day and night, both 


in their houſes, and in the open fields. 


He was of eaſy converſation with all ſorts of 


people, but moſt obliging to the greateſt fin- 


ners. His univerſal condeſcenſion was very ob- 
ſervable : he became all things to all men for 
the advantage of theit ſouls, A Portugueſe gen- 
tleman, one Don Diego Norogno, had once a very ill 
opinion of him, becauſe of ſome inſtances of this 


condeſcenſion, not knowing the motive of it. He 


contemned Az2vrer, and took him for a counter- 


feit, and an hypocrite. This gentleman had 
heard much talk of the father's piety, and formed 


fo himſelf the idea of a man, who was entirely 
recollected and auſtere ; one who never appeared 
in public, but to perform the particular functions 
of his miniſtry. But finding him always, when- 
ever he ſaw him in company, chearful, and in 
good humour, he was confirmed in his ill opinion 
of him. Being on ſhip-board together, and the 
whole company going on ſhore on the coaſt of 
Malabar, he perceived Xavier taking a walk by 
himſelf into a wood, and ſent after him one of 
his ſervants to obſerve his actions. The ſervant 
found him ſo employed with God, that he quick- 


ly ran to give notice to his maſter 3 who upon 


the report, came thither, and was a witneſs of 
the ſecret devotion and divine employment of the 
ſervant of God. Norogna was then convinced 
of his former error; and that the ſeeming gaiety 
of Xavier's converſation was not inconſiſtent with 
true holineſs, 
He ſpoke with the merchants of their affairs; 
and by his enquiries. and concern in their intereſts, 
ſeemed as though he was: co-partner with them, 


But while he was diſcourſing with them of Pa 
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of winds, and of merchandize, he dexterouſly 
turned the converſation on the eternal gains of 
heaven: „ How bent are our deſires, he would 
ſay, on heaping up the frail and periſhable trea- 
ſures of this world; as if there was no other life 
beſides this earthly being; nor other riches be- 
ſides the gold of Japan, the filks of China, and 


the ſpices of the Miluccas! Ah, what profits it 


a man to gain the univerſe, and to loſe his 
ſoul ! ” In reſpec of the new chriſtians, his con- 
duct was altogether fatherly : he ſuffered their 
rough and barbarous behaviour, and required no 
more from them in the beginning, than what 
might be expected from people of baſe extraCtion, 
and grown inveterate in vice. | £2. 
As the fin of impurity was the reigning vice in 

India, among the Portugueſe, he applied bimſelf 
in a particular manner, to withdraw them from 
their voluptuous living, The mildneſs of his aſ- 
pect, the. obligingneſs of his words, and often 
good offices, ſo reconciled them to whatever mea- 
ſures he purſued for their advantage, that they 
often complied with his inſtructions, without re- 
ſiſtance. But the converſion of ſinners coſt him 
much more than becoming addreſſes. Before 
ever he treated with them concerning the im- 
portant buſineſs of their ſouls, he treated with 
God in long and mighty prayers, by day and 
by night, and joined with his prayers many ſe- 
vere auſterities. For altho' he ſometimes ap- 
peared gay amongſt them, in his ſecret carriage 
before God, he laboured and ſtrove, and wept and 
watched, to obtain of Him the cenyerſion of their 
fouls, | 5 % | IJ 
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His holy life, gave a luſtre and value to his 
diſcourſes, and the fight of him alone, was often 
ſuſhcient to touch the heart. He inſtructed by 
his ſilence, as well as by his words; and there 
were inſtances in the Indies of perſons who en- 
tirely changed their evil life by his conduct, with- 
out ſo much as {peaking a word to them. There 
was in Meliapo a Portugueſe gentleman, who 
lived a debauched and ſcandalous life. Xavier 
went one day to viſit him about dinner time, 
4 Are you willing, ſaid he, that we ſhould be- 
gin an acquaintance by dining together?“ The 
Portugueſe was ſomewhat diſcompoſed, both at 
the viſit and the compliment: yet he forced 
himſelf into a civil behaviour, and pretended to 
be very glad of the honour which the father had 
done him. While they were at table, Aavier 
ſpoke not one word to him concerning his de- 
bauchèry, and only entertained him with ordi- 

nary talk, tho' they had been ſerved by perſons 
whoſe habit and appearance was not the moſt 
modeſt. He continued in the ſame way he had 
began after they were riſen from dinner, and in 
concluſion, took his leave, without in the leaſt 
reproaching him. 

The genleman, ſurpriſed at the conduct of 
father Francis, believed his ſilence to be a bad 
omen to him; and that he had nothing elſe to 
expect but an unhappy death, and a more unhap- 
py eternity. In this thought, he went with all 
diligence to find out the father, and falling down 
before him—Your filence, ſaid, he has ſpoken 
powerfully to my heart : I have not enjoyed one 


moments repoſe ſince you parted from me. Ah, 


father, if you think my everlaſting damnation be 
not Already fixed, I put myſelf into you * 3 
0 


„ ß TEN 


FRANCIS XAVIER 109 


de with me what you ſhall judge neceſſary for 
the ſalvation of my ſoul.” I- 

Aavier embtaced him and let him know, that 
the mercies of our Lord are infinite; that it is 
our duty never to deſpair; that he who ſome- 
times refuſes to ſinners, (as a puniſhment for 
their wickedneſs) the hour of repentance, always 
grants pardon to the penitent, with a great deal 
to this effect. The man put away the occaſions of his 


ſin, and lived afterwards a chaſte and chriſtian life. 


When he lighted on intractable and ſtubborn 
ſouls, he gave them not over for their contumacy; 
but rather ſought by all means to ſoften them ; 
and ſhewed them on every occaſion a pleaſing 
countenance, that thence they might be given to 
. underſtand, how ready he was to receive and 
aſſiſt them. But the condeſcenſions and obliging- 
neſs of Xavier, had nothing in them of meanneſs, 


or weakneſs : he knew well enough to make uſe 


of authority and ſeverity, when there was occa- 
ſion. And he has been known to ſpeak to perſons 
of deſtinction of both ſexes, with ſuch. majeſty. 


and plainneſs, as deeply affected them, ad in- 


fluenced their behaviour ever after. 


TRE extent of his _ was not leſs than | 


the various induſtry of it. He looked upon all 
that was performed by him, only as an eflay, or 
beginning. He wrote: in the year 15 49, that if 
God would be e beſtow upon him yet 
ten years more of life, he deſpaired not but theſe 
ſmall beginnings, would by the divine mercy, 
be attended with more happy conſequences. 


His ardent deſire was ſtill for extending the do- 


minion of Jeſus, Chriſt, all over the heathen 


once 


world, The year * he writ, that when 
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once the empire of China, and that of Tartary, 
were ſubdued to the ſcepter of Jeſus Chriſt, he 
purpoſed to return into Europe by the North, that 
he might labour there alſo: that after this, he 
deſigned to go over into Africa, or to return into 
Aſia, in queſt of new kingdoms, where he might 
preach the goſpel. 

But though he was ever forming new deſigns, 
as tho' he were to live beyond an age, yet he la- 
boured, as if he had not a day to live; and fo 
tugged at the work which he had in hand, that 
two or three days and nights paſſed over his head, 
witlfout giving himſelf time to take any nouriſh- 
ment. And yet, as intent as he was upon his 
work, he nevertheleſs quitted it when occaſion 
required, with the ſame promptitude, that af- - 
terwards he reſumed it. He broke off his very 
prayers, when the moſt inconſidetable perſon had 
the leaſt occaſion for him, in matters of ſoul-con- 
cernment, and ordered, when he was in the 
deepeſt off his retirements, that if any poor man, 
or even a child ſhould deſire to be inſtructed, he 
might be called from his devotions, 
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His Intrepidity in Dangers, and Confidence in 
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E went through the moſt imminent dan- 
gers, both by land and fea, Beſide the 
tempeſts which he ſuffered in ten years of _— 
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continual navigation, being at Malacca, and paſ- 
ling from ifle to iſle, he was thrice ſhip-wrecked 
and was once for above forty hours together on 

a plank, at the mercy of the winds and waves. 
The barbarians have often ſhot arrows at him; 
and more than once, he feil into the hands of 
an enraged multitude, The Brachmans frequent- 
ly ſought after him, to have murthered him; 
even to that point of mercileſs barbarity, as to ſet 
fire to all the houſes, where they imagined: he 
might be concealed, But none of theſe dangers 
were able to affright him; and the apprehenſion 
of dying, could never hinder him from perform- 
ing his ordinary functions. It ſeemed that dan- 
gers ſerved to the redoubling his courage, Be- 
ing at Japan, he reprehended the king of Aman- 
tuichi ſo ſeverely, for the infamy and ſcandal of 
his vices, that one of his companions, who at- 


tended him as interpreter was amazed, and 


trembled in pronouncing what he put into his 
mouth. 

Xavier, one day perceiving the fear of his 
companion, forbad him abſolutely, either to 
change or ſoften any of his words. “I] obeyed 
him, ſays Farnandez, the interpreter ; but ex- 
pected every moment, when the barbarian ſhould 
ſtrike me with his ſcimetar ; and confeſs my 
apprehenſions of death, were as much too great, 
jp n concernment of father Francis was too 
ittle. 

If we die for ſo good a cauſe (ſaid Aavier, 
on another occaſion) we ought to place it among 
the greateſt benefits we receive from God; and 
ſhall be very much obliged to thoſe, who free- . 
ing us from a continual death, ſuch as is this 
mortal life, ſhall put us in poſſeſſion of an eternal 
hap- 


* 
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happineſs. So that we are reſolved to preach the 
truth amongſt them, in deſpite of all their threat- 
nings; and, encouraged by the hopes of divine 
aſſiſtance, obey the precept of our Saviour, who 
commands us to prefer the ſalvation of others, be- 
fore our lives.“ 

In the midſt of the moſt barardous undertakin gs, he 
hoped all things from God, and from thence drew 
his aſſurance of overcoming all things. We ſet 
out, (ſays he, ſpeaking of the voyage to Japan) 
full of 1 in God; and hope, that having 
Him for our conductor, we ſhall triumph over 
all enemies. As to what remains, we fear not to 
enter into the liſts, with the doctors of Japan; 
for what available knowledge can they have, who 
ate ignorant of the only true God, and of his 
only Son, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? And beſides, 
what can we juſtly apprehend, who have no other 
aim than the glory of God, and Jeſus Chriſt, 
the prexching of the goſpel, and the ſalvation of 
ſouls ? Suppoling . that we were, not only in a 
kingdom of cen but in the very kingdom 
of Devils, and that naked and diſarmed, neither 


the moſt crucl barbarity, nor the rage of hell, 


could hurt us without God's permiſſion, We are 
afraid of nothing but offending God Almighty : 
and provided that we offend not Him, we pro- 
mile ourſelves, through his aſſiſtance, an afiured 
victory over all our enemies. Since He affords 
ſufficient ſtrength to every man, for his ſervice, 


and for avoiding fin, we hope his mercy will not 


be wanting to us. But as the ſum of all-con- 
ſiſts in the good or evil uſe of his benefits, we alſo 
hope He will give us grace to employ ourſelves 
for his glory ; and that in order thereto, we ſhall 

have 
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Have to our aſſiſtance, the prayers of the faith- | 
ful. Our greateſt comfort proceeds from this, 
that God beholds the ſcope of this our voyage, 
that our only aim is to make known the Creator 
of the univerſe, to ſouls which are made after 


his own image; to bring thoſe ſouls to give Him 


the worſhip due to Him, and to ſpread the chriſ- 
tian religion throughout all regions.” 
With theſe encouragements, we doubt not but 
the iſſue of our voyage will be proſperous. And 
two things ſeem to aſſure us, that we ſhall van- 
quiſh all the oppoſition of hell: the one is the 
greatneſs of our holy enterprize ; the other 
the care of Divine Providence, whoſe dominion 
is of no leſs extent over Devils than over men. 
We therefore baniſh all thoſe fears, which uſu- 


ally hinder us from placing our whole confidence 


in God. We conceive a manifeft difference be- 
twixt thoſe, who abounding in all things, truſt 
in God; and thoſe, who being ſufficiently pro- 

vide! with all neceſſaries, yet bereave themſelves 
of them, in imitation of Jeſus Chriſt. So is there 

alſo, betwixt thoſe who truſt in God's providence, 
when they are out of danger, and thoſe who 


with the aſſiſtance of his grace, dare voluntarily 


expoſe themſelves to the greateſt hazards, which ; 
are in their proper choice and power to ſhun,” 

*It was in the ſpirit of this holy confidence, chat 
writing to his friend Simon Kodriguex „ he {peaks } in 
this manner, | 

« Our God holds in his hands the tem REY 
which infeſt the ſeas of China and Japan; geen 
the rocks, the gulphs. and banks of 25 which 
are formidably known by ſo many ſhip-wrecks, 
are all of them under his dominion. He is ſo- 
vereign over all thoſe pyrates which Cruiſe the 
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ſeas, and exerciſe their _cruclties on the Portu- 
gueſe. And for this reaſon, I cannot fear them. 
J only fear, leſt God ſhould puniſh me for 
being too puſillanimous in his ſervice ; and fo 
little capable through my own frailty, of extend- 
ing the kingdom of his Son, amongſt thoſe na- 
tions who know Him not.“ 

He ſpeaks in the ſame ſpirit to his brethren at 
Goa, in giving them an account of his arrival at 
Japan. We are infinitely indebted to God, for 
permitting us to enter into theſe barbarous coun- 
tries, where we are to be regardleſs, and in a 
manner forgetful of ourſelves. For the enemies 
of true religion, being maſters every where, on 
whom can we rely, but on God alone? And to 
whom can we have recourſe beſides him? In other 
countries, where the chriſtian faith is flouriſh- 
ing, it happens, I know not how, that every thing 
hinders us from repoſing ourſelves in God alone. 
The love of our relations, the bonds of friend- 
ſhip, the conveniences of life, or the remedies 
which we uſe in ſickneſs, and the like, are as ſo 
many draw-backs to our totally abandoning our- 
ſelves to God. But here, being diſtant from the 
place of our nativity, and living among Parla- 
rians, where all human ſuccours are wanting to 
us, it is of abſolute neceſſity that our confidence 
in Him alone ſhould be our aid.” 

But a letter which Xavier wrote after a dan- 
gerous voyage, on his return from the Moluccas, 
expreſſes yet more ſtrongly his thoughts on this 
ſubject: his words are theſe. it has 
pleaſed God, that we ſhould not periſh ! It has 
alſo pleaſed Him to inſtruct us even by our dan- 

gers, and to make us know by our own experi- 
ence, how weak we are, when -we rely only up- 
on 


— 
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on outſelwks, or on human ſuccours. For when 


we come to, underſtand the deceicfulnefs- of 


our hopes, and are ent rely diffident of human 


helps, we rely on God, who alone can deliver 


us out of theſe dangers, in which we have en- 
gage ourſelves on his account: we ſhall ſoon 


experience that he governs all things, and that 
the heavenly pleaſures, waich He confers on his 
ſervants on ſuch occaſions, ought to make us de- 


ſpiſe the greateſt hazards. 

«© Even death itſelf has nothing in it which is 
dreadful to them, who have a taſte of thoſe di- 
vine delights ; and though, when we have: eſcap- 


ed thoſe perils of which I ſpeak, we want words 


to expreſs the horrour of them; there remains in 
our heart a pleahng memory of the favours which 
God has done us. And that remembrance ex- 
cites-us day and night, to labour in the ſervice 
of ſo good a maſter, We are allo enlivened by 
it, to Honour him during the reſt of our lives, 
hoping that out of his abundant mercy, he will 
beſtow on us new {ſtrength and freſh vigour, to 


ſerve him faichfully and generouſly, even to our 


death. 

„May it pleaſe the divine goodneſs (he ſays 
e!ſewhere) that good men, whom the devil en- 
deavours to afftight in the ſervice of God, might 
fear no other thing beſides diſpleaſing him, in leav- 
ing off what they have undertaken for his ſake; 
If they would do this, how happy a life would 


they then lead! How much would they advance 


in virtue, knowing by. their own experience, 
that they can do nothing of themſelves ; but that 
they can do all things by, the affiftance of his 
grace!“ He ſaid farther, that ig theſe dan- 
gerous occaſions, the want of confidenee in God, 


Was 


. 


"I 


players, ſaid he to one of them, that tho' my 
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was more to be feared, than any aſſault of our 
enemies ; that we ſhould not only fear nothing 
under the conduct of ſuch a general, but allo - 
ſhould not doubt of victory : and that we ſhould 


run much greater hazard in the leaſt diſtruſt of 


the divine aſſiſtance, in the greateſt dahgers, - 
than in expoling ourſelves to thoſe very dangers, 
Laſtly, that the danger was ſo much the more 
formidable, the more it was hidden, and the 
leſs we perceived it. 
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CjH A Ff. V. 
Of his Humility, 
2 thoughts produced in the ſoul of 


this ſervant of God, an entire diffidence of 
himſelf, with the deepeſt humility. All that he 
both knew and- performed, ſerved only to raiſe 
confuſion in him, becauſe, as he ſaid, he found 
nothing in himſelf, but his own nothingneſs : 
And being nothing in himſelf, he could not com- 
prehend how it was poſſible for him to be eſteem- 
ed. Writing to the doctor of Navarre, before 
his voyage to the Indies, he told him, that © it 
was a fingular grace of heaven, to know our- 
ſelves; and that, thro' the mercy of God, he 
knew himſelf to be good for nothing.” 

In many paſſages of his letters he calls himſelf 
an exceeding weak man, and a great ſinner ; and 
conjures his brethren to employ their interceſſions 
to God in his behalf. Bring to paſs by your 


fins 
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fins have rendered me unworthy of the miniſ- 


terial vocation, yet God may vouchſafe out of 
his infinite goodneſs to make uſe of me, I be- 
ſeech our Lord, that he would give you to under- 
Dur how much I ſtand in need of your interceſ- 
ion | 
As he had a mean opinion of himſelf, and 
that his undefſtanding was ſuſpected by him, he 
frequently by his letters requeſted his brethren of 
Itah and Portagal, to inſtruct him in the beſt 
method of preaching the goſpel. I am going, 
ſaid he, i in one of bis letters, to publiſh Jeſus Chriſt 
to people who are part dolaters, and part Sara- 
cens. I conjure you by Jeſus Chrift himſelf, to 


ſend me word, after what-manner, and by what 


means I may inſtruct them. For I am verily 
perſuaded, that God will fuggeſt thoſe ways to you, 
which are moſt proper for the eaſy reduction of 
thoſe people into his fold. And if I wander from 


the right path, while I am in expectation of your 


letters, I hope I ſhall return into it, when I 
ſhall have received them.“ 

If the deſigns which he was always forming 
for the advancement of religion, happened at any 
time to be thwarted, he acknowledged no other 
reaſon of thoſe croſſes then his own fins, and 
complained only of himſelf. And in the midſt 
of the ſucceſſes which it pleaſed God to give to 
his labours, he avoided the honours which were 
often attempted to be paid him, by getting out 
of the way immediately: or, if that could not be 
done, he entered ſo far into himſelf, that he 
ſtood ſecure from the temptations of vain glory. 
He ſpoke of God in the moſt magnificent and 
elevated manner; but of himſelf, in terms ſo 
humble and with ſo much felf-contempt, that all : 
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who heard him were both.edified and aſtoniſned. 
One of the Bonzas of Japan ſaid, that “ reflect- 
ing, rather upon Xavier's carriage than his words, 
from a prieſt of idols, which he had been, he be- 
came a worſhipper of Jeſus Chriſt,” 

I cannot tell you, (wrote he from Cochin te 
Enalius) bow much | ſtand obliged to the Japo - 
nians; in favour of whom, God has given me 
clearly to underſtand, the infinite number of my 
fins : for *till that a was ſo little recollected, 
and ſo far wandered out myſelf, that I had not 
diſcovered in the bottom of my heart, an abyſs of 
imperfections and failings. It was not 'till my 
labours and ſufferings in Japan, that I began at 
length to open my eyes, and to underſtand with 
God's aſſiſtance, and by my own experience, 
that it is neceſlary for me to have one who may 
watch over me, and govern me. Inſtead there-- 
fore of repoſing on me the care of others, I may 
humbly hope, that you will repoſe on others the 
care of me.“ | 


Some of his Maxims of Humility. 


Aavicr recommends nothing ſo much to 
goſpel labourers, as the knowledge of them- 
ſelves, and ſkunning of pride. Moſt of his let- 
ters are ful of this ſubject. ** Cultivate humility, 
ſays he, with care, in all thoſe things which de- 
praved nature has in horrour; and make ſure, by 
the aſliſtance of divine grace, to gain a thorough 
knowledge of yourſelves : for that underſtanding 
of ourſelves. is the mother of chriſtian: humility. 
Beware eſ,ecially leſt the good opinion which 
men have conceived of you, do not give you re 
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much pleaſure ; for thoſe vain delights are apt te 
make us negligent ; and that negligence, as it 
were by a kind of enchantment, deſtroys the hu- 


mility of our hearts, and introduces pride inſtead 


of it. | 
« Be diſtruſtful of your own ſtrength, and 
build nothing upon human wiſdom, nor upon the 


. eſteem of men. By this means you will be in 


condition, to bear whatſoever troubles ſhall happen 
to you ; for God ſtrengthens the humble man and 
gives him courage; he is proof againſt the greateſt 
labours, and nothing can ever ſeparate him from 
the love of Jeſus Chriſt : not the Devil with his 
evil angels, nor the ocean with its tempeſts, nor 
the moſt brutal nations, with all their barbarity. 
And if God ſometimes permits the Devil to put 
impediments in his way, or that the elements 
make war againſt him, he is perſuaded that it is 
for the purification of his ſoul, and the making 
him the more humble. | 

They who fervently deſire to advance God's 


glory, ought to humble then ſelves, and be no- 
thing in their own opinion; being diffident, even 


in the ſmalleſt matters, of their own abilities: to 
the end, that in great occaſions, becoming much 
more diffident of themſelves, thro' a principle of 
chriſtian humility, they may entirely confide in 
God: and this confidence may give them reſolu- 
tion; for he who knows that he is affiſted from 
above, can' never degenerate into weakneſs, I 
conjure you to be humble and patient to all the 
world, For believe me, nothing is to be done 
by haughtineſs and choler, when it cannot be 


accompliſhed by modeſty and mildneſs. 
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Whatever you undertake, will be accepta- 
ble. in the ſight of God, if there appear in your 
conduct a profound humility; and that vou 
commit the care of your reputation into his hands: 
For he himſelf will not be wanting to give you 
both authority and reputation with men, when 
they are needful for you. And when he does it. 
not, tis from his knowledge that you will not 
aſcribe to him that which only can proceed from 
him. I comfort myſelf with thinking, that the 


ins of which you find yourſelves guilty, and with 


which you daily upbraid your own conſciences, 
produce in you an extream horror of windy ar- 
rogance, and a great love of perfection. So that 
human praiſes will become your crofles, and be 
uſeful to admoniſh you of your failings. . 

« Takeheed of yourſelves my deareft brethren ! 
Many miniſters of the goſpel, who have opened 
the way of heaven to other men, are tormented 
gn hell for want of true humility, and for bein 
carried away with a vain opinion of themſelves © 
on the contrary, there is not to be found in hell 
one ſingle ſoul, which was ſincerely humble.” 


%. 


T O thefe maxims of Aavier, it may not be 
unſeaſonable to add further particulars on this 
head, taken from others. | 4j OT; reyes Bob 


| To teach us the leſſon of humility, God de- 
ſcended from heaven to earth, from riches to po- 


yerty ; from eſſential innocence to the diſrepu- 


tation of a ſinner 5 from a maſter to a ſervant, 
from the higheſt glory, to the loweſt obſcurity !. 
And it ſeems, it is a great thing, that in order 
that man ſhould come to have juſt and equal 
thoughts of himſelf, God uſed ſuch powerful arts 
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to tranſmit this leſſon, and engrave it in the ſpi- 
tits of men. And if the receipt fails, we are e- 
ternally loſt in the miſts of vanizy, and enter into 
the condition of thoſe angels, whom pride tranſ- 
formed, into the condition of devils. 

St. Bernard has, among many affection- 
ate and devout conſiderations on this ſubject, the 
following words, When God created man, the 
devil rubbed his leproſy upon him, and he 
would needs be like God too; and ſatan pro- 
miſed him that he ſhould. But man had the 
fate of Gehazi ; he would needs have the ta- 
lent and garments of Lucifer, and he had alſo 
his plague : he loſt paradiſe for his pride. And 
now, what might befit the Son of God to do, 
ſeeing man was loſt, and God fo zealous of 
his honour ? I ſee, ſays he, that by occa- 
ſion of Me, the Father lofes his creatures; for 
they have all aſpired to be like Me, and are 
fallen into the greateſt infelicitizs. Behold, I 
will go towards man, in ſuch a form, that who- 
ſoever from henceforth would become like me, 
ſhall be fo, and be gainer thereby. And for this 
cauſe the Son of God came from heaven, and 
made Himſelf a poor humble perſon, and by all 
the actions of his life, commented upon theſe 
words LEARN oF ME, FOR I AM MEEK 
AND HUMBLE OF HEART.” 

Bleſſed be that mercy and bounty, which thus 
moved almighty God! Now we may be like 
unto God, but it muſt be by humility ;. of which 
He hath given us an example, powerful as 
miracles, and great as our own pride and mi- 
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All the world, all that we are, and all that 


we have, our bodies and our ſouls, our actions 
and our ſufferings, our conditions at home, our 
accidents abroad, our many fins, and our ſel- 
dom virtues, are as ſo many arguments to make 
our ſouls to dwell low in the deep vallies of hu- 
mility. | 
1. Our body is weak and impure, ſending out 
more uncleanneſſes from its ſeveral ſinks than 
could be endured if they were not neceſſary and 
natural : and we are forced to paſs that through 
our mouths, (pardon the indelicacy) which as 
ſoon as we ſee upon the ground, we loath like 
rottenneſs and vomiting. 
2. Our ſtrength is inferior to thas of many 
beaſts, and our infirmities ſo many, that we are 


forced to dreſs and tend horſes and afles, that 


they may help our needs, and relieve our 
wants, 

3- Our beauty is in colour infericr to many 
flowers, and in proportion of parts, it is no bet- 
ter than nothing; for even a dog, hath parts as 
well proportioned and fitted- to his purpoſes and 


the deſigns of his nature, as we have: and when 


It is moſt florid and gay, a few fits of an ague, 
can change it into yellowneſs and leanneſs, and 
the hollowneſs and wrinkles of deformity. 

4. He that is proud of riches, is a fool. For 
if he be exalted above his neighbours becauſe 
be hath more gold, how much inferior is he to a 
gold mine? How much is he to give. place to a 
chain of pearl, or a knot of diamonds ! For cer- 
tainly that lath the greateſt excellence, from 
whence he derives his gallantry and pre-eminence 
over his neighbours, 


E 
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5. If a man be exalted by reaſon of any ex- 
cellence in his ſoul, he may pleaſe to remember, 
that all ſouls are equal; and their differing ope- 
rations are becauſe their inſtruments are in better 
tune, their body is more healthful, or better 
tempered : which is no more praiſe to him, than 
it is that he was born in one place, and not in 
another, I N 

6. Whatſoever difference there is between thee 
and thy neighbour, if it be bad it is thine own, 
and thou haſt no reaſon to boaſt of thy miſery 
and ſhame : if it be good, thou haſt received it 
from God, and then thou art the more obliged to 
pay duty and tribute, uſe and principal to Him ; 
and it were ſtrange folly for a man to be proud of 


IE ie. 


e being more in debt than another. 

t 7. Remember what thou wert before thou wert 

T born: Nothing. What wert thou in the firſt re- 
gions of thy dwelling, before thy birth? Un- 

y cleanneſs, What wert thou for many years af- 


ter? Weakneſs. What in all thy life? A great 
ſinner ? What in all thy excellencies ? A mere 
debtor, to God, to thy parents, to the earth, to 
all creatures. 


THE grace of humility is exerciſed in num- 
berleſs inſtances. The following are a few of 
them, 

1. Think not thyſelf better for any thing that 
happens to thee from without. For although. 
— by gifts beſtowed upon thee, be bet- 
ter than another, as one horſe is better than ano- 
ther, that is, of more uſe to others; yet as thou 
art a man, thou haſt nothing to commend thee 
to thyſelf, but that only by which thou art a man; 
5. that is, by what thou chuſeſt and refuſeſt. 


2. 


* 
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2. Humility conſiſts not in railings or de- 
clamations againſt thyſeif; in wearing mean 
or old cloaths, or doing ſervile or mean employ- 
ments by voluntary undertaking, nor in ſullen 
geſtures, or lowly expreſſions, or going ſoftly ard 
ſubmiſſively. But it conſiſts in a true under- 
ſtanding of our own condition, and a ſeparating 
our own nothing from the good we have received 
and giving to God all the glory ; and taking to 
ourſelves all the ſhame and diſhonour, due to our 
finful condition. 

This act is of greateſt difficulty, to perſons pi- 
ous, full of gifts and eminent graces ; who be- 
ing fellow-workers together with God, are ſome- 
times tacitly and without notice, given to 
confide in themſelves, and with ſome freer 
thought, aſcribe too much of the good action, to 
their own choice and diligence, and take up their 
crowns, which lie at the foot of the throne, and 
ſet them upon their own heads. For a inner to 
deſire to be eſteemed a ſinner, is no more humi- 
lity, than it is for the ſon of a ploughman to con- 
feſs his father: but indeed it is hard for a man 
to be cried up for a faint, to walk as upon the 
ſpire of glory, and at the ſame time to have no 
adherence or impure mixtures of vanity, grow up- 
on the outſide of his heart. Luciter and many 
angels, walking upon the battlements of heaven, 
grew top-heavy, and fell into the ſtate of devils : 
and the father of the chriſtian hermits, St. An- 
thony, was frequently aſſaulted by the devil, and 
ſolicited to vanity ; the devil uſually making phan- 
taſtic noiſes to be heard before him, make room 
for the ſaint and ſervant of God : But the good 
man knew Chriſt's voice to be a low baſe of hu- 
Oy; and that it was the noiſe of hell that 1 _ 

vite 
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vited to complacence and vanity; and therefore 
took the example of the apoſtles ; ; who in the 
midſt of the greateſt reputation and ſpiritual 
advancements, were dead unto the world, and 
ſeemed to live in the ſtate of ſeparation. The 
ſum of this head is, Believe thyſelf an unworthy 


| perſon heartily, as thou believeſt thyſelf to be 


hungry, or poor, or ſick, when thou art ſo. 

3. Whatſoever evil thou ſayeſt of thyſelf, be 
content that others ſhould think to be true. If 
thou calleſt thyſelf fool, be not angry that ano- 
ther ſay ſo of thee. For if thou thinkeſt ſo truly, 
all men in the world defire other men to be "of 
their opinion ; and he is an hypocrite that accules 


- himſelf before others, with an intent not to be 


believed. He that calls himſelf intemperate, 
fooliſh, laſcivious, choleric; and is angry when 
his neighbour calls him ſo, is both a falſe; and a 
proud pexſon. 

4. Love to be concealed, and little eſteemed : 
be,content to want praiſe, never being troubled 
When thou art ſlighted or undervalued ; for thou 
canſt not undervalue thyſelf; and if thou thinkeſt 
ſo meanly of thyſelf, as there is reaſon, no con- 
tempt will ſeem unreaſonable, and therefore it 
will be very tolerable. He that truly diſeſteems 
himſelf, is content that others ſhould do ſo too: 
but he who with regret and impatience, hears 
himſelf ſcorned and undervalued, hath not ac- 
quired the grace of humility. He that enquires 
into the faults of his own action, requiring them 
that ſaw it, to tell him in what he did amiſs (not 
to learn the fault, but to engage them to praiſe, 
it) cozens himſelf into pride, and makes his hu- 
mility the inſtrument. And a man would be 
aſhamed if he were told that he uſed ſtratagems 
13 for 
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for praiſe: but ſo glorious a thing is humility, 
that pride, to hide her own ſhame, puts on the 
other's vizor ; it being more to a proud man's 
purpoſe, to ſeem humble than to be ſo. Humility 
neither directly nor by conſequence, ſeeks for 
praiſe, and ſuffers it not to reit upon its own 
pavement, but reflects it all upon God, and re- 
ceives all leſſenings, and inſtruments of affronts 
and diſgrace; that mingle not with fin or unde- 
cencies, more willingly than panegyricks. 

When others have their dcfires, thou not 
thine ; the ſayings of another are eſteemed, thine 
lighted ; others aik and obtain, thou intreateſt 
and art refuſed ; they are cried up, thou diſgraced 
and hiſſed at; and while they are employed, thou 
art laid by, as fit for nothing: Or, an unworthy * 
perſon commands thee, and rules thee like a 
tyrant ; he reproves thee, ſuſpects thee, reviles 
| thee. Canſt thou bear this ſweetly, and enter- 
tain the uſage as thy juſt portion, and as an acci- 
dent moſt fit and proper for thy perſon and con- 
dition ? Doſt thou not raiſe theatres to thyſelf, 
and take delight in the conceits of thy own 
good opinion, and the flatteries of ſuch, whom 
thou endeareſt to thee, that their praiſing thee 
ſhould heal the wounds of thine honour, by an 
imaginary and phantaſtick reſiitution ? He that 
is not content and patient in affronts, hath not 
yet learned humility of the holy JE sus. This 
Rep of humility, uſes in very holy perſons, to be 
enlarged to a delight in affronts and diſreputation 
in the world: Now I begin to be Chriſt's diſciple, 
ſaid Ignatius the martyr, when in his journey to 

Rome, he ſuffered perpetual revilings and abuſe. 
5. Never be aſhamed of thy birth, or parents, 
or thy preſent employment, for the meanneſs or 
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poverty of any of them. Speak as readily and 
indifferently of thy. meanneſs as of thy greatneſs, 
Primiſlaus, the firſt” king of Bohemia, kept his 
country ſhoes always by him, to remember from 
whence he was raiſed : and Agathocles, by the 
furniture of his table, confefled, that from 2 
Potter he was raiſed to be king of Sicily. 

6. When thou haſt ſaid or done any thing for 
which thou receivelt praiſe or eſtimation, take it 
indifferently, and return it to God. Make no 
other ule of it than to give God thanks for mak- 
ing thee an inſtrument of his glory, for the be- 
nefit of others. If you deſerve cammendation, 
let your good name be nuiſed abroad ;-and ne- 
ver be brought home to look upon it. Let thy 
face like /Jo/es ſhine to others; but make no 
looking-glafles for thyſelf. 

7. Entertain no fancies of vanity and private 
whiſpers of the devil of pride: ſuch as was that 
of Nebuchadnezzar —— Is not this great Babylon 
which I have built for the honsur of my name, and 
the might of my majeſty, and the power of my king- 

dom? Some phantaſtic ſpirits will walk alone, 
and dream waking of greatneſſes of palaces, of 

excellent orations, full theatres, loud praiſes ; 

and ſo will ſpend an hour with imaginative plea- 

ſure ; all their employments being nothing but 
fumes ot pride: All which, is either an ill mo- 

ther or an ill daughter, an ill fign or an ill effect; 

and therefore at no hand conſiſting with the 

ſafety and intereſts of humility. | 

8. Never compare thyſelf with others, unleſs 

it be to advance them and to depreſs thyſelf. To 
which purpoſe, we muſt be ſure in ſome ſenſe or 
other, to think ourſelves the worſt in every com- 
pany where we come: One is more learned than 
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J am, another is more prudent, a third more 
honourable, a fourth more chaſt, or he is more 
charitable or leſs proud. But this rule 1s to be 
uſed with this caution, that though it be good 
always to think meaneſt of ourſelyes, yet it is 


but ſeldom ſafe to ſpeak of it; becauſe thoſe cir- 


cumſtances and conſiderations which determine 
thy thoughts are not known to others as to 
thyſelf : and it may concern others, that they 
hear thee give God thanks for the graces he hath 
given thee, But if thou preſerveſt thy thoughts 
and opinions of thyſelf truly humble, thou mayeſt 
with more fafety give God thanks in public for 
the good which cannot, or ought not to be con- 
cealed. 

. Be not always ready to excuſe every over- 
ſig he or indiſcretion, or ill action: but if thou 
haſt been guilty of it, confeſs it plainly ; for vir- 
tue ſcorns a lye for its cover ; but to hide a fin 
with it, is like a cruſt of leproſy drawn over an 
ulcer. If thou beeſt not guilty (unleſs it be ſcan- 
dalous) be not over earneſt to remove it, but ra- 
ther chuſe it as an argument againſt all vain conceit 

of thyſelf. Accuſtom thyſelf to bear cenſure, and 
the harſh words of an enemy patiently and con- 
tentedly ; always remembring that the anger of 
an enemy is a better monitor, and repreſents 
our faults, or admoniſhes us of our duty, with 
more heartineſs, than the kindneſs does, or pre- 
cious balm of a friend. 

10, Drive away all flatterers from thy com- 
pany, and at no hand endure them ; for he that 


endures himſelf to be abuſed by another, is not 


only a fool for entertaining the mockery, but loves 


to have his own opinion of himſelf to be heighten- 
ed and cheriſhed, 
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11. Remember that Humility, and Charity, 

and Sufferings, are to chriſtianity, as the Body and 
the Soul and the Spirit are to the whole man. And 
let this divine ſentence never depart from thy mind, 
that Gop RESISTETH THE PROUD, BUT GI- 
VETH GRACE TO THE HUMBLE :. grace and 
pardon, remedy. and relief againſt miſery and 
oppreffion, content in all conditions, tranquillity 
of ſpirit, patience in afflictions, love abroad, peace 
at home, and utter freedom from contention 
and the ſin of cenſuring. others, and the trouble 
of being cenſured themſelves. 
_ Laſtly: If we need any new incentives to the 
practice of this grace, let us never forget, that 
the bleſſed Saviour of the world, hath done more 
to preſcribe, and tranſmit, and ſecure this grace 
than any other; his whole life being a great and 
continued example of humility; a vaſt deſcent 
from the glorious boſom of his Father, to the 
womb' of a poor maiden, to the form of a ſervant, 
to the miſeries of a ſinner, to a life of labour, to 
a ſtate of poverty, to a death of malefactors, to 
the grave of death; He waſhed the feet of his 
diſciples, and even Judas himſelf, that this action 
might be turned into a fermon to preach this duty, 
and to make it eternal as his own ſtory | 5 

After the uſe of theſe, and ſuch like inſtru- 
ments and conſiderations, if we would try how 
our ſouls are grown, we may know that HumI- 
LITY, like the root of a goodly tree, is thruſt 
very far into the ground, by tfie godly fruits 
which appear above-ground. 


Signs of Humility. : 
1. THE humble man truſts not to his own 


diſcretion, but in matters of concernment, relies 
| rather 


* 
WE 
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rather upon the judgment of his friends, coun- 
ſellors, or ſpiritual guides. 2. He does not ob- 
ſtinately purſue the choice of his own will, but 
in all things, lets God chuſe for him, and his ſu- 
periors in thoſe things, which concern them. 3. 
He does not murmur againſt commands. 4. He 
is not inquiſitive into the reaſonableneſs of indiffe- 


rent and innocent commands; but believes their 
command to be reaſon enough in ſuch caſes, o 


exact his obedience. He lives according to rul 
and with compliance to public cuſtoms, without 
any affectation to ſingularity. 6. He is meck 
and indifferent in all accidents and chances, 7. 
He patiently bears injuries. 8. He 1s never over 
ſatisfied with his own conduct, reſolutions and 
counſels, 9. He is a great lover of -good men, 
and a praiſer of wiſe men, and a cepſurer of no 
5 man. 10. He is modeſt in his ſpetch, and re- 
ſerved in his laughter. 11. He fears when he 
hears himſelf commended, leſt God fhould make 
another judgment concerning his actions than 
men do. 12. He gives no pert or ſaucy an- 
ſwer when he is reproved, whether juſtly or un- 
juſtly. 13. He loves to fit down in private, and 
if he may, he refufes the temptation 'of offices 
and new honours. 14. He is ingenuous, free, and 
| open in his actions and diſcourſes. 15. He 
7 mends his fault, and gives thanks when he is ad- 
moniſhed. 16. He is ready to do good offices to 
the murtherers of his fame, to-ms flanderers, back - 
biters and detrMters, as Chriſt waſhed the. feet 
of Judas. 17, And is contented to be ſuſpected 
of indiſcretion, ſo before God he may be really 
innocent, and not offenſive to his neighbour, nor 
wanting to juſt and prudent intereſts, | 
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Some of Xavier's Inſtructions to Miſſionaries, Sub- 
flitutes and others. 


T was ufual with him ( beſide verbal in- 
ſtructions) to write down for new miſſiona- 
ries, rectors of colleges, and ſometimes for pri- 


vate perſons, ſuch particular rules as he judged | 


neceſſary for the proper diſcharge of their parti- 
cular office: and this he did according to what 
he and his brethren had propoſed to themſelves, 
viz. to have no other deſign, and to do nothing, 
ſave only ad majorem Dei gloriam; to God's 
greater honour, Thoſe inſtructions were from time 
to time, very ample. A few only of them are 
here (et down. 

Before his departure for Japan he preſcribed, 
among others, the following rules for two newly 
inſtituted rectors of the ſeminary at Goa. To 
one of them whoſe name was Paul, he ſaid, 

I adjure you, by the deſire you have to pleaſe 
our Lord, to treat G z, and all the fathers 
and brothers who are in the Indies, with much 
mildneſs ; not ordering them to do any thing with- 
out mature deliberation, and if modeſt terms, 
without any thing of haughtineſs or violence. I 
pray you to live ſo well with A. Gomez (his col- 


league) that the leaſt appearance of mi{underſtand- 


ing betwixt you may be avoided ; nay, and 


even the leaſt coldneſs : but on the contrary, that 


you 
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you may be always ſcen in a holy union, and 
con'piring with all your ſtrength, to the common 
welfare of ſouls. 

e As for thoie letters which you mall write 
from time to time to tue unweaticd labourers, 
who bear the heat and burthen of the day, be- 
ware there be nothing of ſharpneſs or dryneſs in 
.them ; rather be careful of every line, that even 
every word breathe nothing but tenderneſs and 
ſweetneſs. 

„ Whatſoever they ſhall require of you for 
their diet, their cloathing, for their preſervation 
of health, or towards the recovery of it, furniſh 
them liberally and ſpeedily. For it is reaſon— 
able you thould have compaſſion on them who 
labour inceſſantly, and without any human con- 
ſolation. They ought to be refreſhed, left they 
fink undef the burthen of the croſs. Do then in 
ſuch manner, that they may not aſk you twice 
for neceſſaries. They are in the battle; you are 
in the camp: and for my own part, I find thoſe 
duties of charity fo juſt, ſo indiſpenſable, that I 
am bold to adjure you in the name of God, that 
you would perform your duties with all exactnels, 
with all diligence, and with all ſatisfaction 1 ima- 
ginable.“ 

To one Gaſper Barzeus, whom he font as a 
polſpel- -labourer to Ormuz, he gave in writing, 
arge and particular inſtructions. A few of them 
are as follows, 

. Above Al things have a care of perfecting 
yourſeif, and of diſcharging faithfully what you 
owe to God, and your own conſcience. For by 
this means you will become moſt capable of ſerv- 
ing your neighbour, and of gaining fouls. Take 
pleaſure in the molt abject employments of your mi- 
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niſtry ; that by exereiſing them you may acquire 
humility, and daily advance in that virtue. Give 
yourſelf the trouble of hearing the children and 
flaves : repeat word by word, thoſe prayers which 
they ought to have by heart ; and lay not on 
any other perſon an employment ſo little oſten- 
tatious. They who behold you thus exerciſed, 
will be edified by your modeſty. And, as modeſt 
perſons eaſily attract the eſteem of others, they 
will the more readily judge you proper to inſtruct 
romp {on in the myſteries of the chriſtian re- 
igion. 

% You ſhall frequently viſit the poor in the 
hoſpitals, and from time to time, exhort them to 
confeſs their offences to God, and to communi- 
cate; giving them to ungerſtand, that the for- 
mer is the remedy for paſt ſins, and the Jatter a 
preſervative againſt relapſes. That both tend to 
deſtroy the miſeries of which they complain, by 
reaſon that the ills they ſuffer, are only the pu- 
niſhment of their offences. Procure for their 
bodies all the relief within your power. You 
will in the mean time find it needful, to at- 
tend with diligence, in order well to diſtinguiſh 
between the truly indigent, and thoſe who are 
but counterfeits; that you may not expoſe your- 
ſelf to be deceived by thoſe wicked men, who affect 
an air of innocence and poverty. 

« You ſhall gain all the leiſure you can for. 
thoſe functions which are yours in a more eſpecial 
manner, which are devoted to the converſion of 
ſouls. Uſe all poſſible diligence and precaution, 
to prevent the cenſures and ſuſpicions of a fort 
of people who interpret all things in the worſt 
meaning, and are even glad to find occaſion a- 


* 
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gainſt the ſervants of God, even where there is 
no juſt occaſion. 

Conduct yourſelf in ſuch a manner with worldly 
perſons, with whom you have any familiarity or 
friendſhip, as if you thought they might one day 
become your enemies, By this management of 
yourſelf, you will neither do nor ſay any thing 
of which you may have reaſon to repent, and 
with which they may upbraid you in their paſ- 
ſion. We are obliged to theſe precautions, by 
the ſons of a corrupt generation, who are con- 
tinually looking on the children of light with 
miſtruſtful and malignant eyes. 

* You are not to have leſs circumſpeRion, in 
what relates to your ſpiritual advancement ; and 
aſſure yourſelf, you ſhall make a great progreſs 
ip contemning ef yourſelf, and in union with 
God, if you regulate all your words and actions 
by prudence, The particular examination of 
your . conſcience, will aſſiſt you much in this. 
Fail not of doing it twice a day, or once at 
leaſt, whatſoever buſineſs you have upon , Four 
hands. 


« PREACH to the people the moſt frequently 
you can ; for preaching is an univerſal good ; 
and among all evangelical employments, there 
is none more profitable. Take for the ſub- 
je& of your ſermons, clear and unqueſtionable 
truths, which tend of themſelves to the regula- 
tion of manners. Set forth the enormity of ſin, 
by repreſenting and glorifying that infinite mercy, 
which is offered to the ſinner. Imprint on ſouls, 
a lively horror of that ſentence, which ſhall be 
thundred out againſt the impenitent at the Jaſt 
judgment. Repreſent with all the colours of 

your 
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your eloquence, thoſe prong which the damned 


are eternally to ſuffer ! In fine, threaten with 


death, and that with ſudden death, thoſe who 
neglect their ſalvation, and who having their 
conſcience loaded with many ſins, yet ſleep on in 
ſecuriky, as if they had no cauſe to fear. 

Tou are to mingle with all theſe nfs 
rations, that of the croſs, and the death of the 
Saviour of mankind ; repreſenting Him as ſcourg- 


ed to blood! nailed to the wood, and expiring 


in the ſinner's place! Yea, with his open wounds! 
pouring forth healing ſtreams of blood and wa- 
ter, that thereby we may be waſhed and made 


clean] You are to do this in a moving, patheti- 


cal manner, by thoſe figures which are proper 
to excite ſuch motions, as cauſe in our hearts 
a deep ſorrow for our fins, in che preſence of an 
offended God! This is the idea which I wiſh you 


would propoſe to yourſelf for preaching pro- 
fitably.“ 


Still teach the goſpel rather than the law : 

By fweet conſtraint your auditories draw : 

For fear, but frightens minds; "while live, like heat, 

Exhales the ſoul ſublime, to ſeek her native ſeat, 

To threats, the ſtubborn ſiuner gt is hard; 

l rapt in his crimes, againſt the ſtorm prepar d. 

But when the milder bia us of mercy play, 

He melts, and throws his cumb'rous cl:ak away ! 
Lightnins and thunder (beav'ns artillery) 

As harbingers before th Almighty fly : 

Theſe tu! proclaim his ſtyle, and diſappear ; 

The ſtiller ſound ſucceeds ; and GOD is there: / 


«© As to private reproving of ald, you 
w in need much Ws _and at the ſame time 


much 


— o : 
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much diſcretion, There are a fort of people, who, 
are commonly proud and nice in hearing, who 
inſtead/of mending by public admonitions, be- 
come furious like bulls, who are pricked for- 
ward by a goad. Before you take upon you to 
give ſuch, private admonition, endeavour to get 
into their acquaintance and familiarity, Make 
your admonitions either more gentle, or more 
| ſtrong, according as you have more or leſs acceſs 
to them. But always moderate the rougheſt part 
of your reproof, with a becoming carriage, and 
ſweetneſs of addreſs ; by the civiliiy of good man- 
ners in your words, and a fincere diſcovery, that 
all you do, is the effect of the kindneſs you have 
for them. It is good allo in many caſes to add 
(though without the leaſt meanneſs or ſervility) 
reſpectful ſubmiſſion to the pleaſingneſs of your 
diſcourſe, with tender embraces, and all the 
marks of that condeſcenſion and good-will, you 
have for the perſon of him, whom you thus cor» | 
rect. For if a rigid countenance, and harſh lan- 
guage ſhould accompany reproof, which of it- 
ſelf is hard of digeſtion, and bitter to the taſte, 
it is not to be doubted but men accuſtomed to 
flatteries, will not endure it. And there is rea- 


ſon to apprehend, that a burſt of rage againſt 


the reprover, will be all the fruit of the repri- 
mand, | 

« As to your treatment of enormous ſinners, 
who being ſorely touched with remorſe and 
ſhame, to a degree of the utmoſt confuſion, you 
will need all the prudence of an apoſtle, In ſuch 
caſes, it may be neceſſary for you ſometimes to 
diſcover to them, for their encouragement to 
bope in the divine mercy, in general the frailties 
of your own lives. For what can a true and fer- 
x yent 
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vent charity refuſe, for the ſafety of thoſe ſouls, 
who have been redeemed by the blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt! But to underſtand, when this is proper 
to be done, how far to proceed, and with what 
precautions, i; what the interior ſpirit, and your 
own experience mult teach you, in thoſe particular 
conjunctures.. 

« You ſhall employ in the converſion of in- 
fidels, all the time you have free from your ordi- 
nary labours, which indifpenſably regard chriſti- 
ans. Always prefer boſe employments which 
are of a larger extent, to thoſe which are more 
narrowly confined. According to that rule, you 
ſhall never omit a ſermon in public, for any pri- 
vate aſſiſtance to a ſoul. An hour before your 
daily public catechifing, I recommend to you, 
or your companion, to go to the places of moſt 
concourſe in the town, and invite all men with 
a loud voice, to come and hear the expoſition of 
the chriſtian doctrine. N 

In the letters which you ſhall ſend from 
time to time, of the ſucceſs of your labours, and 
the methods you purſue for the converſion of 
ſouls, ſee that you let nothing flip into thoſe ac- 
counts, which may reaſonably give offence to any 
man; nothing that may ſeem improbable ; no- 
thing which may not edify the reader, and 
give him occaſion to magnify the name of God. 

* Speak always with civility and mildneſs, 
even in your reproofs, as have been already told 
you; and when you reprove any one, do it with 
ſo much charity, that it may be evident, the fault 
diſpleaſes you, and not the perſon. To ſuch 
ſinners as cannot, as they ſay, ſo conquer them- 
ſelves, as to put away the occaſion of their ſin; 
or it may be to make reſtitution of thoſe goods 

M 3 which 
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which they have gotten unlawfully, and detain 
unjuſtly, from other men. After you have en- 
deared yourſelf to them, by familiar acquaintance, 
adviſe them to ſay that to their own hearts, which 
they would ſay to a friend, on like occaſion; 
and oblige them, as it. were for the exerciſe of 
their parts, to deviſe ſuch arguments, as con- 
demn their own actions in the perſon of another.“ 

* Whoever forms young people to a religious 
life, ought to leave nothing untried, to bring 
them to a free and candid diſcovery of their evil 
inclinations, and the ſuggeſtions of the devil, at 
the ſame moment, if poſſible, when they are 
tempted : for without this they will never be able 
to diſintangle themſelves from the ſnares of the 
tempter ; never will they arrive to a religious 
perfection. On the contrary, thoſe firſt ſeeds of 
evil, being brooded over and nouriſhed, as I may 
ſay, by ſilence, will inſenſibly produce moſt la- 
mentable effects; even ſo far, till they begin to 
grow weary of all regularity; to nauſeate it, 
and at length, throw off the yoke of Chriſt, and 
replunge themſelves into the PI of the 
world. 

„Before you treat with any one concerning 
his ſpiritual affairs, «endeavour to underſtand how 
his ſoul ſtands affected. Whether it be calm, or 
toſſed with any violent paſſion ; whether it be 
ready to follow the right way, when it ſhall be 
ſhewn to him, or whether he wanders from it of 
ſet purpoſe. Whether it be the tempter, or the 


* This laſt direction and the next paragraph 
were peculiarly deſigned for the youth of their 
colleges, 
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biaſsof his own inclination, which ſeduces him 
to evil; whether he be docile and diſpoſed to 
hear 2ood counſel, or of that untraQtable humour, 
on which no hold is to be faſtened. It will be- 
hove you to vary your diſcourſe according to thoſe 


ſeveral diſpoſitions. But though more circum- 
ſpection is to be taken with hardened fouls, and 


difficult of acceſs, you are never to Adel the 
diſeaſe, nor ſay any thing to them, which may 
weaken the virtue of the remedy and hinder the 
effect. 

Endeavour to get a thorough knowledge of 
the world, and of men; and in order thereto, you 


are not to take leſs pains, than formerly you have 


done in learning philoſophy and divinity. This 
ſcience is not to be learned from ancient ma- 
nuſcripts, nor printed books; it is in living 
books, and the converſation of knowing men, 
that you muſt ſtudy it. With it you ſhall do 
more good, than if you dealt amongſt the peo- 
ple in preaching, all the arguments of the doctors, 
and all the ſubtilty of the ſchools. 

In your ſermons affect not to make a ſhew 
of much learning, or of 'a happy memory, by 
citing many paſſages of ancient authors: ſome 
few are neceſſary, but let them be choſen and 
fitted to the purpoſe. Employ the beft part of 
your ſermons in a lively deſcription of the in- 
teriour ſtate of worldly fouls. Set before their 
eyes, and let them. ſee as in a glaſs their own 
diſquiets, their little cunnings, their trifling pro- 


jects, and their vain hopes. Shew them more- 


over, the unhappy iſſue of their defigns. You 
ſhall diſcover to them the ſnares which are laid 
for them by the evil ſpirit, and inſtruct them in 
the means of ſhunning them, You ſhall plainly 

de- 
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declare, that if they ſuffer themſelves to be ſur- 
priſed by them, they are to expect the worſt that 
can happen to them; and by this you ſhall gain 
their attention: for a man never fails of an attentive 
audience, when the intereſt of the hearer is the 
ſubject of the diſcourſe. Thoſe things which are 
above the level of the world, only make a noiſe, and 
ſignify nothing. It is neceſſary to repreſent men 
to themſelves, if you will gain them. Put in or- 
der well to expreſs what paſtes in the bottom of 
their hearts, you muſt firſt underſtand them well; 
and in order to that, you muſt know their con- 
verſation: you muſt watch them narrowly, and 
fathom all their depths. Study then thoſe living 
books, and afſure yourſelf, that you ſhall draw 
out of them the means of turning ſinners from the 
error of their ways. On'the whole, you will 
come to ſee, that the duty of a preacher, is. to 
ſound the bottom of human hearts, to have an 
excellent knowledge of the world, to make a 
faithful picture of man, and ſet it in a true light, 
that every one may know it. for his own. 

“In fine, I recommend you to yourſelf; and 
that in particular, you never forget that you are 
a member of Jeſus ! In the conjunctures of af- 
fairs, experience will beſt inſtruct you, what will 
be moſt for God's ſervice ; for there is no better 
maſter than practice and obſervation in matters 
of prudence. Remember me always in your 
prayers, and deſire of thoſe who are under your 
direction, to recommend me in theirs, to the 
common Maſter whom we ſerve. May it pleaſe 
the Lord to go along with you, to conduct you 
on your voyage, and at the ſame time, to continue 
here with us.“ Tt 
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To another he gave the following inſtructions... 
„Always treat thoſe with whom you are con- 
cerned, with mildneſs and reſpect. Let not the 
leaſt roughneſs, or haughty carriage appear in 
you, unleſs your moderation and humility ſhould 
be turned into contempt : for on ſuch occaſions, 
| having nothing in your intentions but the good 
of your inferiours, and not making the contempt 
of your authority the object of your vengeance, 
you are to make the guilty ſomewhat ſenſible of 
your power. Nothing more encourages the un- 
tractable and haughty to rebellion, than the ſoft- 
neſs and fearful ſpirit of a governour. And it is 
not credible how aſſuming, proud, and peremptory 
à certain ſort of people will grow, when once 
they find the reins are ſlackened, and that their 
puſillanimous ſuperior, is afraid of puniſhing their 
want of due reſpect. Impunity hardens them in 
their inſolence; or rather it makes them more 
and more audacious ; which diſturbs the peace of 
religious bodies, Let therefore no conſideration, 
no regard of perſon, or any other thing, hinder 
you from the performance of your duty. 

In the viſits which are made you, endea- 
vour to find out the bottom and end of their de- 
ſign who come to ſee you. For ſome there are 
the leaſt part of whoſe buſineſs, is to be aide 
in ſpirituals ; 'tis only temporal intereſt which 
brings them to you. There will even be ſome, 
who will come to make known the ſtate of their 
ſoul, on no other motive, than to acquaint you 
with the neceſſities of their families. The beſt 
counſel I can give you, is to ſtand upon your 
guard with ſuch : and to be rid of them, let them 
know, from the very firſt, that you can neither 
furhith them with money, nor procure them any 
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favour from other men. Be warned to have as 
little diſcourſe with this ſort of people as poſſibly 
you can: for moſt commonly they are great 
talkers, and if you trouble yourſelf with giving 
them the hearing, you are almoſt certain to loſe 
your time. For what remains, diſquiet not 


yourſelf with what they think or ſay of you. Let 


them murmur on : You are to ſhew no degree 
of irreſolution, as tho* you wavered betwixt the 
world and Chriſt. Remember that you cannot 
covet popular approbation, without betraying your 
miniſtry, or becoming a deſerter of your ſacred 
colours, in going back from that evangelical per- 


fection, which you are obliged to follow with an 


unrelenting ardour. ? 


Before his Departure to Japan, he left in 


writing the following Rules for a young Gentle- 
man, whoſe name was Juan Brava. This young 
man, by his noble birth and valour, might have 
expected to raiſe his fortunes in the world : but 
he preferred the humility of the crols, to all earthly 
expectations. 

« See here my dear brother, ſays Xavier, 
© the form of life which you are conſtantly to 
* practiſe every day. In the morning, as ſoon 
as you are awakened, prepare yourſelf to me- 
** ditate on ſome myſtery of our Lord, beginning 
* from his holy nativity, and continuing to his 
* glorious aſcenſion. Conſider every day one 
© myſtery, in ſuch manner, that if, for exam- 
ple, on Monday, the birth of our Saviour was 
the ſubject of your meditation, that of his 
** circumciſion ſhould be for Tueſday ; and ſo in 


„ courſe, till in a months time, having run 
through all the actions of Jeſus Chi 


* come to contemplate him aſcending in 


* 
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ven in triumph ! You are every month to be- 
gin theſe meditations again, in the fame order, 
„ Aſter dinner; you thall reſume your morn- 
ing prayer, and reflect on the fame myſtery half 
an hour. You are to employ yourſelf in this 
manner interiourly through all the variety of 
your outward buſineſs; giving an hour in 
every day, to the conſideration of the moſt holy 
life of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in whatſoever 
affair, or in whatſoever incumbrance you are 
engaged, 

« Before you lie down at night, examine 
well your conſcience, in calling over your 
thoughts, words, and actions of all the day; 
and even obſerving, if you have not failed of 
doing ſomething, which it was your duty to 
have done. Let this diſcuſſion be as exact as 
if you was juſt ready to give the moſt {trict and 
juſt account of yourſelf. After you have con- 
ceived a moſt lively ſorrow for your faults, 
by the motive of God's love, you ſhall humbly 
aſk pardon of Jeſus Chriſt, and vow ameng- 
ment to him. In fine, you ſhall ſo diſpoſe 
yourſelf to reſt, that your ſleep may come up- 
on you in thoughts of piety, and in reſolutions 
of paſſing the next day in greater holineſs. 
On the morrow, at your waking, think on 


the fins which you obſerved in the examination 


of your conſcience the night before; and while 
you are putting on your cloaths, aſk the 
aſſiſtance of God's grace, that you may not 
that day relapſe into your yeſterday's offences. 
Then perform your morning's meditation, and 


« proceed thro' your whole day's exerciſe as has 


cc 


been ordered befcr:, But ſee that you are fo 
| | „ pun- 


144 | The L. I FE of ' 


cc 
40 


6. 


40 
40 
4c 
40 


3 


40 
cc 
(c 
40 
40 
40 
66 


0 
cc 
cc 
©. 
cc 
cc 
«c 


but ſickneſs prevent you.“ 


punctual, and ſo exact herein, that nothing 


„For what remains, whatſoever you do, or 
in what ſoe ver condition of ſpirit y ou may be, la- 
bour with all your power, ſtill to overcome your- 
ſelf. Subdue your paſſions; embrace what is moſt 
contrary to your ſenſes. Repreſs all natural de- 


fire of glory moſt eſpecially ; and ſpare not 


yourſelf in that particular, till you have torn 
out of your heart the very roots of pride : 
not only /ffering yourſelf to be debaſed be- 
neath all men, but being glad to be deſpiſed, 
For, hold this for certain, that without this 
humility and mortification, you can neither 
advance in virtue, nor ſerve your neighbour as 
you-ought, nor be acceptable to God. | 
„ Obey in all things the ſuperior with whom 
you live; and however diſpleaſing, or difficult 
the things may be, which he commands you, 
perform them with much chearfulneſs; never op- 
poſing his orders, nor making any exception 
on your part, on any account whatſoever, 
With whatſoever temptations you ſhall find. 
yourſelf affaulted, diſcover them ſincerely to 


®* Theſe, and ſuch like inſtructions, which re- 


late to practical piety, and the giving oneſelf wholly to 
theſe things, ſhould not be thought to invalidate, much 
leſs ſupercede, the doctrine of saLvaTION BY GRACE; 
that vr by works if righteouſneſs, which we can do, but 
according to his mercy, he ſaveth us, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Saviour. Both the one and the other, has 


its proper and neceſſary place in the doctrine which 
is according to godlineſs. | | 


him 
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cc him who governs you; 5 A and remain perſuaded, 
6 that this is the only means of ſubduing them. Be- 
6e fide this advantage, there accrue. other ſpiritual 
profits, in making known the ſecret motions 
« of your heart. For the violence which you 
&« do to yourſelf, to ſurmount that natural ſhame- 
« facedneſs, which hinders. you from acknow- 
e ledging your imperfections and frailties, draws 

„ down the grace of God upon you. And on 
& the other f de, this overture and frankneſs of 
heart, ruins the deſigns of the evil ſpirit, who 
& can never do miſchief, but when he is in dif- 
„ guiſe: but when once diſcovered, is ſo far 

9. « diſarmed, that they for whom he lies in am- 
„ buſh, may triumph over him, 
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of bis Submiſſion to God's good Plaſurt. 


HE humility and ſpiritual orudetice of Aa- 


vier, were the principle of a perfect ſub- 
miſſion to the will of God. He never undertook 


any thing without conſulting Him before-hand ; 
and the divine decrees were his only rule. 


„I have made continual prayer, ſays he, 
ſpeaking of his voyage to Macaſſer, to know” 
what heaven requires of me. For I was firmly 
reſolved, not to be wanting on my part, to, ful - 
fil the will of God, whenſoeyer it ſhould be made 
known to me, He commands us to be always in 
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readineſs to obey Him at the firſt ſignal; and it 
becomes us, as * in this world, to be al- 
ways prepared to follow the voice of our con- 
ductor. We are like travellers, not fixed to any 
country through which we paſs. It is our duty 
to be prepared to fly from one region to another, 
or rather into oppoſite regions, where the voice 
of heaven ſhall pleaſe to call us. Ea, and Weſt, 
North and South, are all indifferent to me, pro- 
vided I might have but an opportunity of ad- 
vancing the glory of our Lord.” 

He fays elſewhere, I could wiſh that you 
had ever in your mind this meditation, that a 
ready and obedient will, which is intirely devoted 
to God's ſervice, is a more pleaſing ſacrifice to 
the Divine Majeſty, than all the pomp and glitter 
of our noiſy actions, without that interior diſpo- 
ſition.“ 

Being thoroughly convinced, that the perfecti- 
on of the creature, conſiſts in willing nothing hut 
the will of the Creator; he ſpoke ineeflantly of 
God's good pleaſure; and concluded almoſt all 
his letters, with his deſire of knowing, and ful- 
filling it. He ſacrificed all to that principle; e- 
ven his ardent wiſhes to die for Jeſus, by the 
hands of the Barbarians. For tho' he breathed 
after martyrdom; he well underſtood that the 
tender of our life, is not acceptable to God, when 
he requires it not; and he was more fearful of 
diſpleaſing Him, than deſitous of being a martyr 
for Him: So that he died ſatisfied, when he 
died in a poor cabbin, of a natursl death; though 
he was at: that very time, on the point of carry- 
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it may be therefore ſaid, that he ſacriſiced, not 
only his own glory, but even that of Jeſus Chriſt, 
to the good pleaſure of God almighty. wy 
His ſubmiſſion to the will of God, was the 
true ground of that ready obedience and ſubmiſſi- 
on, in regard to his ſuperiors, which were fo 
eminently obſervable in Xavier. He had for 
1 6, his ſpiritual father, and ſuperior of their 
order, a veneration and reverence mixed with 
tenderneſs, which ſurpaſs imagination. © I con- 
jure you, ſaid Aavier to him, in a letter from India, 
to ſend hither ſome holy man, whoſe fervour may 
excite our lazy faintneſs. I hope you will not 
be. wanting to ſupply us with the means of awak- 
ening our languiſhing and drowſy virtue, and of 
inſpiring us with the love of true perfection. | 
- «© You will do a charitable work, ſaid he to 
him in another letter, in writing to me a letter 
full of ſpiritual inſtructions, as a legacy be- 
queathed to one, who is the leaft of all your 
children, at the fartheſt diſtance from you, and 
. as it were, baniſhed from your prelence ; 
by which I may partake ſome of thoſe a- 
bundant treaſures which God has beſtowed upon 
you. I conjure.you, ſays he, elſewhere, by the 
love of Jeſus Chriſt, to give me the method which 
I ought to keep, in admitting thoſe who are to 
be members of our community, and write to me 
at large, conſidering the ſmallneſs of my talent, 
which is well known to you. For, if you give 
me not your aſſiſtance, the poor ability which I 
have in theſe matters, will be the occaſion of my 
r many opportunities for the increaſe of God's 
glory. 5 | 


— 
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« Your charity, he ſays in another letter to 
1, tells me, that you have an earneſt de- 
ſire to ſee me once again in this preſent life. 
God who looks into the bottom of my heart, can 
tell, how ſenſibly that mark of your friendſhip 
has touched me ! Truly, whenever that ex- 
preſſion of yours, returns to my remembranee, 
and it frequently returns, the tears come drop- 
ping from my eyes, and I cannot refrain them 
while I revolve that happy thought, that once, 
yet once again, it may be given me to embrace 
you, I confeſs it appears difficult to compaſs m 
defires, but all things are poſſible to holy obe- 
"Uience. 

A few of his maxims on obedience are as 

follows, | 

« There is nothing more, certain, nor leſs 
ſubject to miſtake, than to be always willing to 
obey: On the contrary, it is dangerous to live 
in complaiſance to our own will. 

The devil by his malicious ſuggeſtions, tempts 
the greateſt part of thoſe who have devoted them- 
ſelves to God's ſervice. What makes you there? 
he ſecretly whiſpers. Hou can you bear this? 
See you not that you do but loſe your labour? Reſiſt 
that thought, with all your ſtrength : for it is 
capable, not only of hindering you in the way 
of perfection, but alſo of ſeducing you from it. 
And let every one of us perſuade ourſelves, that 
we cannot better ſerve our Lord, than in that 
place, where his providence, by our ſupetior 
places us. Be alſo ſatisfied, he adds, that when 
the time of God is come, He will diſpoſe your 
ſuperiors to ſend you to ſuch places, where your 
labours ſhall abundantly ſucceed. In the mean 

time 
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time, you ſhall poſſeſs your ſouls in peace. By this 


means, you will well employ your precious time, 
(tho? too many do not underſtand its value,) and 
make great proficiency in virtue. It is far otherwi'e 
with thoſe reſtleſs ſouls, who do no good in thoſe 
places where they wiſh to be, becaule they are 
not there; and are unprofitable both to them- 
ſelves and others where they are, becauſe they de- 
ſire to be elſewhere. 

I intreat you by our Lord and Saviour Jeſu 
Chriſt, to conſider ſeriouſly how you may over- 
come thoſe temptations, which give you a dif- 
guſt to your preſent employments ; and to me- 
ditate more on that, than how to engage your- 
- Telf in ſuch laborious affairs, as are not com- 
manded you. Let no man flatter himſelf ; it isa 
impoſſible to excel in great matters, before we ar- . 
rive to excel in leſs: and it is a groſs error, un- 
der the pretence of ſaving ſouls, to ſhake: off the 
yoke of obedience, which is li nd eaſy ; and 
to take up a croſs, which without compariſon, is 
more hard and heavy. | | | 
Men perceive not that their unhappineſs pro- 
ceeds from want of ſubjection to God, and their 
endeavour to appropriate that will to themſelves, 
which ſhould by all right, be conſecrated to our 
Lord. In reality, the more ſuch-people live ac- 
cording to their own capricious fancy, the more 
uneaſy and melancholic is their life, = 
He faid in effect, that the talents of nature, 
and even the gifts of grace itſelf, ſerve only to 
the deſtruction of a man in religious orders, who 
is not endued with the ſpirit of humility and obe- 
a Na ;.. 
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9 Of his Poverty, and Mortification. 


E was always very meanly cloathed ; and 

moſt commonly had ſo many patches on 
his caſſock, that the children of the idolators de- 
rided him. He pieced up his tatters with his own 
hand, and never changed his habit, *till it was 
worn to rags ; at leaft, if the honour of God, 
and the intereſts of religion did not oblige him. 
The Porgugueſe beholding him always ſo ill 
apparelled, often deſired him to give them leave 
to preſent him with a new habit ; but ſeeing he 
would not be perſuaded, they once deviſed a way 
of ſtealing his caflock, while he was aſleep. 
The trick ſucceeded : Aavier, whoſe foul was 
wholly intent upon God, put on the new habit, 
which they had laid in the place of his old gar- 
ment, without diſcovering how they had ſerved 
bim. He paſſed the whole day in the ſame ig- 
Norance of the cheat; and it was not till the 
evening, that he perceived it: Supping with 
Francis Payva, and other Portugueſe, who were 
privy to the matter; Tis perhaps ts do honour | 
to our table, ſaid one of them, that you are fo 
ſpruce to day, in your new habit.” Then caſt- 
ing his eyes upon his cloaths, he was much ſur- 
priſed to find himſelf in ſo ſtrange an equipage. 


> 


* 
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At length, being made ſenſible of the trick 
which they had played him, he told them ſmi- 
ling, that “ it was no great wonder, that this 
rich caſſock, looking for a maſter in the dark, 
could not ſee its way to ſome body who deſerved 
it better.“ a s | | 
All his moveables were a matt, on which he 
lay ſometimes, and a little table, whereon were 
his writings, and ſome litt'e books. He cheer- 
fully underwent the greateſt hardſhips of poverty. 
Writing from Japan to his friends at Goa, 
he ſpeaks thus, Aſſiſt me, I beſeech you, 
my dear brethren, in acknowledging to almighty _ _ 
God, the ſignal favour he has done me. Fm 
at length arrived at Japan, where there is an ex- 
tream ſcarcity of all things ; which I place amongſt 
the greateſt benefits of providence.” | 
He treated his fleſh with great ſeverity, At 
ſea, the ſhip-tackling ſerved him for a bed : on 
land, a matt, or the earth itſelf, He eat ſo little, 
that one of his companions aſſures us, that with- 
out a miracle he could not have . His or- 
dinary nouriſhment in the Indies, was rice boy led 
in water, or ſome little piece of ſalt fiſn. But 
during the two years and a half of his reſidence in 
Japan, he totally abſtained from fiſh, for the 
better edification of that people. And writ to his 
brethren at Rome, that he would rather chooſe 
to die of hunger, than to give any man the leaſt 
occaſion of ſcandal.” He alſo ſays, I count it 
for a ſignal favour, that God has brought me 
into a country, deſtitute of all the comforts of 
life; and where, if I were ſo ill diſpoſed, it 
would be impoſſible for me, to pamper up my 
body with delicious fare,” He perpetually —_ 
. velled 


* 
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velled by land on foot, even in Japan, where the 
ways are almoſt impaſſable: and often walked 
with naked feet in the greateſt ſeverity of win- 
ter. | | N 5 
Paſſing from Ananguchi to Meaco, a journey 
of two months in fome ſeaſons, the flints and 
thorns, had ſo torn his feet and legs, and the fa- 
tigue was ſo great, that he fell into a languiſhing 
fever. He nevertheleſs, after a little interruption, 
held on his way without diſcouragement, He 
drew his ſtrength from the union be had-with 
God, praying from morning till evening ; and 
never interrupting his devotions, but only to ex- 
hort his friends to patience. ' 

The hardſhips of fo long a navigation, ſays he, 
in a letter concerning his voyage to Japan, ſo 
long a ſojourning amongſt the Gentiles, in a 
country parched up with exceſſive heats; all theſe 
inconvenience being ſuffered as they ought to, be, 
for the ſake of Chriſt, are truly an abundant 
ſource of conſolations. For myſelf, I am verily 
perſuaded, that they who love the croſs of Chriſt 
live happy in the midſt of ſufferings; and that 
it is a death when they have no opportunity to 
ſuffer. For can there be a more cruel death, 
than to live without Jeſus Chriſt, after once we 
have taſted of Him ? Is any thing more hard than 
to abandon Him, that we may ſatisfy our own 
inclinations ? Believe me, there is no croſs which 
is to be compared to that. How happy is it, on 
the other hand, to live in dying daily, and in 
conquering. our paſſions, to ſearch after, not 
our own intereſts, but the: intereſts of Jeſus 
Chriſt! “ > 
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His interior mortification was the principle of 
theſe thoughts, in this holy man, From the. firſt 
ears of his converfion, his ſtudy was to gain an 
abſolute conqueſt over himſelf; and he continued 
always to exhort others, not to ſuffer themſelves 
to be hurried away, by the fury of their natural 


deſires. 


« If you 228 Lord in the ſpirit of truth, 
ſays he to his brethren of Goa, and generouſly 


walk in thoſe ways which conduct you to Him, 


the ſpiritual delights which you taſte. in his ſer- 
vice, will ſweeten all thoſe bitter agonies, which 


the conqueſt of yourſelves will coſt you. O my 
| God! How grofly ſtupid is mankind, not to com- 
- prehend, that by a faint and cowardly reſiſtance 


of the aſſaults of the devil, they deprive them- 


ſelves of the moſt pure and fincere delights whic 


earth can give them.“ 


By the daily practice of theſe maxims, Xavier 
became fo abſolute a maſter of his paſſions, that 

he knew not what it was to have the leaſt motion 
of anger, wrath, or impatienc& : and from 
thence proceeded partly, that tranquility of fo 
and that equality of countenance, whieltt” reni= 
dered him fo eaſy, and. ſo..acttÞtable in all com- 
panies. „ 

It is natural for a man who is extremely mor- 
tified, to be chaſte: And ſo was Aapier, to ſuch 
a degree, that it has been fully certified, he lived 
and died a virgin. From his youth upward, he 
had an extreme horror of impurity, notwith- 
ſtanding he was of a ſanguine complexion, and 


naturally loved pleaſure. He kept his ſenſes curb- 


ed and recollected. He ſpoke very ſparingly, 
where - 
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where he apprehended” the leaſt danger from a 


free converfation, and that with a gfave, modeſt 
and ſerious countenance. His moſt intimate ac- 
quaintance have declared, that they could never 
obſerve in him, any thing that was not within the 
rules of the exacteſt decency, 

In like manner, he hardly ever forgave him- 
ſelf the leaſt miſcarriage; and it is almoſt incredi- 
ble how far the tenderneſs of his conſcience went 
on all occaſions, In that veſſel which carried 
him from Lisbon to the Indies, a child who was 
of years, capable of inſtruction, one day happened 
to die ſuddenly. Aawer immediately enquired, 
if the child had been uſually preſent at catechiſm, 
together with the ſhip's company? It was an- 
ered in the negative: and at the ſame moment 
his countenance, commonly chearful, appeared 
extremely ſad. The vice-roy Alphonſo de Sola, 
| Joon obſerved it, and knowing the cauſe of his 
- aMiQtian, aſked the father, if he had any former 
knowledge that the child came not to catechiſm? 
Tf I had known it, reply'd Aawer, I had not 
failed to have brought him thither. But why 


bh. then, ſaid the vice-roy, are you thus diſquieted, 
* . or a-thing you knew not, and of which you are 


no ways guilty t. is, reply'd Xavier, becauſe 
J ought to upbraid myfelf®.with"'” as a fault, that 

was ignorant that any perſon, who was em- 
barked with me, wanted to be taught the chriſti- 
an faith. 00 | 


-- - A conſcience fo tender, a body ſo chaſt, a 
mind ſo pure, and a whole life ſo generouſly and 
diſintereſtedly devoted to Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
ſervice of ſouls, argue him a man whoſe trea/ure 
; | was 
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was in heaven, and whoſe life was hid with Chriſi 
in Cod; from his uniqn with whom, he derived 
all his ſtrength, 


SUCH a character is worthy that of the primls 


tive, ages, and deſerves to be tranſmitted to ſue- 
ceeding generations. 
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